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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


RADIO IRAN DISCUSSES ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 


Tehran ALIK in Armenian 19 Jan 83 p 2 


/Text/ In its program entitled "Revolution and the Responsible" 
broadcast at 7:30 am last Thursday, Radio Iran's announcer 
answered a question from a woman concerning the teaching of 

the Armenian language in Armenian schools. A translation of the 
broadcast questions and answers follows: 


Question: "Greetings to you. Article 25 /as published - should be 15/ of the 
"Canstitution allows the teaching in schools of each nationality language 
"alongside Persian. I would now like to know why the Ministry of Education 
"and Training does not permit the Armenians to have the Armenian language 
taught in Armenian schools? 


Answer: As you mentioned Article 15 of the Constitution states that local and 
nationality languages and literature may be taught alongside the official 
Persian language. That is right. This is totally correct and religious 
minorities also are free to practice matters concerning their religion, faith 
and belief according to their convictions. There are two issues concerning 
literature and language. The first is the program of the Ministry of Education 
and Training. The other is the program of the minorities. That is to say, 

the Ministry of Education and Training has a curriculum which, according to 

the Constitution, determines the education and training of all the children 

of this country and the minorities have a program of their own. 


As far as I know the matter of disagreement is that the Armenian minority, 
our Armenian brothers, want to have the teaching of the Armenian language 
within the school hours, something which is connected as published with the 
curriculum of the Ministry of Education and Training. For instance, they 
wish to have religious and Armenian-language lessons or any lesson they want 
or have in mind to be in Armenian. 


It is the opinion of the Ministry of Education and Training that the education 

and training curriculum hours are reserved for the program of the ministry. If 
religious minorities wish, according to Article 15, to have teachings of their 

own language, literature, history or any other subject, they are free to do so 

outside the curriculum hours. 











This is a problem that has been almost resolyed and I hope that with 
concession on the part of the Ministry of Education and Training and the 
goodwill of the minister of education and training, as well as due 
consideration of the attention directed by minorities toward the development 
of their political life, they will be able to put the benefits of the 
constitution into practice and that these small difficulties will not allow 
problems to arise. These problems are not desired by the minorities or the 
great administration of our Islamic government. 


Question: Therefore, as long as it is not within these hours, there is no 
problem? ' 


Answer: The minorities may arrange the teaching of their language, culture 
and literature in any manner desired by them as long as it is after the hours 
designated by the curriculum of the Ministry of Education and Training. 


The Ministry of Education and Training will not cause the least bit of 
difficulty in this regard. The issue concerns the curriculum where minor 
problems exist between the Armenian minority and the Ministry of Education 
and Training. 


Presently, problems exist in Armenian schools not only in connection with the 
teaching of Armenian but also in regard to having religious teaching in 
Persian, a point which was neither raised by the person who asked the question 
nor referred to by the one who answered. 


On the other hand, the responsible person who answered the question has 
presented the matter in such a way that indicates that Iranian-Armenians do 
not want to follow the curriculum of the Ministry of Education and Training 
but want to have their own program. 


But this is not the essence of the issue and the problem is not the matter 
of two different programs. 


The leaders of the Iranian-Armenian community, as representatives of that 
community, do not demand an additional education and training program for the 
Armenian schools. They are demanding that, as in the past, Armenian-language 
subjects and religious teachings be considered as part of the curriculum of 
the Ministry of Education and Training. 


The basic difficulty is that a large number of teachers would be required to 
teach Armenian subjects outside the curriculum hours since they would be 
teaching for a limited number of hours such as 6 hours a week. This would 
cause the teaching of Armenian language subjects impossible. 


Also, according to a circular issued by the supreme council of the Ministry of 
Education and Training religious teaching must be in the Persian language. 

The existence of this circular obviously has been "forgotten" by the person 
who asked the question, as well as by the one who answered it. 


5854 
CSO: 4605/16 








ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


IRAN-TURKISH PROJECTS OF COOPERATION TO BE IMPLEMENTED 


Tehran ALIK in Armenian 20 Jan 83 pl 
[Article: "Projects of Extensive Cooperation Between Iran and Turkey"] 


[Text] A Turkish economic-commercial delegation which is presently in 
Tehran, led by the minister of energy and natural resources, met and 
talked with Deputy Minister of Commerce (Majid Hedayyatzadeh). 


At this meeting the Iranian deputy minister of commerce stated: "We can 
oppose international imperialism by organization of an Islamic Common 


Market." 


Turkey's minister of energy and natural resources noted at this meeting 
that Turkey would like to supply the needs of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
particularly in foodstuffs, agricultural products, meat products and other 
areas, as well as to import from Iran goods needed by Turkey, including 
petroleum and other goods. 


The Turkish minister of energy proposed construction of a major highway 
between the two countries, as well as expansion of trade relations with 
Iran, development and improvement of rail service, air transportation and 
communications between the two countries, with extended operating hours 
at border customs stations. It was also decided to examine in greater 
detail, at the meeting of the ministers of commerce of the two countries 
which will be held in Turkey in the near future, possibilities for 
development of trade and economic relations between the two countries. 


Turkey's minister of energy also met and talked with Minister of State in 
Charge of the Plan and Bueget Organization Banki. During this meeting 

he suggested, in view of Iran's abundance of energy resources, that the 
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran produce electric power in West 
Azarbaijan Province and sell it to Turkey. 


The head of the Turkish delegation and his associates met with Minister 
of Mines and Metals Musavian and a number of other officials, a meeting 
at which both sides discussed mutual technical cooperation. 

















The head of Turkey's Chamber of Commerce also met with an assistant 
department chief at the Ministry of Mines and Metals, during which a number 
of issues pertaining to cooperation were discussed. 


Turkey's minister of energy and natural resources and the accompanying 
economic delegation met with Iranian Minister of Energy Dr Hasan Qafuri-Fard. 


During this meeting they discussed cooperation between the two countries 
pertaining to water, electric power, and energy. 


During this meeting Dr Qafuri-Fard invited Turkish specialists to take 
part in an energy council which is to be set up in Iran. 


Turkey's minister of energy also expressed his government's readiness to 
engage in cooperative undertakings between the two countries. 


8817 
cso: 4605/19 











EGYPT 


NEW HEAD OF SUFI COUNCIL DESCRIBES VIEWS ON STATE, RELIGION 


Cairo MAYU in Arabic 31 Jan 83 p 4 


/Article by Fu'ad al-Sayyid: "The First Statement by Dr Al-Taftazani, New 

Chairman of the Higher Sufi Council: Everything Proponents of Sufism State 
That Violates the Koran and the Sayings and Doings of the Prophet Is To Be 

Rejected'"'/ 


/Text/ Recently Dr Abu-al-Wafa al-Ghunaymi al-Taftazani, the vice president 
of Cairo University, was chosen chairman of the Higher Sufi Council and para- 
mount sheikh of the Sufi orders, as successor to the late Shaykh Muhammad 
Mahmud al-Sutuhi. 


The Sufi orderd welcome this choice, which is to be considered proper guidance 
for the call to Sufism, in view of the lofty scholarly position Dr al-Taftazani 


enjoys. 


On this occasion, this conversation concerning the role and mission of Sufism 
was held with Dr al-Taftazani. 


I asked him, "Wheat is the reason for the controversy that is taking place on 
the mission of Sufism, between its supporters and opponents?" 


He said, "In reality, I have faced this sort of question before. It indicates 
a desire on the part of the people asking the question to arrive at the truth, 
and for this they are to be praised. However, our scale must always be in 
balance in distinguishing among the views and opinions of the book of God and 
the sayings and doings of his prophet, may God's prayers and peace be upon him. 


"The imam al-Junayd said, ‘Whoever has not memorized the Koran and written out 
the traditions of the prophet is not to be emlated in this regard.’ He was 
talking about Sufism, because this knowledge of ours is restricted by the holy 
book and the sayings and doings of the prophet. He also says, ‘The roads are 
all blocked off /sic/ to the higher morality for those who required the effects 
of the prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, followed his sayings and 
doings, and bound themselves to his path.’ For that reason any statements by 
or cond/*ions of certain proponents of Sufism that violate the holy book and 
the sayi. s and doings of the prophet are to be rejected.' 








"The imam al-Shadhili told his pupils, out of advice, ‘If your investigation 
is opposed to the holy book and the sayings and doings of the prophet, cast 
it away, and state "God has assured me of chastity through the protection of 
the holy book and the sayings and doings of the prophet but has not assured 
me of it through the protection of investigations,."'" 


The Concept of Sufism 


I asked him, "What is proper Sufism, apart from the views of supporters and 
opponents?" 


He said, "As far as the differences of opinion on the concept of Sufism go, 
those may be ascribed to a lack of proper understanding of Sufism. The source 
of proper Sufism, in morality and conduct, is the holy Koran, the proper say- 
ings and doings of the prophet, and the statements and conditions of the com- 


panions of the prophet. 


"Ibn al-Qiyam, who was a student of ibn Taymiyah, says, in his book ‘The Paths 
of Those Who Follow the Spiritual Way,’ ‘The statements of people who speak 
eloquently regarding this learning (that is, the learning of Sufism) are in 
agreement that Sufism is morality.' 


"Ibn Taymiyah sometimes gave this learning the name ‘the study of conduct.' 

What the proponents of the al-Salafiyah school reject in Sufism is the philo- 
sophical Sufism which is obscure in its terminology, as is the case with the 
sufism of Ibn ‘Arabi or the recent forms of Sufism which have been marred by 


some deviant acts among the common people. 


"The proper form of Sufism, which is founded on the holy book and the sayings 
and doings of the prophet and was the goal of bringing people up on the virtu- 
‘ous attributes of emulating the prophet and his companions, has not been re- 
jected by any of the scholars of Islam. You normally find people who reject 
Sufism among those who have not become deeply versed in the study of it and 
the understanding of the significance of it, or people who take a pre judged 


sectarian position on it." 
The Platform of Sufism on Education 
/I asked / ‘What is Sufism's platform on religious education?" 


Dr al-Taftazani said, "It is the platform of the prophet, on whom be God's 
prayers and peace, that of commanding the acceptable and prohibiting the repre- 
hensible, and the call to God's path through wisdom, proper exhortation, and 
friendly debate when that is needed. The basis of the path of Sufism is the 
abandonment of objectionable characteristics, the embrace of their opposite 

in the form of praiseworthy characteristics, and knowledge of almighty God. 
This demands that one fight against one's baser self in carrying out the words 
of almighty God, "We have shown our way to those who have fought on our behalf, 
for God is on the side of those who act virtuously.” 








On the platform of education, Dr al-Taftazani went on to state, "Sufism con- 
siders the struggle with the self to be the beginning of the road to God. As 
for the stages in the road, in the mind of the Sufis, they are what is known 
as positions and conditions. To them, positions are such things as repentance, 
asceticism, patience, satisfaction, gratitude, the placing of trust in and af- 
fection for God and the prophet, and other matters which God has ordered of us 
in the holy Koran and placed in the sayings and doings of the prophet. 


"As for conditions, these are the psychological conditions that the persons 

pursuing this path have followed--closeness to and fear of God, hope in God, 
control or restraint toward sin and shortcomings, delight or joy in what God 
has ordered, and other passing states that the Sufi has with respect to God. 
The knowledge of almighty God is the end of the road and its loftiest goal. 

It is the fruit of moral behavior in all conditions that know of nothing ex- 
cept acting on the provisions of Islamic law and exercising conduct based on 


its morality. 


"What distinguishes the Sufis in their call for God's path is the fact that 

the road to hope in God is opened up before the infractious and the sinners, 

so that they will not lose confidence in themselves and continue in their de- 
viant conduct as they develop the traits of benevolence among people. Almighty 
glorious God does not forgive people's taking other gods besides him, but he 
forgives what is less than that among the people he wishes. This explains the 
spread of sufism, because it brings people together around god in terms of 
their condition and conduct, in the easiest of ways." 


The proliferation of Sufic Orders 


I asked Dr al-Taftazani, "Some people object to the proliferation of Sufic 
orders, although their revelation is the same. What is your view, especially 
since the prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, prohibited pluralism 
in his well known tradition?" 


He said, "This proliferation may be attributed to the fact that every Sufic 
order is similar to a school, has a platform with regard to education, and is 
known by the name of its founder. Since the sixth and seventh centuries of 
Islam, major sheikhs have emerged who have called people to perfect their 
knowledge and work and a number of students rallied around each of them and 
formed an order or school which had a platform of education. 


"However, Sufism as morality and conduct is the same, belief and Islamic law 
are the same, and all the Sufic orders belong to the creed of the Sunnites 
(the people of the sayings and doings of the prophet) and the group, and in 
their rulings act on the basis of the four well known creeds of the sayings 


and doings of the prophet. 


"The tradition which we refer to, in which he says 'My nation is broken down 
into 72 groups,' and so forth, that is not one of the uninterrupted traditions; 
rather, it is the books of sects that have mentioned it. Even if we accept 
that tradition is valid, what it means is differences among Moslems 











regarding beliefs or principles of religion; those are differences that have 
been prohibited by Islamic law because they weaken the Moslems and turn them 
into factions. 


"Reflect deeply over the meaning of his almighty words, 'I am not among those 
who have fragmented their religion and have become factions; rather, their af- 
fairs are with God, and he warned them of what they were doing.’ Therefore 
there is no harm in a proliferation of orders in terms of practical education- 
al curricula, as long as everyone is committed to the proper belief and the 
provisions of Islamic law, in accordance with the creed of the Sunnites and 


the groups." 
Safi and Sufi 


I asked him, "What is the origin of the word ‘sufi,' and to what can it be at- 
tributed?" 


He said, "There is a dispute over the derivation of the world ‘sufi.' There 
are people who attribute it to the people of the ledge (al-Saffah). The 
people of the ledge were a group with whom the prophet, on whom be God's pray- 
ers and peace, met. The people of the ledge were a clan of poor people, 
people who had fled with the prophet and were his partisans and for whom a 
ledge was built at the back of the Mosque of the Prophet, where they would re- 
side. They were known for devout worship and asceticism. The people who had 
developed this point of view said, ‘The conditions of asceticism, worship and 
Sufism of the people who came later are similar to those of the people of the 
ledge.’ With respect to the derivation of the word, as far as (al Saffa) 
goes, 'Savi,' it has been said that the word 'sufi' comes from purity (safa‘). 
The correct point, from the standpoint of the origin of the word ‘sufi’ in 
terms of semantics, is that it is a derived from wool (al-suf); it is said 
that a man becomes a Sufi if he wears wool. Wearing wool was an expression 

of worshipfulness and asceticism among the earliest Moslems. 


"Many Sufis themselves hold to the latter view, among them al-Siraj al-Tusi, 
in his book ‘The Brilliance.’ Ibn Khaldun and others support him." 


Dr al-Taftazani went on to say, "The moral, in our view, does not lie in the 
origins of the designation but in the meaning to which the expression ‘to act 
as a Sufi' refers, The word has become solidly rooted in the Islamic heri- 
tage, in the meaning of morality and conduct, or in the meaning of a platform 
of education whose fundamental point is elimination of the self and the eleva- 
tion of the self to the moral perfection that Islam has called for." 


When Did Sufism Arise? 


I asked Dr al-Taftazani, 'When did sufism arise? Was that in the era of the 
prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace?" 


He said, "The word Sufi, or Sufism was not know in the era of the prophet, on 
whom be God's prayers and peace, or in the era of the companions and followers 
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of the prophet. Rather, it became known in Islamic history in the latter 
part of the second Islamic century, although the basic condition which the 
word 'Sufism' refers to existed in the era of the prophet and his companions. 


"On this subject, ibn Khaldun says, ‘The scholarly subject of Sufism is a sub- 
ject of Islamic law (that is, it is one of the subjects that are derived from 
the holy book and the sayings and doings of the prophet), and its essence is 
the diligent pursuit of worship, the withdrawal into almighty God, the renun- 
ciation of the embellishments and ornaments of the world, asceticism toward 
the pleasures the public ensages in, money, and status, and a sole preoccupa- 
tion with morality in secluded worship.' He refers to devoted application. 
That was general among the companions of the prophet and the early figures. 
When the receptivity toward the world emerged in the second century and later, 
it was concerned with people who ventured to worship in the name of Sufis and 


Sufism. 


"Al-Qushayri also explains, in 'The Mission,‘ why the first generation of 
Moslems was not called Sufi, saying, ‘After the death of the prophet, on whom 
be God's prayers and peace, the Moslems who had been his companions considered 
it a paramount honor to be called the companions of the prophet. The same was 
the case with the generation that followed them--they considered that giving 
them the expression of followers was an honor to them. Therefore the designa- 
tion of people who ventured to worship as ascetics, servants, devout persons, 
weepers, then Sufis did not appear until after the generation of the companions 


and followers of the prophet.’ 
The Emergence of Sufism as a Scholarly Discipline 


"As to when Sufism emerged as a scholarly discipline, that was in the third 
century of Islam, with the movement of the codification of learning. Scholar- 
ly specialization also appeared in that period. The scholars who were con- 
cerned with the study of belief and the defense of belief were known as edu- 
cated persons, and their learning was known as the ‘knowledge of unification' 
or ‘scholastic theology.' The scholars who were concerned with the study of 
the practical provisions of Islamic law were known as jurists, and their 
scholarly discipline as the science of jurisprudence. Scholars who were con- 
cerned with morality, conduct, diseases of the mind and the method of treating 
them were known as Sufis, and their scholarly discipline was known as Sufisa." 


The Optimum Method for Making the Appeal 


Finally, I asked him, ‘What is your method for propagating the appeal and what 
is your view of the pursuit of the approach of violence that some people re- 


al 


sort to: 


Dr al-Taftazani said, "God has ordered us to make our appeal to him through 
perspicacity, wisdom and good exhortation, and violence is not the optimum way 

















for making the appeal. The prophet of God, on whom be God's prayers and 

peace, said, ‘Whoever prohibits gentleness prohibits the good." He also said, 

‘ A‘ishah, God is a companion who loves kindness and gives to kindness what 

he does not give to violence and what he does not give to the likes of violence.' 
He also says, ‘Kindness does not exist in anything without being beautified, 

and is not absent from anything without its being marred.'" 
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EGYPT 


RECENT PERFORMANCE, FUTURE OF BELAYIM FIELD REVIEWED 
Cairo AKHIR SA‘AH in Arabic 2 Feb 83 pp 12, 13 
/Article: "A Special Report from Belayim: The Well the Israelis Depleted"/ 


/Text/ The old man among Egyptian oilfields is called Belayim; it is 22 years 
old. It was the first offshore field in the Middle East. It was taken pris- 
oner during the June 1967 war; Egypt regained it after the October 1973 vic- 
tory. However, the field was returned to us in sickly, weak condition. When 
the Israelis took it over, its production was 94,000 barrels a day. They 
drained it, so that when it was returned to us its output was just 64,000 bar- 
rels a day. However, the young men of Egypt have realized how to deal with 
the ailing field; they have watched its ‘performance’ and cured it. They 
added another 25 years to its life. 


How? That is a moving story. 


The Belayim Marine field facing the Abu Rudays area of Sinai was discovered 

in 1960, and started producing the first barrel of oil in 1971. The field, 
after 21 years, still enjoys exceptional vitality, since the hypothetical life 
of fields, as estimated by geologists and oilmen, ranges from 20 to 25 years. 
There is a tale of sweat and toil behind the rejuvenation of this field. 


I spent more than 40 hours going around the sites of the Belayim Land and Off- 
shore fields. I am drawn to the field by various ties. It is the first field 
to be discovered under water in Egypt. The Israelis took it over in 1967 when 
it was producing 94,000 barrels a day, and, when it was returned, in November 
1975, its productivity did not exceed 64,000 barrels a day. That is, it had 
declined by about 30,000 barrels a day! 


The men's task at that time was a very heavy one, in the words of Eng Muhammad 
Khidr. When Eng Ahmad ‘'Izz-al-Din Hilal, the minister of petroleum, went to 
visit the men at the site, he brought them the solem duty of upgrading the 
field and rejuvenating it, so that its past and its old rates could be restored. 


Eng Khidr says, 


"At that time, Egypt had emerged from its m glorious military and economic 
battle, the October war, and it was necessary that we contribute our efforts. 
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The words of Ahmad Hilal, the youthful oil minister, were injected into the 
field, and we started an exceptional effort under strange, severe circum- 
stances. We received the field in weak, neglected condition, lacking in main- 
terance. The roads were almost destroyed, as were the power plants and the 
workers’ houses. However, we began immediately, and in a short period of time, 
which did not exceed a year, we restored the field to its former output. With 
further unremitting effort, the rates leapt -o record figures, and the field 
is now producing, with every day that dawns, about 130,000 barrels, which rep- 
resents an increase of more than 150 percent, although the Israelis drilled 
three new wells in the field when they took it over." 


The Israelis Just Took! 


/I asked / "You say that Israel added three wells and nonetheless production 
declined from 94,000 to 64,000 barrels; what is your explanation of this 


phenomenon?" 


The man who has spent more than 20 years with the fields in this area replied, 


"The Israelis are not oilmen and they do not have an understanding of oil. 
In addition, they greatly neglected maintenance and were not concerned with 
cleaning wells or performing workovers. The nature of their character is 
that they only take, and do not give. Every field that yields needs mainten- 
ance and upkeep expenditures, in terms of its being protected. Therefore, 
when we received our fields, we immediately began the operations of mainten- 
ance and workover on all the wells, the surveillance of production and pres- 
sure and other things, such as immediately proceeding to use the most modern 
technology of the age. The plan started as follows: 


"We immediately starter: seismographic survey operations to ascertain the 
dimentions of the field with modern electronic equipment, 


"We also immediately started expanded studies of the oil reservoir in the 
field to determine the reserves, to see whether the old figures on the re- 
serves still held or whether there had been changes that might revise our 
calculations. We used the information that had been available before the 
aggression, along with newly-obtained information." 


Then the surprise came, and at this point the young engineer Muhammad 'Id, 
45, the manager of the fields, picked up the discussion, saying, 


"The new studies started to indicate something different, indicating great 
potential for increased reserves, All the old studies, and the opinions of 
the Egyptian geologists, stated that the field was of average worth, that is, 
that it was an average field, in the sense that it had started producing in 
1961 and that it was likely, even by injecting water, which is a method for 
raising the capacity of the reservoir, that its life would come to 30 years, 
that is, totally ending in the latter part of the eighties or the early 


nineties, being optimistic. 














The Behavior of the Field Was Different! 


"We immediately started the plan to drill a group of wells,"' Eng Muhammad ‘Id 
continued. 'We drilled 17 wells, all of which were productive. The surprise 
then occurred in an offshore well, Number 113 Marine 9, when we saw that the 
behavior of the reservoir was different from what it had been in the past. 

We saw that the flow rate was high and that the pressure the production of the 
oil was under was also high. We always judge an oil reservoir by its behavior, 
and all the evidence and indications showed that there was something abnormal!" 


I asked him, "What is your explanation for that?" 


Eng ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Bayyumi Diyab, 45, manager of operations, says, giving an 
explanation of the behavior of the reservoir, 


‘We saw that the oil flowing up out of this well, which is about 10 kilometers 
away from the existing wells, was moving at a high rate; we sat down to think, 
the three of us, Eng Muhammad Khidr, in his capacity as the old manager of the 
fields, and my brother Muhammad 'Id, and we considered that this flow was the 
result of one of two factors, either the side of the reservoir which was pro- 
viding us under pressure with added quantities of oil we had not taken into 
consideration, or that the water had started encroaching from behind and the 
oil was flowing violently into this well. We went through some days of anxi- 
ety, waiting to see what would happen. All the studies, including the studi ; 
by the Italian party, confirmed that the field was of average worth and that 
the picture of the reservoir that was familiar in the early sixties had not 
changed. However, we started thinking beyond that well, and drilled a number 
of wells, starting with Well Six and going up to 24. We saw that the wells 
were all producing and were all in the exuberant flow of youth. They were all 
producing at high rates. These wells gave us confirmations that they were at 
the deepest point in the oil reservoir, and that we were not at the edge of 
the reservoir, as had been imagined--we were at the deepest point in the great 


oil deposit." 


$4 Million a Day in 1986 


I asked the oil leaders in Sinai, who had their many maps in English and 
Italian in front of them, "Does this new development change the picture? 
More precisely, is the life of the oil reservoir being prolonged?" 


Eng Muhammad Khidr smiled, 


"Without a doubt. We are totally convinced that the life of the reservoir 
will be doubled, that is, that it will go on for a further 25 years." 


I asked him, "Some people are fond of stating that the era of oil in Egypt is 
on the verge of ending.” 


Muhammad Khidr replied, 
"They are unfamiliar with the real picture. They have not observed a single 
oilfield in their lives, and they have not seen the fantastic efforts that 














that are being exerted on Egypt's behalf. It is an effort where science, study, 
enlightened research and modern technology are being brought to bear, and the 
oil is presenting a new picture every day. Then the operations of searching 
for new accumulations of oil are continuing. We have more than 50 internation- 
al Companies in Egypt, exploring on every square inch of Egypt, in the desert, 
under the water, in every section of the mountains and under the sands. With 
praise to God, the picture is reassuring." 


/I asked/ "With the new picture, and the size of the reservoir that became 
apparent with the drilling of the new wells, how can one develop the field?" 


The manager of the fields replied, 


"We have a plan which the Ministry of Petroleum has approved, which has been 
carefully studied with the foreign partner. This plan will require an invest- 
ment of more than $500 million in order for production to surge up from 130,000 
to about 190,000 or 200,000 barrels a day, with God's will. We have actually 
started this plan, and you will see yourself at the site." 


He pointed to a helicopter that was waiting and said, "That is waiting to take 
you out to the depths, to the sea, where you will see for yourself the efforts 
of the men of Egypt, men who are working under difficult circumstances in the 
intense cold and severe winds and frost that descend upon them at night, but 


are part of Egypt." 


We rode the helicopter. You would think as it was descending onto the massive 
drilling rigs out in the water that it was dropping you into the depths of the 
sea, We went to fixed drilling platform one; the young engineer ‘Abd-al- ‘Aziz 
Bayyumi, the manager of operations, was with me. 


The craft brought us down. 


The giant drilling platform, which stood with its legs thrust into the deepest 
waters of the Gulf, cost by itself $100 million. It was as high as a building 
such as the al-Mujamma’ on Liberation Square. It had six stories, a complete 
living environment, engineers, geologists, drillers, chemists, and a fine 
restaurant. I went up the stairs, which were like a building, and met the 
most beloved of Egypt's young people. This offshore platform was outfitted to 
drill 12 wells, and there was another platform set up to drill an additional 
12 wells, so that the total would be 24 producing wells. They would all be 
completed by 1986, so that production could leap from 130,000 to 190,000 or 
200,000 barrels. By a simple calculation, this well gives the Egyptian treas- 
ury $4 million with every new day that dawns, and, after the expansion, that 


will leap to $6 million. 
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BRIEFS 


MUBARAK INVITES PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT--Cairo, 4 Mar (MENA)—It has been an- 
nounced here that the president of the Republic of Portugal, Antonio Ramalho, 
will visit Egypt during the period from 19-23 March, at the invitation of 
President Muhammad Husni Mubarak. During the visit, the two presidents will 
hold talks for deepening the channels of cooperation between Egypt and Portu- 
gal in various domains. [Text] [NC040824 Cairo MENA in Arabic 0814 GMT 

4 Mar 83] 
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BASIC PEOPLE'S CONGRESSES DEBATE ISSUES 


London AL-ZAHAF AL-AKHDAR in English 28 Jan 83 p 6 


{Text ] 


Without doubt one of the mest 
important issues te be dealt with at 
the People’s Cenmgresses was the 
very manner in which these cen- 
gresses operate. This provoked 
seme cegent comment, including 
the follewing from ene Libyan, 
werried abeut the danger ef the 
denial of the peeple’s autherity: 

‘Sometimes when you are dis- 
cussing something with a member 
of a particular People’s Congress, 
he will tell you that it’s a waste of 
time to attend the sessions of the 
People’s Congress because “they 
do whatever they want”. Then you 
realise the extent of the dangers 
which face the people’s authority 
and ... why some people do not 
attend the People’s Congresses’ 
meetings ... 

‘You find yourself once again 
faced by this citizen and his con- 
sciousness of his frecdom ... He 
says that the People’s Committees 
are nothing more than General 
Secretariats and General Sec- 
retaries are nothing more than 
“ministers”, while the General 
People’s Committee is nothing 
more than a “Council cf Minis- 
ters”’.’ 

The speaker said that this line 
of criticism was maintained by his 
acquaintance and that he said 
that faulty decisions, inflvenced 
by tribalism, had led the will of 
the People’s Congresses and the 
advice of the revolutionary forces 
to be ignored. For this reason, the 
General Secretariat was unable, 
both technically and doctrinally 
to translate the masses’ decisions 
into reality. 
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What about people’s 
authority? 


The speaker continued: ‘This 
citizen points to the picture of the 
revolutionary thinker, the Leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and says, “May 
God prolong his life.” And you ask, 
“What about the people’s author- 
ity?” He answers you with a smile, 
‘This will depend on education 
and on the passage of time.” He 
tells you that this is a problem of 
the application of revolutionary 
force. You ask him in what sense 
and he replies that the mentality 
of the Secretaries of the People’s 
Committees is more akin to that of 
government servants. You ask 
how this can be and he replies 
that the Secretaries take deci- 
sions and carry them out without 
the knowledge of the masses.’ 


The position of the speaker was 
made quite clear in his con- 
cluding remarks. Affirming that 
no decision could be taken out- 
side the People’s Congresses, 
other than exccutive decisions 
based on law approved by the 
people and passed by the General 
People’s Congress, the speaker 
said that skirting round the Peo- 
ple’s Congresses was an infringe- 
ment of the people’s freedom. The 
speaker then wondered why his 
friend had not informed the Gen- 
eral People’s Congress and the 
liaison office of the revolutionary 
committees of his misgivings. The 
answer was simple, he had done 
so already. The answer to this, the 


speaker said, was to do S86 again, 
until someone takes notice. 


LIBYA 








The need to strengthen the peo- 
ple’s authority had in fact been 
recognised before the Basic Peo- 
ple’s Congresses met, since one of 
the items on their agenda was the 
need to maintair popular control 
over the activities of the People’s 
Committees and ensure that these 
bodies remain simply the execu- 
tive arm of the People’s Con- 
gresses. Muammar Qadhafi had 
himself referred last year to the 
need to widen popular par- 
ticipation in the People’s Con- 
gresses, since such participation 
was the ultimate guarantee of the 
vitality of Libyan direct demo 
cracy. Decisions, the Leader 
stressed in a December television 
broadcast, could not be taken on 
the people’s behalf, they had to 
take them themselves. 


One of the issues which Libyans 
have had to deal with at the meet- 
ings of the Basic People’s Con- 
gresses recently is the question of 
customs duties and tariffs. A 
speaker at one Basic People’s 
Congress stressed the importance 
of ensuring that departments like 
the Customs Department remain a 
tool in the service of society. The 
same, he said, applied to this 
Passport Department, the Mun- 
icipal Guard, the police and all 
those from barbers to bank 
employees who perform some 
public service. 


The speaker said that the Cus- 
toms Department was solely 
meant to ensure compliance with 
existing administrative and 
financial regulations and with 
ensuring that private individuals 
did not withdraw imported goods 
from the department's hands until 
the required customs duties had 
been paid. But, as the speaker 
revealed, the Customs Depart- 
ment was capable of exceeding its 
authority. 


‘No right’ 


‘But the Customs Department,’ 
the speaker said, ‘has no right to 
seize goods imported for a public 
utility like a factory or an establ- 
ishment, as recently happened 
when spare parts imported for a 
certain factory and petro- 
chemical plant were held by the 
Customs Department and not 
released until the necessary pay- 
ments had been made. 


‘The factory was treated in the 
same way as a private individual, 
though it belongs not to an indi- 
vidual but to the whole of society 
... this led to the closure of the 
factory and the cessation of pro- 
duction, resulting in great losses 
in an important productive enter- 
prise.’ 

The speaker’s view of such mal- 
practices was clear. He said that 
he did not think there was any jus- 
tification for the Customs 
Department’s existence other 
than the need to apply decisions 
‘according to the policies 
specified by the People’s Con- 
gresses.’ The implication of the 
speaker’s criticism was that this is 
not what has been happening. The 
speaker added that apart from the 
problem of the Customs Depart- 


ment exceeding its authority, 
there was also the question of the 
Passport Department whose 
members, the speaker said, were 
‘distinguished by a tremendous 
propensity for nepotism and cor- 
ruption in the granting and with- 
holding of visas and permits ...’ 

Another speaker at the Basic 
People’s Congresses’ recent meet- 
ings addressed the problem of the 
continued existence of socialist 
establishments which had not 
come up to popular expectations. 
‘Despite the destruction of the 
strongholds of exploitation,’ the 
speaker said, and of ‘the traps of 
the merchants and brokers, and 
their replacement by socialist 
establishments, we are forced to 
question the term “socialist” 
when applied to these establ- 
ishments.’ 


‘In reality,’ he contined, ‘these 
establishments do not have a 
socialist content which dis- 
tinguishes them from capitalist 
exploitation, in addition to the 
fact that those working in these 
establishments are all wage 
workers and the slaves of the 
modern age. the same as wage 
workers all over the world.’ 


The speaker had already said 
that it was an undeniable truth 
that slavery would continue to 
exist so long as there are wage 
workers in the world. The age of 
Slavery, the speaker asserted, 
would not come to an end until the 
time when wage workers became 
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full and, but implication, equal 
partners in production. 

From the facts of the situation 
in the Libyan Jamahiriya, the 
speaker concluded that the 
socialist establishments were the 
product of ‘a decaying capitalist 
system’ and that the existing situ- 
ation in Libya in relation to these 
establishments amounted to ‘an 
inherited capitalist order.’ 


Exploitation continued 


‘These establishments,’ the 
speaker said, ‘are run by mer- 
chants who use all the means at 
their disposal to preserve the 
existing system. Their interests 
lie in (the system's) continuation, 


“because the establishments and 


the markets have not abolished 
the exploiting companies and 
shops, but (they have) merely 
changed their names, replacing 
old merchants with new ones, who 
continue to exploit others just as 
the old merchants did and who 
have become responsible for 
establishments which were in the 
first place supposedly set up to 
destroy them...’ 


It must be said that regrettably 
this criticism is not a new one to 
be heard in the Libyan 
Jamahiriya. The speaker con- 
tined in this critical vein: ‘... 
merchants who used to suck the 
blood of society bit by bit now do it 
wholesale ...and the merchants 
who used to sign cheques for 
thousands .... now sign cheques 
for millions...’ 


The socialist establishments, 
the speaker asserted, had been 
turned into ‘nests from which they 
(the merchants) carry out plots 
against the revolution and the 
masses.’ The speaker then made 
the serious charge that companies 
and establishments had been set 
up and then deliberately ban- 
krupted for the political purpose 
of making people hostile to the 
system. 


If the revolutionary forces iii 
the Libyan Jamahiriya did not 
take action against the merchants, 
then they and the brokers, the 
remnants of the old society and 
those misusing their position in 
socialist establishments and Peo- 
ple’s Markets, would continue to 
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gather their forces, hatch con- 
Spiracies and await the oppor- 
tunity to plunder society's wealth 
and restore a bourgeois 
hegemony over it. 


But how should these threats to 
the socialist system be dealt with? 
The speaker set out his solution 
succinctly and, in concluding his 
address, warned of the dangers if 
nothing was done: 


‘Only the revolutionary forces 
are capable of changing, trans- 
forming and building the new 
socialist society... anything else 
would result in reactionary forces 
making their nests in the new 
socialist structure ...This sick 
group of people will make society 


march ahead one step at a time. 
but each time they allow society to 
take one step forward, they take it 
a thousand steps backwards... Is 
there 2ny justification for remain- 
ing silent about these activities 
...O0F is it not necessary to 
immediately carry out decisive 
revolutionary action?’ 

In their different ways, the 
three speakers whose addresses 
to the People’s Congresses have 
been quoted, have all dealt with 
various aspects of the same prob- 
lem, namely the problem of 
implementing the Third Uni- 
versal Theory’s dicta in the 
Libyan Jamahiriya. An exami- 
nation of the criticisms aired by 
these three speakers shows that a 
solution to this problem lies, as 
always, with the people. 








People’s authority 


Since the Declaration of the 
Authority of the People in 1977, 
the institutions of direct demo- 
cracy have been established in 
the Libyan Jamahiriya. The 
theory of their workings is unchal- 
lengeable, since the People’s 
Congresses are the one sure way 
of enabling the people to exercise 
their own authority over what 
goes on in the Libyan Jamahiriya. 

But the practice of their work- 
ings is, as the first speaker 
suggested, a different matter. If 
the People’s Congresses are to be 
totally effective — and it does not 
matter whether this is at Basic, 
Municipal or General level — 
then everyone must participate in 
their deliberations. If the Peo- 
ple’s Committees or any other 
body in the Jamahiriya, from the 
Customs Department to the 
socialist establishments, take 
decisions in defiance of the peo- 
ple, then it is up to the people to 
remedy this through fuller par- 
ticipation in their People’s Con- 
gresses. At the same time, there is 
no doubt, as the last speaker said, 
that the revolutionary com mittees 
have their own vital role to play in 
explaining the doctrine of the 
Third Universal Theory and incit- 
ing the people to take an even 
firmer grip of their own lives and 
destinies. 











LIBYA 


ELECTRICI.Y CONTROL CENTER UNDERGOES TESTS 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 33, Feb 83 p 18 


[Text } INITIAL TESTS have been con- 
ducted of the new electricity 
system control centre in the north 
eastern Libyan town of Tobruk, 
the Jamahiriya news agency JANA 
announced on 2ist December. 
The centre, on which work started 
in 1979. allows the control of 10.5, 
30 and 60 megavolt stations, and 
street lighting and siren systems in 
a wide area. JANA noted that the 
centre controls electricity stations 
in the Tobruk, Marsas, Kardaba, 
Jaghboub and Shaaba regions, and 
stations supplying electricity to 
Kaara. Kamboot. Bir Lahshab, 
Qasr al Jadi and Barda. 

The rapid expansion of electricity 
generating capacity in north east 
Libya. meanwhile. was underlined 
late last year with the announce- 
ment that tender invitations were 
imminent for the third extension to 
the Benghazi North power and de- 
salination plant. The work will cost 
at least $675 million. and the turm- 
key contract will entail the instal- 
lation of three 120 MW steam 
turbines and four 25.000 cubic 
metres per day desalination units. as 
well as the construction of buildings 
and workshops. sea water reservoirs 
and pumping stations and fresh- 
water pumping stauons and reservoirs 
in Benghazi and in a surrounding 
area of 45 kilometres radius. 


The Jamahiriva’s $62.5 billion 
1981-85 development plan allocates 
$6.6 billion to the electricity sector, 
and provides for an increase in the 
country's generating capacity trom 
4.800 MW in 1980 to 9.400 MW in 
1988 


cso: 4500/110 
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DANISH FIRM PROVIDES HOUSING DESIGNS 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 33, Feb 83 p 19 


[Text ] THE DANISH firm of Larsen & Security Secretary Mr Ibrahim al 
Nielson is providing design work. Faqi Hassan and Education Secre- 
precast concrete technology and tary Abd al Hafiz Zulaytini. The 
production assistance for the $1.4 new housing in the Libyan Jama- 
billion housing and classroom con- hiriva will be distributed between 
struction project for which South the neighbourhoods of Janzour, 
Korea's Daewoo Corporation has Abu Haraida and Qurabully, and 
the main building contract. The will be bu‘lt in conjunction with a 
scheme entails the construction of full range of new shopping, medical 
5.000 homes in Tripoli and 7,000 in and educational facilites. 


Benghazi. as well as 2,500 class- 
rooms in eleven Libyan munici- 
palities. A precast concrete factory 
related to the project is nearing 
completion near Tnpoli. Most of the 
homes will be in four storey blocks, 
but some will be in seven storey 
buildings. The Danish firm will send 
quality control staff and produc- 
uon assistants to the Jamahiriya. 


Ever since the early 1970s when 
the Al Fateh Revolution moved to 
secure fair oil prices from the 
westem multinationals, Libya 
has been engaged in a major and 
sustained construction boom as the 
revolutionary authorities have 
sought both to expand the housing 
and welfare facilities available to 

Daewoo has also appointed the Libyans and to assure the country's 
British consultant firm Rober longer-term economic future by 


Matthew. Johnson-Marshall & Part- setting up new industrial and agpri- 
ners to assist with design work and cultural schemes to iessen Libya's 
in laying public utilities to the dependence on the oil sector. As 
housing sites well as winning main construction 

contracts. foreign firms have also 


A landmark in Daewoo’s project benefited from important ancillary 
came in December when work on awards. In December, for example, 
the 5.000 homes in Tnpoli was it was announced that Austria's 
officially inaugurated with the lay- Overhoff & Company has a $3 
ing of a foundation stone at a million order to supply desalin- 
ceremony attended bv Mr Jadallah ation and sewerage facilities for a 
Azouz Talhi. Secretary of the building side camp that will accom- 
General People's Committee, Social modate up to 9.000 workers. 


CSO: 4500/110 








PETROCHEMICALS SECTOR CONTRACTS OFFERED 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 33, Feb 83 p 18 


{Text } 


CSO 


THE ISSUE of tender documents 
on 20tn December to eight inter- 
National companies tor major new 
ammonia and urea piants clearly 
indicates that last vear s slow-down 
in the pace of industrial construc- 
tuon inthe Jamahiriya. related to the 
world oil glut. 1s coming to an end. 
Potential contractors tor the new 
plants. to be built at a $1 billion 
fertiliser complex at Sirte. on the 
coast some 400 kilometres east of 
Tnpoli. are Creusot-Loire and 
Heurtev Industries. both of France: 
an ltalian-French concern linking 
Technipetrol and Techmip: Italy's 
Snamprogetti:: London-based M W 
Keliogg and Milan-based Foster 
Wheeler Italiana. both subsidiaries 
of US compames: West Germany's 
Uhde. and a Japanese venture of 
Tovo Engineering Corporation and 
Chivoda Chemical Engineering & 
Construction Company 


The Jamahinya’s Heavy Industry 
Secretanat has appointed the Bntush 
firm Davy Mchee as management 
consultants for the Sirte scheme. 
and the company will issue tender 
documents for the remaining pro- 
cess units and off-site packages for 
the complex in the coming vear 


The Sine comple xis scheduled to 


4500/110 


enter operation at the end of 1Y&~. 
and will comprise two 1.350 tonnes 
per dav ammonia plants. one 1.74U 
tonnes per day urea unit. one 300 
tonnes per day ammonium sulphate 
plant. one S00 tonnes per day sui- 
phuric acid unit. and two SOU tonnes 
per day NPK (nitrogen phosphorus 
potassium) units. The complex will 
Satisty domesuc demand tor granuiar 
tertuliser, and provide ammonia and 
uera for export. 


Work 1s meanwhile pressing ahead 
fast at the Ras Lanouf petro- 
chemicals complex. on the coast 
350 kilometres south west of Ben- 
ghazi. which is the largest under 
construction in the Jamahiriya. At 
the heart of the complex is a 220.000 
barrels per day oil refinery. being 
built at a cost of $40 million by the 
Italian firm Saipem. and in Novem- 
ber it was announced that the refinery 
should be completed in the first half 
of 1983. It was also disclosed late 
last vear that work was almost com- 
plete on a twelve kilometre. 24 inch 
diameter oil pipeline to the refinery . 
laid at a cost of $2.7 million. 

Work is also well advanced on 
another key elment in the Ras 
Lanout complex — a $60 million. 
330.000 tonnes per annum ethylene 
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plant being built by Italy's Bellel 
Industrie Meccaniche. The ethy- 
lene pliant welt sup: . a ta. 
pelrocmmeMica:s uns . 
polypropylene plan: a mono 
lene glycol plant. and kew ane hi. 
density polyethylene unit 

Most of the work at Ras Lanou! :- 
being undertaken by Mtaiian con 
tractors, but British firms have won 
some important subsidiary con 
tracts. It was recently disclosed tha! 
Britain's Frost Instruments has a 
$1.3 million order to equip a medici! 
centre and three laboratories tor the 
ethylene plant. The equipment wi! 
arrive soon, and will be installed bs 
a company team in March Ih 
British firm Propaflor. meanwhile. 
is to supply floonng worth $1 40.250 
for a computer controi room at the 
port being built for the Ras Lanou! 
complex at acost of $300 million by 
South Korea's Hyundai Engineenng 
& Construction Company 


iMieluw 


The Jamahiriva’s $62.5 billor 
1981-85 development plan allocates 
$12.9 billion tor the establishment 
of new industrial projects — more 
than tor any other sector Of the 
total. $8.9 billion 1s earmarked tor 
heavy industrial plants. including 
petrochemicals schemes 
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SOUTHERN ROADS OPEN 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 33, FEb 83 p 19 


[Text] AN IMPORTANT landmark in the 
development of the Libyan Jama- 
hiriya’s road network came on 26th 
December when two major new 
roads were officially opened in the 
southern municipalities of Sebha 
and Shatta at a ceremony attended 
by Mr Jadallah Azouz Talhi. Secre- 
tary of the General People’s Com- 
mittee. and the Secretanes for Com- 
munications and Marine Transport. 
Housing and Utilities. One road. 
sixty kilometres in length. 1s an agri- 
cultural route in Al Shatu muni- 
cipality, while the other stretches 
360 kilometres from Sebha to the 
town of Waddan. The latter is a key 
section of the 650 kilometres route 
extending from Abu Grein. on the 
coast road near Misrata, south through 
the Sahara to Sebha. Work on the 
new roads, which cost $41.8 million. 
has been under way since Apnil 
1980. 

The Jamahiriya’s 1981-8§ 
development plan calls for the con- 
struction of 4,100 kilometres of new 
roads, and in addition the comple- 
tion of 2,400 kilometres in projects 
carned over from the 1976-80 plar. 
Development spending on transpor. 
and communications as a whole in 
the 1981-85 period has been set at 
LD 2.1 billion. of which a large 
proportion is earmarked for road 
schemes. 


CSO: 4500/110 
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DECEMBER STATISTICS ON FOREIGN RESIDENTS GIVEN 


Tripoli AL-MUNTIJUN in Arabic 19 Feb 83 p 10 


LIBYA 


[Text] The General Administration for Passports and Nationality has reported 
the number of brother Arabs and foreigners residing in the Jamahiriyah as of 


31 Dec 1982. 


Nationality 





Arab Republic of Egypt 


Tunisia 
Iraq 
Morocco 
Pakistan 
India 
Malta 
Greece 
Germany 
Russia 
Portugal 
Canada 
Syria 
Palestine 
Sudan 
Ghana 
Turkey 
Thailand 
France 
Italy 
Britain 
Bulgaria 
Romania 
America 
Algeria 
Lebanon 
Jordan 
Chad 
Korea 
Phillipines 


Number 


178332 


85942 
1054 
2691 

24698 

24171 
1447 
2373 
5718 
6926 
1575 
1016 

25803 

12221 

18140 
1051 

48274 

14391 
2802 

15739 

10831 
8824 

19087 
2632 
5412 
4297 
9357 
2748 

18671 
7687 


23 








Nationality 





Yugoslavia 
Ireland 
Czechoslovakia 
Hungary 
Poland 
Bangladesh 


CSO: 4504/216 


Number 


13531 
1054 
2531 
1725 

10738 
7720 


2h 

















LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


METHANOL PIANT--The lst methanol plant in Mersa Brega has achieved the 
largest output last year yielding 352899 metric tons. The national 
company for p«trochemicals in Brega said this quantity has exceeded the 
production capacity of the plant since operation and reached 106.64 
percent of the nominal designed capacity. [Text] [Valletta JAMAHIRIYA 
MAIL in English 12 Feb 83 p 12] 


MISSILE STRIKE CRAFT DELIVERED--The Beir Alkrarim 534, seventh of 10 
Combattante 11G missile strike craft ordered by Libya from CMN (France) 

was handed over on December 17, 1982. She had been launched on June 23, 
1981, after being laid down on March 11, 1980. The Beir Alkrarim weighs 311 
tonnes in service, is 49m overall length, 7.10m at the waterline and has 

a draught of 2m, Propulsion is by four MTU diesel engines, type MD-20- 
V538TB91, developing 18,000 hp and driving four propellors for a top speed 
of 39 knots at 284 tonnes displacement. Range is 1 600 nm at 15 knots. 

She is armed with an Oto Melara (Italy) 76/62 Compact gun forward and a 
Bofors-Breda 40 mm twin gun aft; four Otomat (Italy-France) MK 1 Clio 
surface-to-surface missile launchers. Electronic systems include a Crypto 
system, a Thomson CSF (France) Triton 2-MTI radar; a Thomson-CSF Vega 11-53 
fire control; a Thomson-CSF Castor radar; two CSEE (France) Panda optical 
fire directors; Thomson-CSF ECM and E, Lacroix (France) decoys, Crew is 

19 officers and eight seamen. [Text] [Paris AFRICAN DEFENSE in English 

No 30, Feb 83 p 6] 


BRAZIL OFFERS AIRCRAFT DEAL--Brazil's state aircraft manufacturer Embraer 
says Libya is interested in the Xingu and in the maritime reconnaissance 
version of the Bandeirante, a larger turboprop. Both aircraft cost about 
$1.5 million, Libya has also shown interest in a new version of the Tucano 
a two-seat light aircraft trainer, on which Embraer will start production 
in 1984, The Brazilian firm has denied a report that a Libya team headed 
by chief of the air force command Awad Idris was in Brazil to negotiate the 
deal, The Gazeta says Libya wants to pay for the aircraft in oil because 
of its present financial difficulties, Brazil, whose oil accounts for 
half its total import bill, has previously shown interest in such barter 
deals. [Text] [Paris AFRICAN DEFENSE in English No 30, Feb 83 p 6] 
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BRITISH CONTRACTS FOR AGOCO--THE BRITISH firm Capper Neill International has 
begun work on a $3 million contract to automate facilities at the Tobruk tank 
farm and oil terminal of che Jamahiriya's Arabian Gulf Oil Company. It is the 
firm's third order at the site since it won a $15 million award in 1980 to 
extend storage capacity. Capper Neill International hopes that work will be 
completed by March on a $6 million turnkey contract to repair and refurbish 
existing tanks at Tobruk. The British firm's workforce in Libya includes 
twenty Britons and fifty Indians. In another award to Britain associated with 
AGOCO, the UK firm of Gent has an order from South Korea's Daewoo Corporation 
for a fire system for the new AGOCO building under construction in Benghazi. 
Gent has also won an order to supply 450 clocks for the city's Gar Younis Uni- 
versity, and the two contracts are together worth $66,000. [Text] [London 
JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 33, Feb 83 p 18] 


SEA LINK TO ITALY--ON 16TH December the Italian state shipping line Tirrenia 
di Navigazione resumed a regular roll-on, roll-off service from Italian ports 
to the Libyan capital Tripoli. The 6,500 dwt Staffeta Mediterranea sails 
every eighteen days from Triest and Bari and Genoa and Naples. The vessel 
serves the Sicilian port of Catania every nine days. [Text] [London JAMAHIR- 
IYA REVIEW in English No 33, Feb 83 p 19] 


ATHENS FIRM MAPS URBAN SCHEMES--THE JAMAHIRIYA'S Utilities Secretariat has 
appointed Athens-based Doxiades Associated International Company to prepare 
maps and plans for urban schemes in several municipalities, mostly in the 
eastern part of the country. The West German firm Hansa Luftbild has a sub- 
contract for aerial photography. Completion of the work is scheduled for 
mid-1984. Doxiades has worked in Libya for about fifteen years. Its current 
projects include the supervision of the construction by three Italian firms of 
27 warehouses throughout the Jamahiriya, and a four-year old regional planning 
contract covering the Tobruk and Derna municipalities, which are included in 
the area covered by the latest award. [Text] [London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in 


English No 33, Feb 83 p 19! 
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EFFECTS OF DROUGHT EXAMINED 


MAURITANIA 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3419, 21 Feb 83 pp 457-459 


[Article by Howard Schissel] 


[Text ] 


“WHEN I was a student at Boutilimit in 
1953,” ph hon Mogdad Ould Dahane, 
Director of Transports for the Commission 
of Food Security, “we welcomed General 
de Gaulle at this fort which was sur- 
rounded by a forest and agricultural plots.” 
In February 1983 the scene was radically 
different. The old French fort built in Beau 
Geste stvle was in ruins and the surround- 
ing countryside seemed desolated. 


Boutilimit, the capital of the Trarza 
region some 200 kilometres south-east of 
Nouakchott. was once a thriving trading 
centre and the springboard for the French 
colonial conquest of Maunitania. Today it 
is a sleepy Overgrown village whose market 
place displays sparse goods for sale, even 
by Maunitanian standards. Even if the 
town has mushroomed over the past 15 
years due to the rural exodus caused by the 
ruin of the pastoral economy, this growth 
has coincided with a massive impoverish- 
ment of its inhabitants. Boutilimit’s evolu- 
tion 1s charactenstic of all other urban 
centres in the country. 


Mauritania was certainly one of the 
hardest hit of the Sahel states by the 
drought of the 1970s, with massive loss of 
cattle and crops. Now the renewed drought 
of 1982-83 is playing havoc with the parlous 
economy and engendering new suffering 
for most of the country’s 1.6 million 
people. To make things worse, the lack of 
rain could not have come at a Jess oppor- 
tune time for the herds, the key resource 
for the population in the rural areas. 


Even at the best of times, it is not easy 
for the rural population to eke out a 
meagre living from the land. Two-thirds of 
Mauritania’s 108 million hectare territory 
is covered by the desert, with only the land 
situated south of the line stretching from 
Nouakchott to Tidjikia receiving more 
than the minimum 150 millimetres of rain a 
vear necessary tO sustain basic agriculture 
and raise cattle. According to Khan 
Hadya, Director for the Protection of 
Nature at the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Mauntania has only 15 million hectares of 
land which is totally non-desertic and of 
this total some 14 million hectares are 
presently menaced by the southward ad- 
vance of the Sahara. 


Having travelled to the hinterland with a 
mission of the Commission for Food Secur- 
ity, ] was able to witness directly the effects 
of the Sahara’s onslaught. In a traditional 
grazing area like the Trarza region. trees 
were literally suffocated by advancing sand 
dunes and pastureland was dried out. 
Another example: over the past decade 
some two-thirds of the rugged acacia trees 
(producing gum arabic) within a hundred 
kilometres of the Mauritanian bank of the 
Senegal River have disappeared. Entire 
regions around Boché. R’Kiz. Tamchaket 
and Kiffa have been deprived of their grass 
cover. This situation, stresses Khan 
Hayda. only exacerbates sandstorms and 
the further deterioration of the vegetal 
environment. 











Sandstorms are common in Mauritania, 
but never have they been as bedevilling as 
in 1982-83. In Nouakchott. some houses 
are being gradually covered over by blow- 
ing sand. The trans-Mauritanian highway is 
covered over in countless spots by sand 
dunes. Bulldozers bravely try to clear a 
path through the dunes, but the forces of 
nature are by far superior to the resources 
of man. During the ten days I recently 
spent in Nouakchott it was practically 
continually twilight, as the sand in the air 
covered the sun. Because of low visibility 
over the last two months more internation- 
al flights have been cancelled than have 
landed at Nouakchott airport. The sand in 
the air also threatens the health of the 
population, more than half of whom live in 
flimsy shacks or motley tents. 

After a satisfactory growing season in 
1981-82 during which Mauritania produced 
78,000 tonnes of diverse grains (mainly 
millet, sorghum. rice and maize). 49.4(0) 
tonnes of meat and 2,500 tonnes of milk. 
the dearth of rainfall during the 1982 
hivernage has provoked widespread de- 
solation. According to the region con- 
cerned, rainfall was down on an average of 
40 to 80 per cent. Only the Hodh Chargi, 
Hodh Gharbi and Guidimaka areas re- 
ceived satisfactory rainfall. Even when the 
plants started to grow a new menace 
arrived: hordes of voracious grasshoppers. 
It is estimated that up to 9) per cent of the 
millet crop and 15 per cent of the crop 
cultivated under flood rececession techni- 
ques along the Senegal! River valley were 
destroved by these pernicious insects. Low 
rainfall throughout West Africa meant that 
the annual flood of the Senegal River (its 
source is in Guinea-Conakry) was the 
lowest since 1972-73, a particularly par- 
ched year. This has resultcd in a sharp drop 
in the amount of land planted in flooded 
depressions: from 37.(X) hectares in 198)- 
82 to only 12.000 hectares this year. Only 
rice outputs, thanks to irrigated peri- 
meters, edged upwards to 12.264 tonnes 
this year, against 7,364 tonnes in 1981-82. 

Even in a good year Mauritania cannot 
cover its own basic food nceds. Calculated 
on the Food and Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO) scale of 120) kilogrammes of cereal 
per habitant, Mauritania requires some 
130,000 tonnes a year. With only 20.000 
tonnes of grain, 20,000 tonncs of meat and 
1.225 tonnes of milk. the country's 
alimentary deficit in 19%3 has attained 
alarming proportions. 
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In these conditions famine is a spectre 
haunting Mauritania, as well as several 
other Sahelian couniries, especially Mali 
and Chad. The international community 
has already contributed large amounts of 
food aid, but the extent of the natural 
calamity is liable to make it insufficient. 
For long-term food stabilisation needs, 
USAID has contributed, 10,000 tonnes of 
wheat, the United Nation's World Food 
Programme, 8,000 tonnes, Canada 3,800 
tonnes, Belgium 1,500 tonnes and France 
4,000 tonnes, while to boost secunty food 
stocks West Germany has chipped in 3.000 
tonnes of wheat and the Common Market 
another 5,000 tonnes. In special emergency 
aid for 1983, France has contributed 4.C00 
tonnes of wheat, Spain 3,500 tonnes, the 
Common Market 5.000 tonnes and Saudi 
Arabia 20.000 tonnes. Concerning milk. a 
vital food for the nomadic populanon. the 
total deficit for 1983 is estimated at 17.225 
tonnes, after aid contribution. A mere 
1,000 tonnes of butter is expected. 

Food aid, which is essential in the 
short-term perspective, has nefarious long- 
term consequences. Most of the cereals 
supplied is wheat, a crop which Mauritania 
is incapable of growing. Thus the popula- 
tion gets used to eating bread and cualettes 
(a sort of wheatmeal pancake) and people 
then find it difficult to go back to tradition- 
al millet and sorghum. In many ways. 
today's food and prepares tomorrow's Third 
World market for wheat produced by the 
rural sector of the industrialised econo- 
mies. Also the free or subsidised distribu- 
tion of food discourages local farmers who 
find prices being pulled downwards for 
their produce That is why. underlines 
Captain Moulase Hachim. Commissioner 
for Food Security, the government has 
agreed to gradually diminish the subsidy on 
food sold by the commission. Thus, from 
13 ouguiya a kilo, the price of cereals will 
rise in the next five years to 22 ouguiya per 
kilo. The money amassed by the sale of 
cereals by the commission is placed in a 
joint account with Western donor nations 
and the proceeds utilised to finance rural 
development schemes. In 1979-1980, some 
200 million ouguiya was raised through 
these food sales and in 1982-83 this figure 
could be doubled. 

Yet another negative fallout of food aid 
is the corruption which it inevitably spawns 
in government agencies involved in dis- 
tribution. Bamako already has a quarter of 























¢he monetary-Dased urban areas. with an 
acceleration of the accumulation of wealth 
in the towns. In a report on the “Future of 
Sahelian Pastoralism in Mauntania,” pre- 

ed by sociologist Abdel Wedoud Ould 
Cheikh of the Mauntamian Institute of 
Scientific Research (IMRS), it is wnitten 
than “this is only one element in a general 
crisis characterised by a global erosion 
which effects the production-trading sys- 
tem as well as the cultural models and 
social relations which govern the reproduc- 
tion of Moorish society.” 

For one, there has been a considerable 
transfer of cattle from traditional nomads 
to city-based traders and bureaucrats. In 
this respect, it is interesting to note that the 
highest concentration of camels is around 
Nouakchott, the centre of the state 
bureaucracy’s activities. Most of these 
animals are fed with imported animal feed. 


FAO standards for the bidonville dwellers. 
Measurements taken ait the Mother and 
Child Welfare Centre in the fifth arron- 
dissement revealed that 68 per cent of 
children weigh below World Health Organ- 
isation (WHO) standards, and 35.9 per 
cent weigh less than 60 per cent of WHO 
standards. The intaat mortality rate in the 
fifth arrondissement is 257 per thousand, 
52 per cent above the national average of 
169 per thousand, itself one of the highest 
in Afnca. 

The very basis of the pastoral economy is 
now in senous jeopardy. The drought has 
depnved the herds ot tieir usual pasture- 
land. Captain Moulave Hachim estimates 
that over half of Mauntamia’s 1.2 million 
cattle, seven million sheep and goats and 
800,000 camels won't survive until the next 
rainy season in July unless an emergency 
aid of 240,000 tonnes of cereals or cattle 
feed is supplied. Given that prionty is 
accorded to food aid and other Sahelian 
countnes have also sounded the famine 
toxin, it is highly unlikely that Mauritania 
will receive more than a minute portion of 
what it needs to salvage the productive 
portion of its herds 

This vear’s drought is also liable to 
exacerbate the dnft from the destitute 
rural areas to the towns, a phenomenon 
which has already drastically altered the 
nature of Mauritanian society. For exam- 
ple, in 1965 83 per cent of the 929,000 
population was nomadic, while in 1980 this 
percentage slid to 25 per cent of Maunta- 
nia’s 1.4 million inhabitants. The corollary 
to this exodus has been the ballooning of 
the towns, specially Nouackchott. The 
same story holds true for towns like Ak- 
joujt, Rosso, Atar, Zouérate. Kaedi and 





Boghé. This shift in population increases 
the number of mouths to feed and drains 
the rural area of its manpower potential. 

According to a recent study prepared by 
Serge Theuynck, an architect working for 
the United Nations Development Prog- 
ramme in Nouakchott, and Mamadou Dia, 
a Mauritanian sociologist, this massive 
sedentarisation has meant that vast areas 
‘of spontanous housing have grown up on 
the outskirts of the towns where the 
‘shipwrecked from the desert’ are cram- 
med together in conditions of severe 
hardship ... The edifice of traditional 
society is cracking and social change is 
taking place according to the same master 
pattern of underdevelopment which all 
Third World countries suffer whilst at the 
same time presenting some unique aspects 
arising from the original conditions specific 
to Mauritania.” 

On the most basic level, changes have 
been introduced into traditional Moorish 
nomadic society. The 1977 census found 
that only 17 per cent of the nomads 
practised nomadism over a distance super- 
ior to 200 kilometres a year, and they were 
mainly concentrated in the north-east and 
the south-east regions. Semi-nomadism 
and transhumance have come to predomin- 
ate. Surprisingly. the statistics from the 
1977 census revealed that around 30 per 
cent of the nomadic population practised 
some form of agriculture, varying from 7.5 
per cent in the Nouadhibou-Inchin area 
north of the capital to 37 per cent in the 
Brakna and 52 per cent in the Gorgol. 
south-east of Nouakchott. _ 

A long-term phenomenon has been the 
brutal and steady decline in the price of 
cattle since 1968. With the nomads having 
to sell off their herds as they settled in the 
towns or to slaughter them en masse to 
prevent them from starving to death. sup- 
ply has far outstnipped demand with the 
ineluctable collapse of the market. This has 
engendered a further decline in the terms 
of trade between the pastoral economy and 
luxury accommodations which the popula- 
tion has derisively labelled the “‘villas of 
the drought.” If Nouakchott cannot boast 
the same for the moment (although the 
Tevragh Zeina quarter behind the pres- 
idential palace isn't bad}, talk of peculation 
in food aid distribution is rife in the 
Western diplomatic community. 


If Mauritama miraculously avoids wide- 
spread famine this year, persistent mal- 
nutrition will sul! be the lot for a good pro- 
portion of the population. A recent survey 
showed that 39 per cent of the families 
living in the fifth and sixth arrondissement 
in Nouakchott eat only one meal a day. 
Calory intake falls well below minimum 
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The cost of maintaining herds belonging to 
bureaucrats and traders has resulted in a 
radical alteration in the management of 
this resource in comparison with the tradi- 
tional herdsmen. Cattle to nomadic Moors 
was a livelihood and a source of prestige, 
while to urban-based “pastoralists” it is 
another form of enrichment and specula- 
tion. The ready and expanding market 
makes livestock husbandry an extremely 
lucrative outlet for those lucky enough to 
be able to purchase at rock bottom prices 
cattle from destitute nomads. 

The exacerbation of the drought this 
year is likely to further accelerate the 
disagregation of the pastoral society and 
place the mass of harratine in an even more 
delicate position. A large number have 
also dnfted to the towns in search of 
employment or joined the armed forces. 
The activist E/ Hor (Free Man) movement 
or urban-based education harratine has 
been pushing the government for bolder 
reforms — such as the much awaited land 
reform act — after the abolition of slavery 
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by President Khouna Ould Heydalla’s gov- 
ernment in 1980. But with all movement 
for social progress there are contradictory 
tendencies. Harratines in Nouakchott told 
this reporter that they were the real work 
force of the nation and Mauritania’s future 
lay in their hands. However, when queried 
about links between harratine intellectuals 
and rank and file members of the commun- 
ity in the rural areas, leading E/ Hor 
members admitted that ties were often 
tenuous. 

Nevertheless, the persistent drought in 
Mauritania has touched off the dynamics of 
social change. If the drought in Ethiopia 
largely contributed some years ho~' to the 
toppling of Emperor Haile Selaisx in 
Ethiopia, it may not necessanly bring a 
radical government to power in the im- 
mediate future in Nouakchott. But in vears 
to come the scene will slowly be set for a 
basic mutation in the ground rules which 
have governed Mauritanian politics since 
independence. 











MOROCCO 


POLITICAL PARTY REALIGNMENTS DISCUSSED IN LIGHT OF POSSIBLE RELAXATION 


London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1368, 21 Jan 83 p 35 
[Article by Salih al-Sa'id: "The Morocco Balance Leaning Toward Relaxation"] 


[Text] These days the Moroccan man in the street is actively talking about 
a new relaxation in the political climate, the relative reconciliation 
between the regime and the socialist opposition and about an expected visit 
to the palace by Abdelrahim Bouabid, First Secretary of the Socialist Union 
of Popular Forces [SUPE]. This could be the beginning of this relaxation 
that could result in the release of detained members and leaders of the 
party and the leaders of the Democratic Labor Confederation, the party's 
effective labor organization. It could also naturally, result in gaining 
permission to resume publication of the SUPF’s newsapapers; AL-MUHARRIR in 
Arabic and LIBERATION in French. This is with the understanding that this 
would pave the way for holding legislative elections in a natural climate 
in a manner which would help the stock of the government. 


Although there have been rumors about a meeting between the Moroccan monarch 
and Abdelrahim Bouabid, the first of its type since Abdelrihim Bouabid was 
released earlier last year, this has not yet happened nor has any date been 
set for the legislative elections which were expected to be held this coming 
March. However, this does not mean that Moroccan street talk has no 
foundation since all elements of ihe Moroccan situation and various 
indicators of political life during the past few weeks point in that direc- 
tion, particularly after the speech of King Hasan II before the African 
socialist parties where he stressed democratic choice and the fact that 

the Kingdom of Morocco was the only African country whose constitution 
specifically rejected the one party formula. The Moroccan monarch's 
attention to Abdelwahed Radi, head of the federated parliamentary bloc, 

was an additional indicator since he asked him about Abdelrahim Bouabid 

and expressed willingness to meet with him. Bouabid in fact got in touch 
with the palace and was visited by Ahmed Reda Guedira, a close adviser 

in the palace. They had a conversation about the current situation and the 
parameters of the next stage. According to Bouabid sources, Reda Guedira 
tried to learn the opinion of the socialist leader about current 

conditions and the latter set forth his point of view, adding: "You know 

it well." Bouabid was alluding to the measures imposed on the party's 

press and newspapers and taken against some of its leadership and unionists. 
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Based on this meetings, it had been expected that these measures would 

be lifted on the prophet's birthday and then on the anniversary of 
independence. Now there is talk that this step will be taken shortly before 
the visit of Francois Mitterrand at the end of January or right after it if 
there is an intention of separating these actions, as an internal issue, 
from Mitterrand's visit. 


In the meantime, other political elements are -tensifying their activities 
in readiness for the elections through a series of new factors that have 
emerged during the past year, principally the appearance of a balanced 
political umbrella which is a rival to all existing forces. After the 
ruling liberal party split into two parties, the present Prime Minister, 
Maati Bouabid, popped up working for a holding a new constituent congress 
for a political party in Casablanca, the name of the party to be the 
Socialist Labor Party. He extended invitations for this purpose to dozens 
of independent political personages of various leanings. The name he chose 
for his party could, at first glance, indicate that his aim is to compete 
with the Socialist Union for its broad popular base. However, that is not 
accurate first of all because of the difficulty [of accomplishing that] and 
because the prime minister's eye is really fixed on two other sources to 
strengthen his party, the first being the remnants of the National Union 

of Popular Forces which retains its loyalty to its former leader, Abdullah 
Brahim, and consequently, the Moroccan Federation of Labor which goes no 
despite the breach caused by the establishment of the Democratic Labor 
Confederation, the central union which is stronger--though less vital--and 
recognized internationally. In this course, Maati Bouabid is basing his 
calculations on his historical relationship with Abdullah Brahim and al-Mahbub 
Ben Siddik since he was a follower of their political line when he was 
picked as minister of justice and then prime minister. The illness of 
Abdullah Brahim, who is threatened with partial paralysis, will prevent him 
from continuing to play an effective, independent role in political life. 


The second source the elements of which the prime minister wishes to attract 
is his partners in the administration, that is, the Istiqlal Party, whose 
popularity has-begun to drop within their historic rank and file since they 
came into the government and took on sensitive ministries which they have 


not always been successful in running. 


The Socialist Labor Party, which will ensure Maati Bouabid a political 
presence if he is removed from the government, is the only newborn party 
which Moroccan political circles are watching. There is the Marxist- 
Leninist 23 March Movement, a secret movement with most of its leaders 
living abroad until recently, which is preparing in turn to proclaim itself 
an open political party under the name of the Popular Democratic Labor 
Organization. This movement was primarily confined to the university 

until it gradually was transformed abroad into a party entity revolving 
around the newspaper, 23 MARCH, which was printed and distributed abroad. 
Unlike the "Forward" organization, the 23 March Movement adopted stances 

in support of the Moroccan position on the Sahara and this helped its 
personnel later in returning to Morocco and publishing a monthly newspaper 
named ANWAL. This new party wants to compete with the (Communist) Progress 
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and Socialism Party, which is led by 'Ali Ya'tah and publishes the news- 
paper AL-BAYAN, particularly since this party still has had an unsteady 
position tor many years because of the unclear reformist and conciliatory 
positions of its historic leader. The 23 March group may succeed in 
attracting some radical leftwing elements which have begun to be conscious 
of the [lack of] unity and instability caused by the complicated problems 
arising from development of the political man in the street in Morocco. 
The ambitions of these persons do not end here; rather, they are also 
looking at the left wing of the SUPF, particularly after the expulsion of 
the radical current from it. It is not out of the question that this new 
party will be successful in attracting these various quarters, particularly 
because of the presence of educated and dynamic elements in it. 


The SUPF in turn is not immune to the illness of this parallel, rival 
umbrella. Although the leadership elements who were removed from the party 
earlier, led by Abderrahman Ben ‘'Umru, head of the Rabat and Sale branch 

of the party, have not yet moved toward announcing the formation of an 
independent party, they have been behaving that way based on their strong 
presence as a radical current in the regions of Rabat, Beni Mellel, Fes 

and Casablanca, as well as in the university and the rank and file of the 
Democratic Labor Confederation. Since the third congress of the SUPF, these 
elements have been waging a savage campaign against the "democratic" 
administrative machinery of the party which is led by Mohamed Yazghi. 


This party undoubtedly was not and will not be finished with the removal of 
the leaders of the rejectionist or opposition line. The lack of any 
formation of an independent political party means continued disputes over 
legitimacy within the party. This situation is like that of Mohamed Basri 
who lives in exile and who continues to be a source of misgivings, annoyance 
and worry to the friends of Abdelrahim Bouabid who are right in their belief 
that it would be better for them for a rival and independent political 

party to be established than to have the situation remain in abeyance 

with choice difficult within the single party. This quick look at the 
political geography in Morocco is merely a rapid sketch which cannot cover 
all aspects. However, it confirms that a new, strong dynamic will emerge 

as soon as the anticipated steps for the relaxation are announced. 
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SUDAN 


WORK OF MILITARY COMMITTEES REVIEWED 


Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 24 Dec 82 p 7 


(Article by Amal Mina: "This Committee Bears Some Burdens of Development in 
Country/ 


[Text/ One of the most attractive features of this committee is the remark- 
able order of its outer entrance and even its offices. This is not strange, 
for this is one of the characteristics of discipline in the army. Perhaps 
this is one of the reasons for the success of this institution in achieving 
its task, because any recruit is committed, and commitment leads to quality 


in anything. 


This article is about the Military Economic Committee, whose sign is seen 
by every passer-by on al-Qasd Street. What goes on inside is splendid and 
great, and only requires more understanding and awareness of its role. 

The citizens harmonize with the workers in all of its organizations and 


branches. That is because the pyoverb says, "One supports what one applauds." 


Beginning of Tour 


Naturally, it was not easy for us to store the castles of the military, but 
after numerous attempts, contacts and pursuits, we interviewed some military 
men and obtained from some others all of the information pertaining to the 
Military Economic Committee, whichanumber of Sudanese economists consider 

an imposing new structure for development. Others have said that it will 

not accomplish anything, and they are afraid of its monopoly over the public 
organizations and limited partnership with the private sector. However, others 
consider it a new field for competition between the public and private sec- 
tors, and competition is desirable for excellence in different fields. 


As for the workers in the committee, whether military or civilian, they be- 
lieve that this committee, with all of its potential and its capability 
resting on the abilities of the members of the People's Armed Forces, will 
play its role in the next stage in the development and evolution of the 
Sudanese economy and in guaranteeing its path toward the better. That is 
because Sudan is one of the few African countries which possesses educated, 
trained cadres who have proven their high ability domestically and inter- 
nationally when they have found the climate suitable. 








The workers in the committee add that their goals are confined to making use 
of the surplus human and material capabilities of the armed forces in 
strengthening and developing national production, in addition to achieving 
self-sufficiency in all of the requirements of the social and economic life 
of the members of the People's Armed Forces at the lowest prices and costs, 
while offering the surplus to the citizens in general at reasonable prices. 


Agricultural Aspects 


The first military official to whom we spoke was Lt General Tawfiq Salih Abu 
Kadok, head of the Operations Committee of the Sudanese People's Armed Forces 
and chairman of the board of the Military Agricultural Organization. His 
Excellency said that the organization is now managing the 550 feddan al- 
Baqayr agricultural project, the cooperative project in al-Baqayr, east of 
the Nile, with 1,500 feddans, in addition to 3,000 feddans including 250 
gardens in the al-Rahad agricultural project. In the ai-—Qadarif region 

there are 15,000 feddans cultivated mechanically, as well as another parcel 


in al-—Damazin. 


The Lt Colonel adds that the organization also purchased the Kafura farm, 

and its production of dairy products rose to three times its production at 
the time the organization took over. That is due to making use of 1,000 
feddans in eastern al-Baqayr to grow fodder. A project for a fish hatchery is 
now under study, as well as another project to fatten livestock, and the 
results of these two projects will appear shortly. The organization is also 
opening new projects for mechanized farming in the southern region. Also, 
10,000 feddans in Dongola and other sections of the northern region will be 
farmed within an integrated framework, in cooperation with the Egyptian 
People's Armed Forces. 


There are also other goais for this organization. It is concerned with 
rehabilitation and reclamation of land for farming to fill consumer needs for 
vegetables, poultry, fruit, dairy products and fish. 


Industrial Aspects 


Col A. K. Kimawi Yahya al-Zubayr, General Director of the Military Industrial 
Organization, says that the organization's fields of activity are concen- 
trated in the field of industrial production in general, in addition to its 
special interest in war industries developed to fill the needs of the army 
and the regular forces, such as establishing cartridge factories, plants to 
assemble vehicles, and factories for clothing, household appliances, and 
others for shaping spare parts and furniture. The organization will also 
supervise the military printing office. Col Yahya adds that there are several 
stages of evaluating the need for a number of factories, including the shoe 
factory, tor which a study of economic benefit was prepared by experts. This 
factory will cover the needs of the members of the People's Armed Forces and 
the regular forces. In addition, 25 percent of the factory's production will 
be set aside for children's shoes. There is also a brick factory which has 
been in existence since 1979, but work then stopped. The organization has 
prepared a new study for it so that it will be able to begin work to produce 
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12 million bricks a year, which will help to bring down construction costs 
and develop architectural style. There are also factories in the planning 
and study stage in the fields of the manufacture of dynamite and gunpowder, 
which can make use of cotton fluff in the manufacturing process. This helps 
to fill the country's need for supplies to be used in excavation work, 
projects using cement, and roads, in addition to the needs of the armed 
forces. There are also studies to establish industries in the spare part 
field which would help to cover the needs of the army and public and private 


factories. 
Field of Banking and Insurance 


The Military Organization for Insurance and Banks is one of the organizations 
under the authority. One of its goals is to encourage savings, investment 
and insurance. It was established in order to exploit the income of the 
individuals of the People’s Armed Forces and the income of the Military 
Economic Authority and its various organizations and companies. Among the 
goals of this organization is the establishment of banks working in diverse 
fields to invest and develop the fiscal resources of the members of the 
People's Forces, the authority and its organizations and companies belonging 
to it. It is also working to encourage investment for the purpose of 
achieving the goals of the national or regional plans in the fields of 
economic and social development, especially in the fields of agriculture, 
industry, housing, transportation and services, provided that they rely on 
fields which aid in self-sufficiency. This is in addition to establishing 

an investment company to carry out all of the development finance operations. 
In this regard, it may act as agent or through regional branches or agencies. 
Also among its purposes is to establish insurance organizations to cover all 


fields of insurance. 


Transportation Field 


Col Asamah 'Uthman Salih, director of the Military Organizations for Trans- 
portation, says that among the achievements of this organization are the 

big trucks which traverse the capital now to transport citizens to various 
areas. He adds that there are more buses which will be put into service to 
end the transportation crisis. The organization needs more discipline among 
the citizens in using the bus and in getting on and off so that all citizens 


have easy access to the system. 


The organization is particularly involved in purchasing and leasing cars, 
trucks and ships of various types and moving and transporting goods and 
passengers within and beyond the region, by itself or in cooperation with 
other organizations. This is in addition to establishing and administering 
repair shops and training other technical cadres in this field to serve the 


authority and state facilities. 








Medical Services 


Lt Gen Dr 'Abd-al-Salam Salih 'Isa works in the Military Organization for 
Medical Services. This organization will take over the buildings, apparatus 
and machinery of the Production Unit for Medicine in the Medical Service, 

and also the building of the al-Wafa' wing. In general, its purposes are 

to participate in the field of health services and education in order to 
develop, advance and exploit it in a way which takes into account striking 

a balance between covering the needs of the members of the People’s Armed 
Forces and the citizens in general. Through it, it will be possible to estab- 
lish health and treatment facilities of various levels at military installa- 
tions om a regional scale and to offer all medical services, whether in 
outpatient clinics, in military hospitals, or in the wings, units, or hos- 
pitals of the Military Economic Organization. Another of its missions is to 
produce medicine of all types, whether that is through companies belonging 

to the organization or by participating in companies with others within Sudan 
or outside it, as well as setting the policies necessary to market those 


products. 


Commercial Field 


Chairman of the Board of the Commercial Military Organization is al-Zubayr 
Rajab Muhammad al-’ um. This organization was established to pursue commercial 
activity of all kinds in Sudan and abroad to import, export, make purchases, 
provide guidance, encourage marketing operations, and fill the needs of the 
People's Armed Forces for supplies and equipment. 


In addition, the organization must draw up and implement the necessary 
marketing policy, including the organization's retail products and those 

of the companies belonging to it. It will also supervise the everyday opera- 
tion of existing and planned military consumer facilities. The organization 
is also working to supply retail organizations and companies with all of the 
machinery, tools, and supplies which they need to help them to achieve their 
goals. It is also working to improve and develop storage methods and equ“p 
the warehouses by modern scientific methods, in addition to training 
technical personnel in this field. 


Housing Field 


In general, the Military Organization for Housing and Reconstruction, whose 
board of directors is chaired by Lt Gen Fathi 'Umar Abu-al-Hasan, Minister 

of State for Defense, is in charge of work in the field of construction and 
reconstruction, with the aim of helping the members of the People's Armed 
Forces to settle and insure their future and their families by building 

homes and housing collectives for them at reasonable prices, supplying tools, 
equipment and construction supplies to the People's Armed Forces and its 
working members, and putting their abilities to work building roads, bridges, 
villages and collectives. In addition, it provides local building supplies at 
suitable prices and takes charge of providing qualified technical personnel, 
whether they are members of the People's Armed Forces or civilians. 








Finally 


This is an attempt to embark upon an explanation of the Military Economic 
Committee. The workers do not want to brag about their work and their 
accomplishments, but we felt we had to tell the citizens what is being done 
in this committee. Its central board of directors is headed by Ja'far 
Muhammad Nimeiri, Minister of Defense and commander-in-chief of the People's 
Armed Forces. Its general director is Maj Gen A. H. "Umar Babakr Zaruq. 

The membership of the central board of directors includes the deputy general 
director, the legal consultant and advisor, and the secretary of the central 
board of directors, in addition to the chairmen of the board and the direc- 


tors of the subsidiary organizations. 
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TUNISIA 


DEBATE ON DRAFT OF 1983 MINISTRY OF INTERIOR BUDGET 


Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 22 Dec 82 p 4 


‘Report by B. Ben Maatouk and R. Senoussi on comments by deputies during de- 
bate on draft budget for the Ministry of the Interior; date and place not 
given: "Public Safety and Government Decentralization Focus of Debate" | 
(Text | Numerous speeches were to mark the debate by the Chamber of Deputies 
representatives around the draft budget for the Ministry of the Interior. 
Fifty-four deputies were registered during the debate that ensued. 


Among the questions that were repeatedly raised were public safety in the 
face of rising delinquency and criminality, development of the territory, 
administrative apportionment -- with the establishment of new delegations and 
municipalities -- administrative decentralization, to serve the needs of the 


citizens and the regions. 


In a unanimous gesture, the nation's deputies all paid tribute to the members 
of the police force, who, often in peril of their lives, watch over the safety 
ard the protection of the public. Several speakers expressed concern that the 
restrictions on expenditures -- assumed by all departments without distinc- 
tion for 1983 -- would result in a reduction of the level of security expect- 
ed by taxpayers in the light of the renewed outbreak of violence, particular- 


ly in the capital. 


The behavior of the police officers must be irreproachable toward criminals, 
the deputies also stated, and also concerned themselves with the improvement 
of the materialconditions for police officers as well as measures for better 


protecting them in the fight against crime. 


Lastly, several of the nation's representatives asked the minister of the in- 
terior to reserve for them, in connection with the debates, a special session 


to debate what can be done to assure the safety of the public in terms of the 


fight against delinquency and crime, which are becoming alarmingly extensive. 


Khéeliffa Abid: 
"Relax relations between public and police officer" 


The speaker began by approaching the relations of police officers with the pub- 
lic, speaking in particular of the conditions under which preventive detention 


occurs. 
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In this connection, he mentioned certain attitudes that characterize the 
conduct of certain domestic police force officers, pointing out the need to 
correct certain failings and establish relations of mutual respect within the 
framework of the Moslem ethic and national solidarity. 


Mahmoud Ben Hassine: 
"Strengthen the resources available to police officers" 


This deputy took pleasure in paying tribute to the services’ rendered the 
nation as a whole by the officers of the Ministry of the Interior. He recom- 
mended that care be taken to improve the means placed at the disposal of the 
police force to strengthen the security and the protection of the public. 


Mohamed Kra‘m Mastouri 
"Hasten completion of decentralization" 


He salutec the role of Ministry of the Interior officers in domestic and for- 
eign security. Budgetary austerity must not have repercussions in the form 

of lessening of the fight against delinquency and crime, the speaker specified, 
stressing that the department had to be able to keep up its activity as much 
as required by the needs of the public in terms of security. 


Along these lines, he was pleased to note the efficiency and speed of the 
police force in connection with certain crimes that had recently occurred, 

in particular at the time of the murder of a National Guard officer in 
Kabaria. Not a week passes when we do not have to deplore the sacrifice of a 
police officer in the service of his fellow-citizens, he was to declare before 
suggesting that a message of congratulation be sent by the Chamber of Deputies 
to the officers of the Ministry of the Interior. 


In conclusion, he hoped that the effects of decentralization would increasing- 
ly meet the needs of the public. 


Kacem Azzak: 
"Ease the return to society of first-time delinquents" 


He expressed pleasure that legal criminal age has been raised to 18 years, 
pointing out the beneficial side-effects that rehabilitation is sure to have 
on first-time delinquents to easetheir return to society. 


Mohamed Chédli Neifer: 
"Deal gently with youths" 


He began by expressing his gratitude to all those who serve public security 
and protection within the Ministry of the Interior. 


The speaker earnestly hoped that the fight against crime will be strengthened 
so that the public may be reassured. However, he observed, the police officers 
must not abandon anattitude compatible with the’ role of defender of the law, 
stressing that relations with youths in particular must be improved by a less 


traumatic treatment. 
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Belgacem Moutii: 
"Develop the frontier areas" 


The speaker was concerned about the distribution of credits in connection 
with development of the regions, expressing the hope that it would be done 
with a view to the correction of regional imbalance. With this in mind, he 
recommended that more resources be set aside for the frontier areas, which 
constitute, he added, one of the essential aspects of our security. 


Salem Abdelmajid: 
"Improve preventive detention conditions" 


He recommended that small municipalities be better assisted. In connection 
with convicts under common law, the speaker hoped that measures could be in- 
troduced to make their return to society easier, before drawing attention to 
the need to improve the interior of the penitentiary environment. 


In addition, the deputy also brought up the issue of preventive detention, 
and treatment compatible with human rights as concerns prisoners. 


Regarding the BOP [Public Order Brigade],he suggested limiting recourse to it 
strictly to the circumstances requiring it, before expressing the wish that 
certificate 3 would no longer be systematically requested from job-seekers, 
to make it easier to give young offenders a second chance. 


Mohamed Slimi: 
"Status of Ministry of the Interior officers" 


The evolution of people depends closely upon their security, he was to point 
out before paying tribute to the services rendered the community by the offi- 


cers of the Ministry of the Interior. 


In addition, he expressed the hope that the promulgation of the status of 
officers of the Ministry of the Interior would occur soon, before recommending 
that the OMDAS [expansion unknown] corps be better equipped to meet the 

needs of those under its administration. 


Mohamed Ben Aleya: 
"Develop Civil Defense resources" 


le called for observation of a scientific effort to take into account all 
possible data before proceeding to an administrative reapportionment, with the 
active participation of regional supervisory personnel. 


The speaker recommended developing the resources made available to Civil De- 
fense, in particular in the forest areas of the North of Tunisia, to increase 


their etfectiveness in the event of disaster. 
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Salah Lahmar: 
"Meet the needs of the public better" 


The safety of citizens, the rise of violence with delinquency and crime were 
brought up by the deputy, who asked that the dangers to which police personnel 
are exposed in their work be taken into consideration. 


Municipalities and OMDAS, he was to state, must be able to develop to respond 
to the growing needs of those under their administration. 


Rachid Mbarek: 
"Preserve citizens’ security " 


The representative esseritially based his speech on the rehabilitation of ju- 
venile deliquents, suggesting the establishment of a specific fund to support 


this action. 


As for security, he recommends making sure that it is strengthened to preserve 
the tranquillity of the citizens and of tourists visiting our country, while 
preserving its distinguished image. 


Belgacem Hamadi: 
"Help small municipalities" 


This deputy suggested that the Governorate Council be elected, before recom- 
mending that the situation of temporary workers in the governorates is legal- 


ized. 


With respect to the ONAS [National Public Sanitation Office], the speaker 
hoped that it would give more assistance to the small municipalities. The 
mining areas, he was to add, should be able to have available better equipped 


and stronger Civil Defense. 


Concerning the rise of violence and crime, he appealed for greater attention 
to be paid to them and appropriate means for combating them to be set aside. 


Ali Tounsi: 
"Strengthen the authority of the state" 


At the beginning of his speech, the deputy expressed his pleasure in the work 
undertaken so far by the Ministry of the Interior to assure the safety of the 
public. Nevertheless, Mr Tounsi made certain proposals concerning the minis-— 
try's budget and the measures implemented for its proper operation. 


At issue, for example, is the matter of increasing National Security officers' 
salaries and making available to them adequate means of transportation, both 
in the capital and in the interior of the country. That is the sort of thing 
that would strengthen the authority of the state. 


The municipality, in the deputy's opinion, has an undeniable role in develop- 
ment. In this connection it would be desirable to take a closer look at the 
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material resources granted to the municipality, both for the payment of its 
employees and for the completion of certain projects. Anu that cannot be put 
off indefinitely. The credit banks of local communities ought also to be 
strengthened. The deputy also asked for services to citizens to be increased. 


Tijani Lassoued: 
"Reduce the risks run by Security officers" 


After praising the efforts of the ministry, Tijani Lassoued insisted on call- 
ing attention to a certain number of points. For a start, he brought up a pro- 
blem involving the Security officers. The latter, the deputy feels, run defi- 
nite risks in the performance of their duties. He wondered whether the minis- 
try was planning to make resources available to them so that they can defend 


themselves. 


Boujemaa El Hamdi: 
"Pay tribute to the Security officers" 


Succeeding Mr Lassoued, Mr El Hamdi also praised the merits of the Ministry 
of the Interior. In addition, he proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to 
the Security officers for the role that they play in our country, especially 
during the recent floods. 


Taking up another aspect, the deputy called for the strengthening of manpower 
in the local communities and providing them with adequate material resources. 


Mohamed Hechmi Gouadria: 
"Improve material conditions for city officers" 


After paying tribute to the efforts made by the ministry, the deputy insisted 
on presenting certain proposals. 


Decentralization, he stated, cannot be successfully carried out until the ma- 
terial resources at the ministry's disposal are strengthened. Now, this depart- 


ment disposes of very limited resources. 


He also called for improvement in the material conditions of municipal offic- 
ers, so that they can do their work properly. Moreover, a better administra- 
tive apportionment in the center and southern regions in particular, would 
be the basis for a revision of the situation of the municipalities. 


Mohamed El Kefi El Amri: 
"Fight rural exodus" 


The fight agains the flight from the countryside requires the strengthening 
of public safety stations, stated Mr El Amri. He also called for revision of 


the status of Security officers. 


Concerning the status of prisoners, the deputy hopes that it will be revised 
to permit better integration of the latter into society. 











Mohamed Lassoued: 
"Give the police officers adequate resources to fight crime" 


The deputy asked for police officers to be supplied with the necessary means 
to combat crime. Indeed, it is by no means a matter of raids, because it is 
better to prevent than to cure, and that by fighting crime at its origin. A 
new style of working will also have to be adopted within communities. 


Mhedheb Chihaoui: 
"Assure better balance among the regions" 


The community councils must be given the power of decision within the regions. 
That is of a nature to strengthen regional development action, Mr Chihaoui 
considered. A better balance must also be assured among the various regions 
of the country, while increasing the efficiency of the control services. 


He also proposed the establishment of specialized tax collecting stations 
at the community level. 


Moncef Ben Mosbah: 
"Economic abuses must be denounced" 


At the beginning of his speech, the deputy asked for a strengthening of the 
Civil Defense services. 


He also considered that budgetary restriction for this department is exces- 
Sive. 


As for the decentralization action, it can only be successfully carried out 
if the municipal councils are given broader powers. 


In addition, he denounced the economic abuses committed by certain officials, 
particularly as concerns embezzlement. 


Belgacem Manita: 
"Extend the powers of the Municipal Councils" 


Mr Manita asked for a strengthening of the role of municipal councils by the 
broadening of their powers, for example, by letting them carry out the deve- 


lopment programs. 


Moncef El Ouati: 
"It is not enough to pursue delinquents" 


Recognizing the difficulty that hinders the action of this ministry, particu- 
larly as concerns the fight against crime, Mr El Ouati stated that it is not 
enough to pursue delinquents. Indeed, adequate solutions must be found and 
an effort made to change attitudes. 


He also wondered about’ the project for the establishment of a fund for urban 


development. 














Returning to the problem of delinquency, Mr El Ouati stated that the fight 
against violence does not depend only upon the ministry, but also upon the 
family and the education system. Certificate 3 must incidentally not be a 
handicap in the return to society of a prisoner, especially in the case of 


small offenses. 


Moncef Foudhaili: 
"Settle the public by strengthening the role of frontier municipalities" 


The deputy stated that it is necessary to strengthen municipalities' man- 
power so that they can deal with the demographic boom. 


Mr Fouchaili also proposed strengthening the role of the frontier municipali- 
ties to enable the public to settle in one place more easily. To do this, it 
would be desirable to assure adequate material conditions, particularly as 


concerns urban development. 


Belgacem Dabcha: 
"Subdivide the large governorates" 


Like his predecessors, Mr Dabcha called for the strengthening of the Security 
system and the granting of powers of decision to the governorate council. 


In addition, the public must be brought closer to the administration, and the 
big governorates should be subdivided. 


Salah Zoghlami: 
"Strengthen the training of police officers" 


The regional administration has an important role to play, stated Mr Zoghlami, 
but he deplores that regional planning has been deferred until the 8th Plan, 
while there exist competent supervisory personnel. 


Thought shouldbe taken now about setting up plans at the regional level and 
strengthening the power of the government. 


In addition, the deputy requested that more thought be given to the training 
of police officers, and not just to increasing their numbers. 


Azzouz Rbal: 
"Police officers must be irreproachable" 


The Ministry of the Interior has an undeniable social and political responsi- 
bility, stated Mr Rbai. Security officers must therefore be irreproachable 

and vigilant, and at the same time respectful of cistizens. He nevertheless 
denounced the us of violent measures. The police officer must be the symbol of 


the country's development. 
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TUNISIA 


AUTOMOBILE RADIATOR FACTORY PLANNED FOR GAFSA 


Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 20 Dec 82 p 9 
Article by M. Marouki: "A Radiator Factory at Gafsa" } 

Text} In its development efforts, Tunisia is incresingly hoping to promote 
industry, and especially automobile electronic and mechanics and related in- 
dutries in which it is lagging. 


During a seminar on the 6th Plan bringing together many different partners, 
the officials had specified the goals, inlcuding the development of the auto- 
mobile and untility vehicles sector. To this end, they stated, the specializ- 
ed subcontracting industry will be a great resource, for we spend a large 
amount of foreign currency for importing spare parts. 


Ir is into this framework that fit the objectives of the new company, "'The 
radiator,'' which has just been established. Thus a promotional prospectus 
states that this industrial plant to be established at Gafsa will make it pos- 
sible to meet the radiator needs of the Tunisian market, as regards radiator 
shells spare parts for radiators, for tourist and industrial vehicles. 


In addition, a portion of this company's output (about 35 percent) will be ex- 
ported to France, more precisely, to the Renault company and within the frame- 


work of compensation. 


Moreover, as a result of the trade assistance of the French Chausson company, 
there is a plan to develop export of another portion of the output to certain 
countries in Africa and the Middle East. 


Contracts providing for the establishment of this radiator company will be 
signed today between BDET [Economic Development bank of Tunisia], the promo- 
tor of the project, Mr Ben Khélifa, and the STIA |Tunisian Automobile Industry 
Company!, on the one hand, and the Renault industrial vehicles state company 


ind the Chausson company on the other. 


The investment agreed to, namely 2.1 million dinars, will make it possible to 

create 73 jobs and an annual output of 20,000 radiators and 15,000 radiator shells. 
However, the real output capacity may exceed 60,000 units which could be used 

for various makes of light cars as well as industrial vehicles (Peugeot, 


Renault, Isuzu, Fiat, OM, etcetera). 
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Creation then, for the first stage, of 73 jobs, implantation outside the in- 
dustrial areas of the big cities, but at Gafsa, which amounts to a first step 
in the industrialization of this disadvantaged region, participation in a 
genuine foreign currency economy.... But this company also contributes to 
the improvement in the rate of industrial integration (100 percent for the 
beams and 60 to 75 percent for the radiators). 


It is by increasing the number of such efforts and especially by encouraging 
them that our industry would be developed and precisely in this way our 
economy's balance would be improved, particularly as concerns the baiance of 
trade. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


FLOODS AFFECT DATE HARVEST--Mohamed Hafsa, governor of Kebili, presided on 
Wednesday over the fourth ordinary session of the governorate council for the 
1982 financial year. The governor announced, at the beginning of the meeting, 
that President Bourguiba's health was improving, and in the name of all the 
citizens of Kebili, he wished him a prompt recovery so that he could continue 
the country's progress toward development. Mr Hafsa then presented to the 
participants an account of the general situation in the governorate as a re- 
sult of the damage caused by the recent floods, which affected in particular 
the agricultural sector and the basic infrastructure, pointing out especially 
that the date harvest had been affected in a range of 25 to 70 percent, and 
that damage in the various sectors are estimated at 6 million dinars. In this 
connection, the governor praised the sollicitude shown by the head of state to 
this region in sending two members of the government to take note of the ex- 
tent of the damage, and stressed the moral support and material aid given by 
Mrs Wassila Bourguiba. Mr Hafsa announced the project for the development of 
90 hectars at Segui and the planting of 10,000 pistachio nut trees. The gov- 
ernor also announced the execution shortly of a project for the construction 
of 600 housing units and the establishment of 20 new OMDAS [expansion unknown } 
in the region. [Text] [Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 20 Dec 82 p 8] 


12149 


CSO: 4519/113 


48 











ISRAEL 


DISCRIMINATION AGAINST SEPHARDIC JEWS IN ISRAEL DESCRIBED 
TAO91410 Moscow Radio Peace and Progress in Hebrew 1730 GMT 9 Feb 83 


[Text] Over a month has passed since the tragic event in the Tel Aviv quarter 
of Kfar Shalem which to this day arouses bitterness and anger among vast 
sectors of the public. Such events exacerbate interfactional tension in 
Israel. The tragedy began when the Yehoshu'a family, who had been living 
under terrible crowded conditions in their house in Kfar Shalem, built a 
little room--for the purpose of somewhat easing their suffocating living 
conditions--without a license from the municipality. 


The mayor of Tel Aviv immediately issued an administrative destruction order 
and instructed the police to carry it out. When the police, the border police 
and municipality personnel arrived at the house, the father of the family, 
82-year-old Yisra'el Yehoshu'a, asked the municipal official in charge: Just 
wait a little bit, the order is on its way here, my son has just called from 
the court to tell me about it. However, the official refused to wait and 
ordered the bulldozer to go ahead. Then, one of old Yehoshu'a's sons asked 
the policeman in charge to stop the bulldozer and when the latter refused 
another son, Shim'’on, who had been recently released from the IDF, climbed 

an the roof and fired a warming shot in the air to stop the bulldozer. At 
that point, the policeman also fired his gun and the first bullet hit Shim'on 
in the head and he died on the spot. 


It is a known fact that there are laws in Israel which empower mayors and local 
councils with administrative jurisdiction which is applied only to Oriental 
inhabitants in the suburbs. The order whose implementation caused the death 
of Yehoshu'a was issued based on one of those laws. 


Not only is the Arab population the victim of discrimination but also Oriental 
Israelis who are generally used in Israel as cannon fodder or cheap labor. 
The discrimination against Oriental Israelis is many-sided and comprehensive. 


According to official statistics, over 25 percent of the Oriental Israelis live 
under the poverty line. The per capita income of these families has dropped 
during Prime Minister Menahem Begin's term in power and it currently amounts 

to 47 percent of the income of families of European and North American 
extraction. Oriental youths have by and large no real chance of getting an 
education, it is simply not within their reach. The number of Oriental children 
in high schools does not even reach 30 percent of the general number of students 
and is less than 15 percent in the universities. 
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The French magazine LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE points out in this context that 
although 65 percent of Israelis are of Sephardic extraction their representa- 
tion in the political and economic top echelon of the country is only 20 percent. 
For example, only 27 Knesset members are of Sephardic extraction as opposed to 

88 Knesset members of Ashkenazi origin. Only 3 percent of senior Israeli 
officials are of Oriental extraction. This is a deliberate policy of the 

ruling circles in Israel. This policy is aimed at blocking the way of 

Sephardic Jews to important posts in the civil service, the army, in scientific 
institutions and so on. 


According to the French journal (VIE OUVRIER) Sephardic Israelis constitute 
a reserve of cheap labor for the ruling class but nothing more than that. 
Such a situation increases the resistance movement among Sephardic factions 
in Israel. The possibility should not be ruled out that it might ultimately 
lead to a polical explosion among second-class Israelis. 
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ISRAEL 


SEIZED WEST BANK LANDS SAID NOT STATE LANDS 
Tel Aviv HA*ARETZ in Hebrew 12 Dec 82 p 7 
(article by Ammen Rubenstein: “Beyend the Green Line"| 


(Tex¢] The expansion ef urban settlements beyend the Green Line has become a 

fait accempli: cheap heusing, a shert distance frem the large urban centers, natu- 
rally attract Israelis whe im this way can achieve heusing ef the highest standard 
fer the lewest prices. We are net talking abeut settlements, but bedreem suburbs 
— "residency" in the efficial language — clese te the place ef werk and effering 
many Israelis the pessibility ef leaving crewded cities and living in nice neigh- 
berheeds. Bringing Jews te Judea and Samaria in this way is easy and effective, 
fer it requires me sacrifice, but en the cemtrary: the attractien is the space 

and standard ef living fer the individual. It is emeugh te read the advertisements 
which seduce the custemers te realize this. If we add te this advertisements which 
premise reads which skirt Arab villages -—— then the attractien is increased seven- 


feld. 


Prem the peint ef view ef members ef the Greater Land ef Israel movement and the 
gevernment, this is a great success, and the prespect ef meving tens of theusands 
ef Jews ever the Green Line is mere perceptible than ever. The place of the trickle 
ef settlements and eutpests is new taken by a great stream ef Israelis whese meti- 
vation is net ideelegical but cemfert seeking. The attractien is great, and since 
all secters ef te ecenemy — first and feremest the Histadrut ecememy — are 
partners in the enterprise, the transitien te mew residency is net limited te 
Israelis having a certain philesephy. Mereever, frem the peint ef view of the 
gevernment, the mere this streem increases, and the mere the number of Jews beyend 
the Green Line grews, se will suppert increase fer the line which will seek a 
greater land ef Israel and which will oppese any cencessiens; a man living in 
Judea and Samaria will naturally tend te defend his private preperty. 


But are we talking abeut private preperty? Beyend the Green Line is eccupied terri- 
tery, where at least theeretically there prevails a military administration and 
Jerdanian law. In recent years, there have been many disturbances in this legal 
situatien, and there have been many law suits between Jewish-Israelis and local 
Arabs in the eccupied territeries. Even the werd “eccupied" has been erased fren 
the law beeks. But the legal status ef the territeries has net changed, and there 
is still me gevernment ready er willimg te impese Israeli law there. 


51 














Because ef this, the gevernment has net exprepriated lands fer the residents accerd- 
ing te law, fer there is no Israeli law which enables the exprepriatien ef that 
territery. Mest ef the activities im lands are carried out by the military admin- 
istration, which helds the administratien ef “lands ef the state” even if they are 
net lands ef the state ef Israel, fer Israel has net impesed its laws en the ter- 
riteries, and it has net natiemalized the lands ef the Jerdanian gevernment. By 
virtue of internatienal law, a military administratien was set up, and it helds 
temperary title te the lands. This cenceptien — in reference te privately ewned 
lands — must be carried eut fer military purpeses; but in any event, even in 
reference te lands ef the Jordanian gevernment, the cenception dees not pretend te 
transfer ownership of even unregistered land te the state ef Israel. 


We are thus talking abeut a temperary seicure,.which dees net invelve any deed 
decument. On the strength of this temperary nature, the high court justified the 
seizure of private lands, but that is the nature ef every seizure, wherever it 
may occur, even with what we call “state lands" which were never expropriated, 
were never transferred, and fer which ne cempensation was ever paid. 


There are those who say — even theugh the matter is net certain — that the activity 
of the Israeli gevernment is in vielatien ef the feurth Geneva Cenventien, which 
was accepted by Israel and te which it is a sigmatery. Paragraph 49 of the conven- 
tion says that "the eccupying pewer shall net transfer parts ef its civilian popu- 
lation to the territory which it has eccupied", When Israel ratified the convention, 
the gevernment took it seriously. The special General Staff erder number 33.0133 
requires seldiers ef the IDF te adhere to the cenvention. Immediately after the 

Six Day War, the military gevernment issued a decree regarding security orders, and 
in paragraph 35 it explicitly states that "a military court and a military court 
administration will upheld the order ef the Geneva cenventien of 12 August 1949 
regarding the defense of civilians in time ef war(...) and where there is a con- 
flict between this decree and the aferementioned cenventien, the erder ef the 


cenvention shall prevail", 


Moreover, in the early court cases that dealt with what was going on in the terri- 
tories, the state's counsel agreed te litigate according to the Geneva Cenvention. 
But today, all of that is past. Any mentien of the convention has been erased fron 
the decrees of the military gevernment, and recently the state's ceunsel has 
ceased te be willing to litigate accerding te the Geneva Convention, 


Thus, in fact, the Geneva Conventien has ceased te apply to the eccupied terri- 
tories. The official reason is that Israel does net recegnize the jurisdiction 
of the convention because that would mean an indirect recognition ef Jordanian 
sovereignty over Judea and Samaria. But the ingenueusness of this strange claim 
is pierced by the refusal to apply it to the Gaza Strip, where Egypt does not 
Claim, and never has claimed, sovereignty over that territory. 


Regarding this situation, Judge Vitkin, a past member of the high court, has said 
seme sharp and clear words: "...It is errer to think ... that the Geneva Conventien 


does net apply to Judea and Samaria. It does apply ever though (.0-) it is not 
jurisdictien in this court". 








In other words, the convention is in effect, but the government refuses to honor 
its international obligations. Accerding te the government, it is ebserving the 
humanitarian requirements of the conventien, without impesing it officially. But 
in this matter Judge Witkin alse has his say: "I weuld not say that the humani- 
tariam requirements of the cenventien are directed only tewards the defense of 
human life, health, honer, and freedem, and net te the defense of preperty. Who 
knews better than us the value ef an inheritance." 


But even after the Geneva Conventien has been erased frem law in the territories, 
there still remains the basic element on the basis ef which the military cemmander 
maintains his temperary held en the land ef the eccupied territery. In a series 

ef decisions, the High Ceurt determined the temperary nature as an essential basis 
fer the legitimacy ef that hold. Thus Judge Landau, the ome time head of the ceurt, 
said clear and direct words en this issue: 


"The decisien te build a permanent settlement, intended frem the beginning to be 
permanent -— even beyend the term of the military gevermment in Judea and Samaria — 
enceuntered a legal stumbling bleck which ceuld met be everceme, because the mili- 
tary gevernment cannet create facts fer military purpeses which are intended te 

last beyond the military centrel ef that territery". 


These words were said regarding the seizure of private lands, but they also apply 
te the same extent te the seizure ef any lands by the military cemmander. Anyene 
whe reads the feregeing passage and ethers like it, amd cempares the words of the 
judges te the reality in the field, and the advertisements to build a heme in 
Samaria, ceuld laugh or cry, aceerding te his peint ef view. Accerding to Judge 
Haim Kehen, there is but one werd te describe what is happening te land on the 


West Bank: "theft", 


The building of bedroom suburbs beyend the Green Line will net enly eccur in eccu- 
pied territery, subject te the law ef military gevernment. It will alse oceur en 
land not the preperty ef the gevernment, except in cases where the land is purchased 
en a private basis frem the Arabs. The reads will bypass Arab villages in which 
nem—citizens live, these denied all pelitical rights, whe cannet vete er be elected, 
whe are subject te a law different frem Israeli law, a law applying by patents 

and tricks te the Jewish residents ef the same regien. 


I kmew well that these censideratiens will net ceunter the attractien, and the 
will te build a house in territery whieh is net — even under the Likud regime — 
under the jurisdiction ef the state ef Israel. But it is werth recerding these 
werds, and it is werth knowing that wheever pretests this distertien of basic 
legal cencepts is being faithful te the fundamental concepts ef a democratic 


seciety and the rule ef law. 
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ISRAEL 


AI-PAJR STAFF, FINANCING ASSESSED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 10 Dec 82 Weekend Magazine pp 12-13 
[article by Michal Meron: "The Voice of the PLO in Jerusalea"] 


[text] Men dressed in civilian clothing entered the "Jerusalem Office for Journalis- 
ic Pieces" and conducted a basic search. On leaving, they took with them among 
other things, several issues of old newspapers. After a month, the owner of the 
office, Sam'an Khuri, a 34 year old Jerusalemite, was summoned for interrogation, 
from which he returned home only after 17 days. He says that no one struck hin, 

no one insulted him during his imprisonment, which he spent alone in a cell. But 

for two days, he says, they delved well into his memory. From Tuesday at noon until 
Wednesday at noon, "I was put on my feet, my hands tied behind my back, with a 

heavy sack on my bead. After 24 hours of this standing, I collapsed". 


Sam'an Khuri was released after 17 days, after he was judged guilty of and fined 
for having two issues of Al-~ HURIYA, the organ of the Democratic Front for the 


Liberation of Palestine. 


Shurbaji Zifrish, a professional graphics artist, is limited in his movements in 
Israel. For a year he has been prohibited from crossing beyond the Green Line. 

His relatives and friends, who live on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip, have not 
seen him since the decree was issued, and will not see him in the foreseeable 


future. 


Ziad Abu-Ziad, a 42 year old Jerusalem jurist, bought a new car a month ago. He used 
his car before he had a chance to change the license plates from a yellow number 

© @ blue number. On the order of an officer of the military government, he was 
jailed for 48 hours, which stretched into 96 hours, which stretched into a week. 


Abu-Ziad was held in a small room, unventilated, with two other men, one of whom 
was a convicted murderer awaiting sentence. For seven days, he left the room only 
to go to the toilet, once or twice a day. He was forced to eat his meals with his 
hands (knives and forks are not allowed in detention cells). After heavy pressure 
from the press and media in Israel, Ziad Abu-Ziad was released, and as of this 


writing he has not been charged in court. 
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Ma'amun al-Siyad, a resident of Ramallah, has been confined for two and a half 
years to his city. He cannot leave Ramallah on the order of the commander of the 
Central Command, who accused him of membership in the Committee for National Direction, 


The common denominator of these four men is that all of them are senior editors of 
the Arab newspaper AI-PAJR AL-ARABI ("the Arab dawn") which is published in East 
Jerusalem, Sam'an Khuri is the editor of the English edition of AIL-FAJR, Shurbaji 
Zifrish is the graphics editor of AL-FAJE in Hebrew, and Ziad Abu-Ziad is the chief 
editor of the Hebrew edition, and acting editor of the Arabic AL-FAJR. Ziad Abu-Ziad 
is filling tne position of Ma'’amun As-Siyad, who has been prevented from the editing 
of the paper since he was restricted to Ramallah, 


The publisher of the paper, Paul Ajluni, an American of Palestinian origin, has been 
forbidden by the government to enter Israel since he declared, two years ago, that 
he was acting as advisor to the PLO mission at the UN. In spite of these facts, and 
harrassment, the journalists work at the paper by means of government factors, and 
in spite of the heaping of difficulty by censorship and the issuance of closure 
decrees against the paper from time to time, AlL~FAdR AI“ARABI continues to appear 


regularly. 


Recently, there was even added to the Arabic and Rnglish editions a third in Hebrew. 
AL~FAJR operates on a small budget, with primitive printing equipment and a small 
staff which is used in putting out all of the editions. The Hebrew edition has 

been a small dream of the AL-FAJR people for a few years, and its purpose is to 
bring the Palestinian public closer to the Israeli public and to create a bridge 


between the two sides. 


AL-FaJR AL‘ARABI was founded 11 years ago, with the primary purpose of inventing 
employment for Joe Yusuf Nasser, the brother-in-law of Paul Ajluni. Ajluni had 
emigrated to America with his family while still a child, and he had done quite 
well there. His wife's brother, Yusuf Nasser, lived in Jerusalem and had worked 
in education. Ajluni and his wife wanted to help him leave that field and set 
himself up in life. So Omar International was set up, and it published the paper. 
Of course, Yusuf Nasser was appointed as chief editor. 


After the first goal was achieved, and the brother from Jerusalem had work, the 
realization of the second goal began: the publication of a paper which would con- 
Sistently attack the policy of the Israeli occupation, In its first cycle, AL-FAJR 
appeared in Arabic as a weekly, and the editor was concerned that upon the appearance 
of the first issue, all supporters of Jordan in the territories would be sharply 
attacked, along with those who collaborated with the Israeli military administra- 
tion and who kept the faith with King Husayn, Among those who were attacked in 
particular were members of the Ja'abari family of Hebron. 


Teo years after the first appearance of the paper, on 5 February 1974, Joe Nasser 
was kidnapped and has not been seen since. 


The Israeli police opened an investigation and arrested Yasser Al-Qa'aqi, who confessed 
to kidnapping Joe Nasser and to delivering him to the Ja*abari family in Hebron. Al- 
aa'agi was convicted and sentenced to 7 years in jail. After partly serving his sen- 
tence, Al—Qa'aqi left the country for the U.S. Members of the Ja‘abari family were 
arrested for interrogation, but denied any involvement in the kidnapping and were 
released. Joe Nasser has still not been found to this day. 








Paul Ajluni was not defeated by this attempt to intimidate him. On the contrary, 
the business man, the owner of a chain of cleaning stores and clothing shops, he 
decided to change the weekly into a daily, and to continue the struggle started 
by his brother-in-law, Joe Nasser. Khana Sanyura took Nasser's place as editor 
responsible for the paper, and Bashir Ba‘aruti was appointed executive editor. 


With these appointments, there began the communist period of the paper. Between 
1974 and 1976, the paper was infiltrated by persons of a communist point of view, 
and they operated it and determined its policies. In 1976, Ajluni decided that 
the new line of the paper was not right for him. He closed the paper, and the 
workers were fired, Bashir Ba’aruti was dismissed, and the paper was reopened. 
Its policy was to support the PLO, and it followed the line of the Palestinian 
National Movement. 


Khana Sanyura remained the chief editor. The Sanyura family is well known in 
Jerusalem, because of its famous butcher shop. Khana Sanyura is the nephew of 
the owner of the butcher shop, he is a Catholic and lives in Ramallah, and is 
45 years old. Although Sanyura is the chief editor, the strong man on the paper 
is undoubtedly Ziad Abu-Ziad, a tall dark man with a sympathetic smile, who is 
fluent in Hebrew. 


Ziad was born in the Azariah neighborhood of Jerusalem, and studied law in Damascus. 
After the occupation of Jerusalem, he left law and went into education. In 1969 

he began to work as a journalist, and as the editor of the paper AI—QUDS. He is 
married for the second time, and he has eight children. His present wife is a 
teacher specializing in Imglish language and literature. 


Ziad's brother sat in jail for 10 years, having been convicted of membership in 
Al-Fatah, and Ziad himself was jailed once for two months, charged with membership 
in a hostile organization, but he was released when he could not be brought to 
trial. Since then, he was not arrested for years, until last month. Between the two 
jailings, he was only bothered a few times by the Israeli authorities, who occas- 
sionally would summon him for long and tiring interrogations. But today, he fears 
for his skin, and is careful not to discuss the issue lest he get into trouble. 


Ziad Abu-Ziad's style during the long discussions between us, lasting for several 
nights at the editorial desk of AI-FAJR, is very cautious. He knows that they are 
lying in wait for him, that they are looking for him. He does not want to give 
the people of the civil administration or the authorities even the slightest pre- 
text for jailing him again, for calling him in for interrogation, or in the worst 
case, for closing the paper. 


Al—FaJR AL-ARABI is housed at Shechem Road 19, in a small dark alley. People work 
there day and night, in large half empty rooms where the temperature of the Jeru- 
salem winter freezes the fingers. 


Ziad Abu-Ziad is free to talk with me only in the evening, after eight o'clock, In 
the mornings, he runs to arrange affairs at the Hebrew AL-PAJR. In the afternoons 

he is working on the Arabic AL-YAJR, where he writes the daily editorial. Al-~PAJR 
AI-ARABI is a daily, the Englisi: edition is a weekly, and the Hebrew edition is a 

bi -weekly which encounters difficulties in distribution (there were no distribution 
companies which would agree to distribute the Arabic edition). In contrast, the 





military censor does not show great interest in the Hebrew edition, which is 
directed to the Israeli reading public that is already fed by the Israeli press. 


In the fourth issue of the Hebrew AL—-FAJR, there appeared in the main headline the 
first and only interview until then which Paul Ajluni conducted with Israeli 
prisoners. The interview and the pictures, which were published in six columns, 
aroused great feeling in the country and among the families of the captives. Along- 
side the interview with the captives there appeared, in a box, a shorter news item: 
“Gas Explosion Destroyed the Administration Building in Tyre", 


After one short and abbreviated informative section, about the losses and the number 
of persons killed, AL-FPAJE adds interpretative words. The writer decides that the 
heavy cost in loss of life again proves that the security of Israel and the Israeli 
people is not in Lebanon or any other territory, but in real peace with the Pal- 


estinian people. 


The Hebrew, like the Arabic and English AL*PAJR is not what one might call a free 
press. It is a very tendentious press and all those involved in it see their task 
as a national mission. Their pen is to serve only the Palestinian people. 


Ziad Abu-Ziad says: "We see the PLO as our representative, and therefore we support 
it and its conceptions, We support the creation of a Palestinian state alongside 
the state of Israel. All of Israel's talk about a Palestinian pact is nothing but 
avoidance and empty talk. What is decisive is what happenes in the field. And there 
are facts in the field which cannot be avoided. There are two peoples. The one pos- 
Sible solution for them is a partition of the country into two peoples. If Israel 
wants a purely Jewish state, and not a democratic or secular state as we have pro- 
posed, then you should be rid of us already. Kill us, because otherwise we will turn 
you into a bi-national state, which is something you very much do not want, 


Ziad Abu-Ziad assures me that in spite of the fact that his paper would be ready 

to publish other opinions, as long as they are of interest, any article which would 
reject the establishment of a Palestinian state would find its way to the waste 
basket. In AL-PAJR they preach freedom of the press, but only up to a certain 
point. 


The expression "freedom of the press" brings a cynical smile to Ziad's lips. From 

the archives of the paper he brings files on top of files flowing with material 

which was cut by the censor. A glance at the news and articles which were cut, or 
partially censored, leaves me in great confusion. Among the materials are announcements 
of obituaries, and news containing information which had already appeared in all of 

the Israeli media, in Hebrew and even in Arabic. 


A report about people of the Committee for Solidarity with Bir-Zeit who tried to 
get from Tel Aviv to Bir-Zeit, was cut. A report from a Lebanese newspaper, which 
accused the Phalange af responsibility for the massacre at Sabra and Shatilla was 
cut. An article by Dr Sabar Husayn, a lecturer at the University of Abu-Dis who was 
fired, protesting the policy of the civil administration which on the one hand was 
firing lecturers and on the other complaining of a lack of manpower, waa cut. 











Exact translations of articles from the Israeli press and YEDIOT AHARONOT were 
removed. An editorial, telling readers of AL-FAJE of the appointment of an inves- 
tigating commission of the slaughter of Palestinians was removed. Judgments by 
military courts were regularly censored out. Most of these judgments were affirmed 
and appeared in the Israeli Arabic newspaper AI-ANBA, but were censored out of 
AL-FPAJR. Even very informative news, such as the reopening of a teachers school 
which had been closed following demonstrations in the preceding week, was censored 
out. All translations of material from the Israeli press dealing with settlements 
in the occupied territories were censored. Censorship likewise was applied to 

news of land expropriations. Also censored were reports of persons killed in 
clashes with Israeli forces in the territories, 


All material written for AL-PAJR in Arabic, from political news to obituaries and 
crossword puzzles, is sent to the censor for review. Every day, a messenger from 
AL-PAJR makes his way from the newspaper office in the old city to Irgun House 
in the new city, where the military censor's offices are located. The AIl-FAJR 
messenger goes this way three times each night — at eight-thirty, at ten, and 
at eleven o'clock, when he comes back with the news earmarked for AI-FAJR's first 


page. 


The first page, which includes all of the "news", is also the most problematic page. 
"Today, w2 do not even waste any time trying to get by with articles or news that 
appears to us to be exireme," says Abu-Ziad. “We try first to figure out what the 
censor thinks, and then we send over what seems to us to be logical. We exercise 


self censorship.” 


But even self censorship by the paper and its editors does not always match the 
censor's thinking. They work without any criteria, according to Ziad. Everything 
is according to their momentary state of mind. According to Ziad, in order to 
print a full edition, they have to be ready with one and a half editions. 


"When we send over the messenger on the last time, and he returns with the news 

for the first page, we discover that so much has been censored that we are left 

with completely empty columns. In that case, we start to move news from the inside 
pages to the first page, and that is how it looks on the next day: random, not 

always coherent, uninteresting. We fill up the inside pages with material which 

we draw from our "refrigerator", material which had already been sent to and approved 
wy the censor. This is material which is of no interest to anyone, because it is 

old news which happened in northern Thailand. But we have no alternative. We cannot 
leave empty pages. That would be a violation of the censorship law. We cannot leave 


any indication of censorship. 


Often our editorials are censored at the last minute and we do not have exough 
time to write new material. In such cases, in the place of the editorial we make 
a small box with an apology to our readers, who already understand." 


According to Ziad Abu-Ziad, this policy of severe, uncompromising censorship without 
clear criteria had already been adopted during the days of the Alignment. Put under 
Milson, there has been a substantial escalation. 

















A survey of all editions of AL-PAJR reveals a journalism enlisted in the Palestin- 
ian cause, but cautious in its style and very compromising. I said to Ziad that 
sometimes it seemed to me that even the moderates in the Israeli press seemed 


more extreme. 


This statement evokes from Abu-Ziad a crooked smile. He says: “In the editorial 

of this week I made a comparison between the situation of the Israeli captives, 
whose condition was described by Ajluni as being very good, and that of the Pales- 
tinian captives in Lebanon, who are suffering difficult conditions and living under 
the sky, because Israel does not recognize them as prisoners of war under the 
Geneva Convention. The editorial was censored out. I rewrote it, and again it was 
censored out, even though it was less sharp and extreme. 


"It is difficult and very frustrating to put out a paper in this way. Our journalist- 
ic work is very retarded, if the work which we do under these pressures can even 
be called journalism,” says Ziad, 


Until now, AI—FA-R has been closed three times because of disputes with the censor. 
Once it was closed for a month, another time for ten days, and once it was pro- 
bitted from circulation in the territories fer 30 days. It is in constant compe- 
tition with the Arabic dailies AL-QUDS and At -SHA'AB, and it always is damaged 

by the closing decrees. According to AbueZiad, AL-QUDS, whose chief editor is 
Abu-Zuluf, is always concerned about being neutral and living in peace with everyonsp. 
With the PLO, with Joruan, and with the Palestinians. So when AL-FAJR is closed, 

they profit from it. Its good relations with the Israeli authorities save them 

from the unpleasantness of this sort. 


Ziad attributes the constant closing decrees which his paper receives to the posi- 
tion of the paper in opposing the village councils and the attempts of the Israeli 
civil administration to find alternatives to a Palestinian leadership. He says: 

"In this way they conspire against us. The censorship is like a filter, It is 
ridiculous. The censorship and its use of its authority is almost random. Otherwise 
there is no explaining the conduct of the Israeli authorities towards us. They summon 
our reporters from various cities on the West Bank for endless interrogations, They 
humiliate and terrorize them. I was summoned by the military administration in 
Bethlehem once a month for the last three months. I spend hours waiting for someone 
to talk to me. Inside, the officers mock me, laugh at me, humiliate me, threaten 
me. Our reporter in Shechem is regularly arrested for whole days at a time, as is 
our correspondent in Jenin. 


"If such things happened to your correspondents, the whole world would rise in an 
outcry. You are always condemning the oppression of intellectuals in the USSR, but 
you look the other way when it is done to intellectuals on the West Bank, You, the 
Israeli people, see the Palestinians as a people of terrorists. You do not recog- 
nize the culture of this people, its human side, its folklore, etc." He is almost 


bitter in saying this. 


"There are terrible things happening in the territories, which, if even the extreme 
rightists among you knew about, they would not accept. They lock up refugee camps, 
go into homes and beat up the residents, frighten children, mix up piles of food — 
sugar with salt and flour so that it camnot be used. They break bones. Israelis 
don't know any of the detaiis about this.” 

















A perusal of the Arabic edition of AL-PAJR shows that details about these matters 
does not reach the Arab population — the hand of the censor takes care to hide 


them and cut them out. 


Al-QUDS, the competing newspaper, has a freer arm, perhaps because it is known 

as more moderate. Journalistically, it is considered of a higher level, and its 
circulation is greater than that of AI-PAJR. The latter sells between eight and 

ten theusand copies, while AL~QUDS claims a circulation of 20 thousand. ASH-SHA'AB 
has an approach identical to that of AL-FaJR (both of them reflect the national 
line with respect ti the occupied territories); it sells fewer copies and is not 

a serious competitor among the readership of east Jerusalem and the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Abu-Ziad claims that Al~QUDS is a commercial paper, whose owners view it primarily 
as an economic enterprise. "Ajluni devotes the paper primarily to the service of 
the interests of the Paiestinian people". 


According to Abu-Ziad, the paper depends only upon a small monthly infusion from Paul 
Ajluni. It does not receive support from the PIO or any other body, except for the 
contribution from Ajluni, he says. 


Informed ~ersons in East Jerusalem believe otherwise. Humor has it that AI-FAJR 
maintains itself by money coming from Ajluni, but ultimately from the PIO, rich 
businessmen from Lybia and Saudi Arabia, and businessmen in Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and the U,S., whose purpose is to support the dovish trend directed towards 
the establishment of relations and peace between Israel and the PIO. 


The readership of the two papers is considered young and intelligent. Abu-Ziad says 
that Al-PAJR aucceeds in maintaining a political consciousness in spite of the 

censor. He says that it could be that his paper’s readers belong to that group 

which cares about political matters, and it bwuys AL-FAJR in order to identify 

with its sufferings and to express its support. According to Abu-Ziad this group 

is well informed that the paper which it reads sometimes appears poor and compromising, 
but not because of an inept staff or editorship. 


During the Peace in Galilee Campaign and the occupation af lands in Lebanon, the 
people at AL~PAJR were doubly careful not to give the military censor a reason 

to close the paper, especially during the war when the Palestinian people were 

in national mourning. Abu-Ziad says that they were very well informed regarding 
Israel's situation in the war. During the first days of the war, they were very much 
grieved to see Israeli forces approaching Beirut. Many Palestinians on the street 
thought that it was the end of the Palestinian National Movement. They feared that 


the PLO would be destroyed by Israeli forces. 


aheo the IDF did not enter Beirut,...(Abu Ziad carefully explains his words. The 
IDF did not succeed in entering Beirut, he says. I ark aggressively: Did not succeed? 
Ziad tells me to simply write: "did not enter"), the morale rose. Even when the 
PLO had to leave Beirut, the Palestinians were proud. Voicing pride and sounding 


like a nationalist proclamation, Ziad Says: We were the only Arab force to face 
tne leraelis and not flee. Ziad then moves to discuss the slaughter at Sabra and 


Shatilla. 








He says: “During the massacre we were in national mourning. We wrote everything 
that we could. We used every scrap of information that we could get past the censor." 


I ask: "Did you have more aggressive papers during the war?" The bitter smile appears 
again on the face of the seasoned editor. He says: "We cannot be aggressive. We know 
who is lying in wait for us. Therefore, our paper did not adopt an aggressive or 
extremist line. And not because we love the censor or because we are polite." 
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ISRAEL 


INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL 'IVRI 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANEH in Hebrew 5 Jan 83 pp 10-12 


{Interview with Air Force General David ‘Ivri by Oded Feldman and Ya'ir 
Lapid; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The futile efforts of Soviet missile specialists to discover the 
reasons behind the failure of the Syrian air defense system during the 
Galilee Peace War is one of the greatest compliments to the ability of the 
Israeli air force, and to the man who headed the air force for the last 

5 years--General David ‘Ivri. His ability to make cold, calculated and 
quick decisions, and his calm exterior--all traits of a combat flier--served 
General 'Ivri well when he took over the helm of the air force. Last week, 
on the evening he turned over his command to his replacement, General Amos 
Lapidot, Ceneral ‘Ivri granted a farewell interview to BAMAHANEH, during 
which he summed up the 5 years of his air force command, an air force con- 
Sidered to be the best in the world. 


fQuestion}] General ‘Ivri, 5 years ago, you took over a divided air force 
in Israel, in Sinai, in Sha‘aram. Today, you are leaving the force, which 
now extends only as far as the green line. Is it a different air force? 


[Answer] First of all, factually speaking, it is a different air force. 

What is an air force? It is people and equipment. And the infrastructures-- 
but mainly people and equipment. Some of the people have changed, some have 
left the torce and many new, young men have joined it. The same holds true 
with regard to equipment. Some have gone out of service, worn and old from 
war. Other equipment--young and pretty and sophisticated--has entered into 
service. Objectively, we are not limited by the green line, because we are 
also in Lebanon, Judea and Samaria. Thus I am happy, and sad, that we still 
nave new frontiers. I say sad because we are a bit crowded in the Negev. 


As far as the infrastructure, the air force is unique. The evacuation of 
the Sinai was a very difficult logistic operation for us. We "lost" Ofir, 
Rafidim, 'Itam and 'Etzion, as well as several other Hook missile launch 
locations and many communications and information bases which cannot be re- 
placed. At the same time, however, we received new equipment like the F-15 
and F-l6, the Defender and the Cobra. For each piece of equipment we had to 


build a "home," a shelter, a laboratory--and train technicians. Thus the 
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air torce has certainly been through a very intensive period, as far as 
logistics and training. Parallelly, we performed many exercises and devel- 
oped techniques to preserve or even to increase our lead in terms of quality. 
Thus I think that the air force today is different. However, the air force 
is still heading in the same direction as it was 5 years ago, with regard 

to both training and development of fighting tactics. The main difference 
now is the withdrawal from Sinai and the clash in Lebanon. 


[Question] Have the fears you expressed at the time of the signing of the 
Camp David accords proven true? 


[Answer] The fears I had then proved justified. There were fears from 
several points of view--from the standpoint of myself, personally, as 2 com- 
mander, taking over an extended air force about to be restricted. I feared 
that when I left they would still call me "The national destroyer of the 

air force." Other fears were related to our reduced launch capability and 
its effect on the infrastructure. I think we managed to compensate some- 
what for these problems by developing new tactics and strategies. 


[Question] The air force, during your tenure, set new operational records: 
The destruction ot the Iraqi nuclear plant, the elimination of the Syrian 
anti-aircraft missile system in Lebanon and the downing of 87 enemy planes 
in air battles, with no fatalities on our side. Isn't there a danger that 
the air force will now rest on its laurels and become complacent? 


[Answer] Of course there is that danger. Anyone who does not recognize it 
is likely to find himself in some very difficult situations in the future. 

I think the air force is aware of the danger, and that awareness is the 

first step toward a solution. The post-Galilee Peace War air force has en- 
tered a period of thought and enactment of future war situations, not neces- 
sarily based on past experience. The force's eyes today are very open to 
what is happening on the Syrian front, and especially Syria's growing inde- 
pendence. The fear exists, but the awareness exists, too, and in my opinion, 
we are on the right track. 


} 


[Question] In your opinion, will there be significant changes in the force's 
doctrines as a result of the last war? 


. 


fAnswer] I don't think so, I know so. We are always changing doctrines, 
and have been since a week after the war. Unfortunately, I can't go into 


more detail. 


[Question] The air force is known as a family force, with very personal re- 
lations between commanders and enlisted men. Today, the force is a huge, 
well-oiled and sophisticated machine. Will the family atmosphere be smother- 
ed by such a huge machine? 


[Answer] I don't want to analyze the past. [I think that people look at past 
history with nostalgia and not objectively. I certainly believe with all my 
heart that the family feeling still exists within smaller units of the air 
force, from a social point of view and in terms of morale. I participated, 
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over the last few years, in many, many events in various units. Both the 
atmosphere and the performances, as I saw them, were at a higher level than 
in the past. I think that this atmosphere spread to other units, outside 

the framework of the air command, for example to the anti-aircraft group. 
{Question} The air force is known for the high quality of its manpower, even 
in comparison to the rest of the army. Why isn't there a greater degree of 
integration between the air force and the general command? 


{Answer} The air force is interested in integrating with the rest of the 
army. We send men to and suggest men for positions in other commands. This 
question should be understood from the perspective of the general staff. 

From a human point of view, at least, I am convinced that we have a great 
deal to contribute. There is, however, the objective problem of insuffi- 
cient skills and background, which make it difficult for air force people 

to integrate into ground forces. Thus the general staff is not always open 
to accepting air force personnel for ground positions. However, I can testi- 
fy to the fact that over the last few years there has been a greater effort 
made in this direction. 


[Question] In a previous interview you said that you would have preferred 
to attack the Syrian missiles first and only then the Iraqi nuclear plant. 
Would the air force have attacked the Syrian missiles even if the Galilee 

Peace War had not erupted? 


[Answer] To answer such a question, I would have to enter the realm of 
prophecy. In my opinion, we would have reached the point of attacking the 
Syrian missiles either in the context of the Galilee Peace War or some other 
conflict. Those missiles represented a strategic change in the Middle East, 
whereby the Syrians took on a strategic position outside of their domain. 
Personally, I would have preferred to attack the missiles first and only 
atterwards the nuclear plant. That would have been my military perspective. 
The longer that missile system existed, the stronger and more independent 

it became. Its threat became greater and greater, and the challenge became 
more difficult. Since there was a decision by the government on the issue, 
in April 1981, L would have simply preferred from a military perspective, 


to attacK« tne misslies first. 


[Question] Can you say today that the threat of the Syrian missiles has 

been eliminated’? 

(Answer) That would simply not be true. They still have new ground-air 

mi siles in greater quantities than before. Although the missiles are no 
longer in the "valley" but in Syria, the threat remains. Since the Syrian 
missile system is expensive and since it is the back bone of Syrian security, 
I think they will invest even more in it in the future. 

‘OQuestion] Attack helicopters won some stunning victories in the Galilee 
Peace War--both against land targets and especially against the Syrian 


armored corps. In the future, will the helicopter threaten the superiority 
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[Answer] Definitel 


as cannons can neve 
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up gaps in the batt 


fighting force 
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[Question] Might i 


should be built. 


The helicopter will never replace the tank, just 


Tanks will never replace jeeps and 


y not! 
r replace guns. 


titute for buses. We just produce new equipmenc to close 
le capabilities of other weapons. That is the way a 


The battle helicopter closes certain gaps 
tanks and planes are less effective. It creates a high 
certain areas of weakness. Indirectly, from the moment 
in battle helicopters, you've cut into other systems, 
portion of the economic pie and defense budget. 


t be said, following the Galilee Peace War, that western 


technology is superior to that of the Soviets? 
But it is not just a question of western tech- 
The West, as distinguished from the East, 
regard for human life and 

to maintain a minimal mili- 


[Answer]! In general, yes. 
nology, but also of understanding. 
builds on quality as opposed to quantity. 
training is totally different. The West seeks 
tary presence during times of peace, to create a small army that can stand 
on its own until additional forces are recruited. This kind of force must 
be given quality weaponry. In those places where human life is less dear, 
you can solve the problem with greater quantities of weapons. Thus the 
Soviet weaponry is usually simple, cheap, reliable and abundant, while west- 
ern arms are higher quality, sophisticated and devastating. 
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[Question] During your tenure, the development of the "Lavi" was under- 
taken. Is this project part of the trend to become less dependent on the 
United States? 


4 


[Answer! No. That is not the decisive element in such a project. First of 
all, because of the fact that the Lavi has an American engine, which today 
we do not have the ability to produce ourselves. In general, today, coun-" 
tries are e interdependent than in the past. was a time when you 
could build a Piper in your own country and claim that you were not dependent 
else. That was appropriate during the 1930s and 1940s. Today, 

is such that I don't even believe that the super powers themselves 
Take for example the issue of oil or strategic mate- 
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are alwavs independent. 
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rials. Every country should strive for independence, not just in defense, 
but also economic independence. By the same token, however, I don't think 
the Lavi project is aimed at military independence. The Lavi will replace 
the Skyhawk and the Kafir in the future and will integrate into the growth 
Dlan for the air force. We have reached the conclusion that it will give 
us the best security "per shekel" over the years to come. The economic out- 
look has brought us to 4a situation wherein we can no longer purchase too 
many planes from abroad. We have to build a plane that is relatively inex- 
pensive and modern, and one that gives the air force that which it requires, 
d 
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[Answer] Very important--important and qualitative. Israeli-made weapons 
lived up to their expectations. There were even pleasant surprises in cer- 
tain areas. In sum, since the results of the Galilee Peace War were posi- 
tive, our evaluation of Israeli weaponry is quite positive as well. 


[Question] Were you surprised by the air force's achievements in the Galilee 
Peace War? 


[Answer] 1 can honestly say that I did not expect the results that were 
achieved. By the same token, when you start to succeed, the importance of a 
"no loss" victory for our troops in air battles takes on a different perspec- 
tive, which begins to impact on decision-making. Thus, as time went on, it 
became clear that we could gain more, but on the other hand, even the small- 
est mistake might have changed the balance. Due to this consideration, the 
desire to maintain a zero loss balance, 1 was pleased when the cease fire 
went into effect. At that point it became easy to maintain our record. As 
far as planes downed and lives lost, I would have wanted the same result all 
along, but it was hard to believe that it could really be possible. 


(Question}] Were you surprised by the skill of the Syrian air force? 


{Answer} No. 1 think the Syrian air force is not bad. I think the major 
reason for its failure was the inferior Syrian command. 


[Question] They s that the Jordanian air force, with whom we have not 
clashed since 1967, presents the greatest potential threat. What is your 


opinion? 
we are privy to the same rumors as you. We know that since they 


ve training from western pilots, their battle perspective is en- 
ferent, and there is a possibility that they are much better than 


[Answer ! 
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the Syrians. 


[Question} You said that the Syrian air force was "not bad," but that the 
command of the air force was defective. What is the relative weight of com- 
mand during a battle in time of war? 


~ 


strategy and command decisions can certainly determine the outcome 


(Answer | 

of a war. There have been many indications to support this notion over the 
last few years. Who starts is a very important factor, as was true in the 
Yom Kippur War. It is possible that the individual within a system will have 


an important role and excel, and, if he is not knocked out, he can excel on 
the ground forever. The command, control system must operate from strength. 
The results of a war, modern or otherwise, are largely determined by the 
command network. Modern wars are coordinated by command networks which have 
greater means and more data at their disposal with which to make the right 
Information, time and the ability of quick command transfers de- 


dec ision. 


termine to a large degree the outcome of a war. 


[Question] How are we preparing for war on other fronts? 











{Answer} What is the role of the military staft? To sit, to think, to 
learn about the enemy's in- 


analyze the sifuation vis-a-vis the enemy, to 
frastructures. That is the role of the general staff. Together you build, 
slowly, a world view, a view of the developing war. Then this view is ex- 
pressed in strategy. That is the process of military build-up, the founda- 
tion of a doctrine. The army is a living, thinking organism which uses 


Operating procedures which respond to demand and change. 


[Question] What have other forces learned from us as a result of the achieve- 
ments of the last war? What do we learn from other wars, like the Falkland 


Islands campaign, for example? 


[Answer] It is part of the natural course of events that every army learns 
from the wars conducted by others. The problem is, do you learn the right 
things and do you have the right information. We learn mainly from informa- 
tion in the public domain. Naturally, it is easiest for us to learn from 
the achievements of the Galilee Peace War, and that is mainly what we are 
concerned with. Other countries, with whom we have relations, try to learn 


from us. 


[Question] How do you see the future involvement of the air force in the 
context of your new role as chairman of the board of the Israel Aircraft 


Industry? 

[Answer] My involvement the force will be that of an outsider. I only 
hope that I will be able to fly from time to time. When you vacate a posi- 
tion, you have to give everything up to the new commander. Of course, if 
he requests assistance or advice, I would gladly help. But now, he is the 
commander, and "Long live the king." 


[Question] What would you like to wish General Lapidot in his new position? 


. 


[Answer] As the saying 
 é* as) > > " I t+4 »h by Im oo" Poaee d ch ] nm Le 
over mine. wish him creat success and muc uck. 


goes, "May his happiness be multiplied seven times 











ISRAEL 


GAZA BIRTH RATE NOTED 
Tel Aviv AL HAMISHMAR 12 Dec 82 p 8 
(article: "Slowdown in Birth Rate in Gaza Strip"] 


[Text] A slowing trend is perceptible in the birth rate of communities in the 
Gaza Strip, and this trend has been occurring for the past 4 to 5 years. This 
conclusion arises from a report currently published regarding civil administration 
activity in the region of the Strip. 


From the data in the report, it is apparent that the population of the Strip at the 
end of 1981 numbered 450 thousand, as compared to 440 thousand in the preceding 
year. Of that number, about 265 thousand are refugees, and constitute 60 percent 
of the population. The average annual growth for recent years has been 2.2 percent. 


The number of Gaza Strip residents employed in agriculture within Israel declined 
significantly, by 11 percent at the end of 1981, as compared to the parallel period 
in the preceding year. This decline emphasizes the crisis which is currently visiting 
Israeli agriculture. On the other hand, in construction there was recorded an in- 
crease of four percent in the number of Strip residents employed within Israel. 


In sum, about 43 percent of the labor force of the region is working in Israel, 
numbering in 1981 82,500 workers. 


Another figure included in the report points to progress in the rise in standard 

of living of the residents of the Strip. For example, the number of families owning 
an electric refrigerator by the end of 198] reached 66 percent, as compared to only 
2.4 percent in 1967. Today, about 70 percent of the population owns televisions, 

as compared to 3.3 percent after the Six Day War. But the number of owners of color 
television does not exceed one percent of the population. 


In the introduction to the report, the head of the civil administration, Col Yosef 
Lunz, writes among other things that the relative tranquility in the Gaza Strip is 
continuing even into this year, despite far reaching changes which occurred in the 
region with the return of the Sinai to Egyptian sovereignty. 
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LEBANON 


STATUS OF COUNTRY'S JEWS EXAMINED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 273, 14 Feb 83 pp 30-32 
{[Article: "Lebanese Jews Refuse Immigration to Israel"} 


[Text] All the Israeli efforts to get Lebanese Jews to immigrate to Israel 
have met with failure despite the fact that such efforts were overseen by 
Refa'el Katolovich, chairman of the immigration office in the Zionist Agency, 
who spent a number of davs with the leaders of the Jewish sect in East Beirut 
in an attempt to convince them to immigrate. His efforts were only successful 
in convincing a small number to join their relatives in Israel while the ma- 
jority expressed an interest in returning to their homes in West Beirut, which 
they had left due to the destruction of the Lebanese war and due to their fear 
of an Israeli attack on West Beirut. 


Perhaps the report published by the newspaper HA'ARETZ concerning the status 
of Jews in Beirut during the Israeli seige came as a direct blow to the efforts 
of officials of the Zionist Agency who did not hesitate to announce in inter- 
national circles that the Jews of Lebanon, like the rest of the Jews of the 
Arab world, deserve an investigation of inhumane treatment. They requested 
that the United States and international organizations guarantee the safety of 
the Jewish sects in the Arab countries, a matter which prompted the Jews of 
Lebanon to send a cable to Israeli officials and the secretary general of the 
United Nations stressing that they did not ne.d protection by anyone. The 
correspondent for HA'ARETZ met, in front of the synagogue of Wadi-Abu-Jamil 
located in the heart of the Jewish quarter of West Beirut, with a number of 
Jews who refused even to be moved to East Beirut during the Israeli bombing 
despite its severity. One of them, Ya'qub Ashkenazi, a businessman and bank 
owner in the district, stressed that he had not experienced any hostility from 
the Muslim populace or the PLO forces, contradicting what the Zionist Agency 
had tried to spread, and that the only damage which had occured was the break- 
age of windows in their religious centers resulting from Israeli planes break- 
ing the sound barrier. 


THE JERUSALEM POST published an article by the journalist Hadasa Hayim under 
the headline "A Visit to Lebanon," which followed a visit she was able to take 
to Lebanon because of her British passport, in which she showed the lies of 
Zionist propaganda concerning the Arab persecution of Jews in Lebanon and the 
Arab states. She stated that the Jews of Lebanon were businessmen and owned 

a number of commercial establishments and that the children spoke Hebrew. This 
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came essentially as a refutation of the Israeli officials" attempt to exploit 
the bomb explosion in a Jewish school in Beirut called "Salim Turab" an ex- 
plosion which shattered the windows of neighboring buildings and injured a 
number of sick Arabs in a nearby Arab hospital. They said that this demon- 
Strated the fear in which the Lebanese Jews live because of the Palestinian 
presence there. But the Lebanese authorities and the PLO denounced the in- 
cident and considered it to be the latest Zionist conspiracy aimed at terror- 
izing Lebanese Jews and getting them to immigrate to Israel. It is believed 
that the long-range goal of the incident was to show the impossibility of 
peaceful coexistence among various sects in one country in order to thwart the 
plan proposed by the PLO which calls for establishing a secular democratic 
State in Palestine which would include all sects on an equal footing. 


Aside from the bombing operations which Israel pursues in Jewish areas inside 
the Arab countries, its practices with the Lebanese Jews during the past dec- 
ade have extended to enticing a number of them, by offering high salaries, to 
conduct a number of fraudulent financial operations aimed at shaking the Leb- 
anese economy and creating a hostile atmosphere toward the Jews in Lebanon in 
order to make their lives difficult and force them to immigrate to Israel. An 
example of this type of operation would be to have a Jew borrow vast amounts 
of money in exchange for corporate bonds signed by others and then to declare 
bankructcy and leave Lebanon under suspicious conditions after a number of 
businessmen and Lebanese banks have fallen into economic crisis. A Jewish 
businessman, Amil Sitshoto, carried out such an activity. All of his money 
was sent abroad after he declared bankruptcy and it became clear that he was 
indebted to a number of banks and businessmen in the amount of 30 million Leb- 
anese pounds. There was also the case of businessman Dawud Mazrami from Trip- 
oli who left with his family to Greece and from there to Brazil leaving behind 
debts in the amount of 2 million pounds. Mazrami withdrew all of his money 
from the banks one day before his departure after he had purchased some ex- 
pensive goods which he paid for with postdated checks. Then he returned and 

them at attractive prices. There was also the case of the head of the 
Jewish quarter in Sidon Edmond Murad Biliano who fled to Israel after he had 
bilked a Lebanese businessman for one half miliion Lebanese pounds. 


[t is not Known exactly how many Jews are currently living in Lebanon but they 
fo not exceed several hundred. Their roots go back to the central basin areas. 


re are a number of Ashkenazis who came from Palestine, particularly from 
‘efat and Tiberias before 1948 for trade. 


espite the flow of large numbers of Jews from Syria, Iraq and Iran to Lebanon 
since the 1959's, the decrease in their population is attributable primarily to 
economic factors. Jews are either traders, owners of establishments, business- 
men or investors. Theretore, a number of Jews have moved their capital to 
fountries which have opened their doors to immigration such as Canada and Aus- 


tralia where the Jews have found new fields of trade and business and have been 
ible to realize greater profits than they could get in the Middle East, especi- 
illv after the events of June 1967. Only a small portion immigrated to Israel 
since the Jews of Lebanon realized what a difficult life new immigrants had in 
Israel, especially Jews from Arab countries. Another factor was instability 
ind the atrocious tax system which would limit their freedom to act compared to 








the favorable conditions in Lebanon where chey enjoved the Lebanese economic 
freedom to the greatest extent. There they could control the stock market 

and deal with a large number of Lebanese, Arab and Jewish banks including the 
Ya'qub Safra Bank, which has been called the National Lending Bank, and the 
Khuduri Zalkha Bank, which has become the Lebanese Banking Company. The Jews 
could also own large amounts of land in South Lebanon, especially in the area 
of southwest Tyre and the area located between Tyre and Sidon. Lebanese Jewish 
families, the most famous being the Barzidi and Saydawi families, owned one 
fourth of the shares of a company which buys and sells land located from 
Khaldah to the South along the coast. 


No racist acts have ever occured against the Jews of Lebanon except in 1948 
when some Jewish establishments were closed because of their Zionist inclina- 
tions, specifically the youth athletic organization Maccabee which supported 
the Irgun gangs led by Menahem Begin and worked to get Jews to immigrate to 
Palestine. Lebanese journalism at that time made a distinction between Jews 
and Zionists and the Lebanese authorities maintained their previous program 
for Jewish sects and allowed them to continue teaching Hebrew. Even the Arab 
blacklist of Zionist products announced by the Arab league did not affect at 
all the economic status of Lebanese Jews. After the war all the reserve 
measures which were enacted due to battle conditions were repealed and even 
though immigration to Israel was forbidden the Lebanese-Israeli armistice com- 
mittee meetings of May 1949 permitted a limited number of Jews to join their 
families in Israel. 


The events of the June 1967 war did not lead to a change in the stability en- 
joyed by Jews in Lebanon, nor did the years of the Lebanese war which demon- 
strated the role of the Israeli authorities and their schemes in Lebanon 
through Israel's military alliances on all levels with the parties of the Leb- 
anese Front. It is not unlikely that the issue of immigration of Lebanese Jews 
from Lebanon to Israel forms but another link in the chain of the Israeli in- 
vasion of Lebanon and the focusing, through it, on the immigration of Jews from 
the Arab countries. Perhaps the focusing of the Israeli media since the first 
weeks of the invasion on the role of Jews of Lebanese origin, one of them 

named Halevv from the settlement of (Kfar Atha) east of Haifa who used to live 
in Sidon, in ieading Israeli troops in the batties of the South can be blamed 
for igniting the hatred against the Jews of Lebanon in particular and the Jews 
ot the Arab world in general. This hatred runs parallel to the Zionist claims 
which may then lead to forcing the Jews to immigrate to Israel. 











LEBANON 


LABOR FEDERATION ELECTIONS VIEWED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 309, 22 Jan 83 pp 44-45 
(Article: "General Labor Federation Elections: Fateful Election Campaign?"/ 


[Text/ The elections of the General Labor Federation /GLF/ in Lebanon give 
rise to some worry since they have taken on the hue of a labor struggle. 
Talks and efforts are underway to reconcile views and positions are to delay 
the elections. Next Tuesday, 25 January, was originally scheduled to be the 
date for the executive council elections in Lebanon, elections that are 
really to select the new body of the council office. 


These elections are of particular importance based on the following considera- 
tions: 


A. they will be the first elections held since the 1975 events and are marked 
by the stamp of the political party struggle which has accompanied those 
events from the beginning up to today. 


B. They will be elections in the GLF which was almost in the forefront of 
institutions which preserved the integrity of the country during the events 
and which was unaffected by the splits and fragmentation. Accordingly, these 
elections are important because they will determine whether the federation is 
destined to remain united, split, or at least be threatened with a split. 


C. These elections will ultimately have one of two results: either the party 
will dominate the union or vice versa. 


The body of the present board, which was elected in 1977 under the chairman- 
ship of George Saqr, at that time won a majority of 11 votes to seven, the 
latter going to candidate Antoine Bisharah. The latter is the chairman of 
the Federation of Independent Authorities and Public and Private Institutions 
while Saqr is the head of the Petroleum Sector Federation. 


Since that date and up to this time, misgivings about the elections have been 
on the minds of a part of the federation membership for a variety of reasons. 
Since the basic term of the body of the office ended in 1979, the issue of 
elections has been raised repeatedly and always rim up against the reality of 
politics and security which barred any elections. Things operated on the 








principle of extensions, starting with the Chamber of Deputies and running 
down to the smallest union or Lebanese association. 


However, talk about elections over the past 3 years, in addition to other 
factors, created agitation which, in some cases, went beyond acceptable 
bounds, among the members of the federation which comprises 18 federations. 


However, the political and security stability, which began when President Amin 
al-Jummayil assumed his constitutional powers, made the call for elections 
issued by 10 federations which met about 3 mc ths earlier achievable, parti- 
cularly since all members agreed on scheduling the election for 25 January 

on the assumption that the political and security situation would be suitable. 


Since that time, quiet preparations for the campaign were begun only to be 
made public early this month when the joint action committee of the Lebanese 
Front announced the nomination of one of its two leaders, Joseph Nasr, for the 
the executive office board of the tederation as part of a homogeneous team. 

It should be noted that Nasr is a member of the Lebanese Phalange Party and 


is head of its social authority. 


fhe initiative ot the joint action committee revealed the Lebanese Phalange 
Party's desire to nominate one of its leaders for the post of GLF secretary 
general and to bring in an action team akin at least to the chairman, the 
nominee for which post is Antoine Bisharah who reportedly has been a member 
of the Phalange Party for a relatively short time. 


This advance knowledge of the Lebanese Phalange Party's plan prompted quick 
efforts to propose a formula of understanding based on keeping Joseph Saqr 
as chairman of the federation because he represented the alliance of the 
center, left and political Islam in the GLF with the understanding that 
Nasr would be secretary general, representing the Phalange and the forces 
allied with it. The federation would thereby be given a cohesive unity 
enabling it to continue to do its job effectively and dynamically. 


However, the winds of the efforts for understanding brought something dif- 
ferent from what was desired by the ships of partisan fervor for reasons 
some of which may appear later. 


When this formula for understanding broke up, the National Federation of 
Labor Unions (representing the leftist clout in the GLF) held a press con- 
ference on 12 December to announce its implicit adherence to the tormula of 
understanding and control, feeling that unity of GLF was at stake. 


Accordingly the struggle within the CLF came out into the open as part of 
the statements ot the right and the left with the vo ce of the independents 
lost, the independents who, were they able to exercise their independence, 


could be the deciding voice in the ongoing quarrel. 








Balance ot Forces 


fact is that this quarrel has not so far abrogated the existing tacit 


[he 
alliance between the left, center and political Islam because this faction 
includes no persons seeking the chairmanship but rather are unanimous on the 
need to retain Saqr's chairmanship because of his competence, liberalism and 
reputation in international labor circles. On the other hand, the other 
faction includes a number of persons seeking the chairmanship, including 
(tawtiq Abu Khalil (representing textile workers), Faris Daghir (banks), 
llyas Sha'ya (aviation) and Antoine Bisharah (port and water authorities). 
However the composition of the homogeneous team named by the joint action 

ttee led to a collapse of the candidates and the only one left that has 
i 


others for number of considerations, possibly because he is the most compe- 


So a few days betore the elections, the situation appears even with regard to 
the distribution of forces. With regard to votes and in a democratic climate, 
the campaign appears to be "up for grabs," as they say, since the left and 

center faction has 18 votes and the rightwing faction has 18. 


Betwe on tne [wo Chairmen 


Apart from the two quarreling factions and the statements of each and in 
taking a very objective view, neutral persons view the campaign through the 
good and bad points of each of the two candidates for chairman, Antoine 
Bisharah and Joseph Saqr. Antoine Bisharah is open to criticism as chairman 


74 . 
> . 7 
ror tne TOLiOWINE: 
* 


federation which includes a number of independent inter- 


l . f Sila ra 1ie@ads a 
ests and public institutions, such as the port, municipality and water 
employees of these authorities are closer to the public 


sector than the private and so the bad thing about his chairmanship would be 

that he represents the public sector, not the workers of the private sector 

more chan others fight the battles for wages and benefits. 

oe sisharan is characterized by divisiv«: behavior in the GLF. In 1977, 
after nis tailure in the elections for chairman of the federation, he led an 
oposition based on seven federations detached from the meetings of the GLF 


Yr Guite sore time until the matter was remedied. He repeated the try 2 
re. azo and announced his rejection of the follow up committee arising from 
he ecut ive council amd for a time continued to operate in isolation from its 


1 generalized stance in most of his positions and 
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He has quite a good scientific and labor education. 
3. He has many activities and interests in the fields of housing, coopera- 
tion, and labor organization, etc. 


4. He is capable of achieving some fundamental labor goals. 


Joseph Saqr is criticized for the foilowing: 


1. He is tempermental and lacks sufficient ability for political tlexibility 
Jhich would make him acceptable in circumstances of difficult negotiations. 
2. He adheres to his public and explicit position on the subject of the 
Israeli occupation and has engaged in successful tours in this regard in the 
International Federation of Free Unions (headquarters in Brusseis) of which 
he nas been a member tor many years. 

3. He is no longer a worker as he retired about 2 years ago after having 


worked in leading positions in the Mobil Oil Company which later became 
(wardi holdings) /as published/. 


ow t P : ; 
The man’s good points are: 


1. He has an advanced university education and may be the only labor 
leader to have graduated from the American University (AUE/. 


2. He is stubborn and is not open to any sort of haggling on labor issues, 
particularly the issue of pay which is holy to him. 


3. He accomplished a number of things during his term, principally estat- 
ice index through one of the private firms which he was able to 
increases approved since 1977/7. 


However, is the campaign for the chairmanship of the CLF a campaign of the 
and bad points of persons or is it one of their skills? The immediate 
answer is negative because every election campaign in Lebanon involves 
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Lebanese considerations, denominational, partisan, personal, etc. 
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1. Postponement ot the elections to some other date as was done with the 
board of directors of social security in anticipation of more suitable con- 
ditions more able to alter specific factors or have one side beat the other. 
This solution is available to the government through a decree issued by the 


Ministry of Labur and Social Affairs. 


2. Coming up with a formula of understanding satisfactory to all parties, a 
formula whose general outlines are not visible at present. 


3. There is still another and more difficuit possibility, that is, for the 
elections to take place. If their results are different from the published 
lists and the chasm can be crossed. If the campaign is marked by convul- 
sions, the tate of the GLF will be on shaky grounds and no one knows who 
wants or does not want this fate. 
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LEBANON 


STRUCTURAL CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' BENEFITS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 298, 17-23 Jan 83 p 3 


(Article: "Senior Officials Confused: Inducements for Resignation or 
Advantages Of Privileges?"] 


[Text] A plan was proposed 2 years ago to increase end of service compensa- 
tion for employees by 3 months for each year of service after 20 years. The 
current law gives an employee compensation of 1 month for each year up to 

10 years and 2 months compensation for each year after 10 years. 


A director general in the government said that this issue had been raised 
with Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan but that the plan had not yet been 
officially discussed because it was connected with other plans which the 
government wished to discuss based on the extraordinary powers law and in 
light of administrative and fiscal interests. 


On the working level, a ministerial source noted that the reorganizations 
which involved the civil service council and central inspection headquarters 
had created a state of confusion among employees of the first and second 
classes since they were now awaiting another set or sets of reorganizations 
and this had helped to bring down productivity in departments. 


The source was asked whether the reorganizations which had been published 
were final and set for the officials who had been redistributed in depart- 
menss. -He replied that the reorganizations involving Army Headquarters, the 
Directorate of Internal Security Forces and the Directorate of Public 
Security were final while others were open to modification in the light of 
specific factors and bases followed in organizing management. 


In this connection, sources in the Palace cf Justice talked about studies 
which some jurists had begun to prepare for reviewing the penal code and 
basic rules for civil, criminal and military trials based on the powers which 
the government has. Preparation of amendments are expected to be hurried, 
especially since the Ministry of Justice has several projects in this regard 


which the jurists can use. The objective of the old projects and the 
amendments which are being prepared is to establish legal procedures and 
enable the courts to settle cases quickly since it is illogical for considera- 


Cc 
tion of civil cases to last for years and of criminal cases to last for a few 











months up to a couple of years. In addition to this, establishment of 
procedures will be conducive to using the necessary number of judges. 

While the legal system is complaining today about the scarcity of judges, 
that does not mean that the state must increase the number 3 or 4 times the 
present number as some are urging. 


The sources added that the new reorganizations which will be implemented in 
the legal system will give the judges a state of stability given the large 
number which it is intended to add to the rolls. In a meeting, President 
Amin al-Jumayyil announced that judges should not be treated as a class of 
ordinary employees but rather as a special class performing a sacred duty, 
that is, to exercise justice among the citizens and in this regard each 
decision adopted must be given consideration in order to raise the standard 
of the judiciary. 


With regard to the measures which are being prepared to establish and 
facilitate practices and merging some independent authorities, informed 
circles stated that there is an inclination to do away with the social 
restoration authority and to divide up its functions between the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and the Ministry of Health. The development authority 
would move from social restoration to the Ministry of Labor and become a 
general directorate. This ministry would then comprise three directorates; 
labor, employment and development. The health centers authority would move 
to the Ministry of Health which would then comprise three general director- 
ates; labor, employment and development. The health centers authority 
would move to the Ministry of Health which would then comprise three 
general directorates, health, medical care and preventive health. 


Circles said that the final decision on these measures still hinged on the 
{ies which some specialists had been tasked with drafting and on ascer- 
taining the new costs which would fall on the treasury. 


These circles added that some advisers were proposing passing various 
tions on the additional compensation to be paid to official wishing 
to resign. Those 60 years and older would be given compensation equaling 
| year's pay while those who had not yet reached 60 would get additional 
tion equal to the pay of 1 year and 8 months. However, one adviser 
stresses that no inducement of this sort would encourage employees in the 
department to resign and the government would find itself forced to imple- 
ment a radical purge in the departments. A director general savs that 
employees in the first and second classes are waiting to find out the 
measures the government will take in the army after the grace period for 
officers’ resignations is over. This grace period ends cn 9 February. 
hese measures are in earnest and are radical, many employees will proceed 
to resign after the grace period is offered by the government, regardless 
f the amount of compensation. If the measures are the traditional sort, 
the vast majority of general directors and heads of authorities will hold 
ff on submitti resignations because the issue is not one of compensation 
but one of staying or not staying in the administration. No additional 
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compensation given to an employee can cover the [suffering in] morale and 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


THIRD QUARTER BALANCE OF TRADE FIGURES DOWN 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 26 Dec 82 p 16 


[Text/ The General Statistics Administration of the Ministry of Finance 
and National Economy has issued the foreign trade statistics for the third 
quarter of 1982. These statistics revealed that the volume of imports for 
the third quarter of 1982 totaled approximately 32,433,000,000 riyals as 
opposed to 33,510,000,000 riyals in the first quarter of the year. This 
represents a decline of around 1,077,000,000 riyals. 


Electrical machinery and equipment still represent the largest category of 
imports totaling 7,744,000,000 riyals or some 24 percent of all third quarter 
imports. This was in spite of a decline of around 1,561,000,000 riyals from 
the first quarter of the year when the comparable figures were 9,305,000, 000 
riyals and around 28 percent of the total. 


Imports of automobiles and other means of transportation declined to 

third place among imports with a total value of only 5,012,000,000 riyals. 
This category occupied second place in the first quarter with approximately 
5,862,000,000 riyals. This category represented only 15.5 percent of all 
imports in the third quarter as opposed to 17.5 percent in the firs quarter. 


Imports of metal products for the third quarter incveased by around 
1,060,000,000 riyals over the first quarter, representing 17.2 percent of the 
total versus the first quarter figure of only 13.5 percent. 


Food imports declined by around 491 million riyals. In contrast to first 
quarter figures of 4,457,000,000 riyals and 13.3 percent of all imports, the 
figures for the third quarter were only about 3,966,000,000 riyals and 12.2 


percent of the total. 


Imports otf chemicals, textiles, building materials, precision machines and 
equipment, furniture, and lumber rose by similar percentages. 


Imports of jewelry, gems, and paper declined by roughly 2qual percentages 
but their relative importance among all imports remained about the same. 


Most imports to Saudi Arabia come from Japan, the United states, and the 
West European states. Japan was the leader in imports in the third quarter 











of 1982 with imports to the Kingdom totaling 6,490,000,000 riyals for an 
increase of 340,000,000 riyals over the first quarter. This put Japan 
ahead of the United States, which was the largest importer to the Kingdom 
during the first quarter with around 7,471,000,000 riyals. The third 
quarter figure for the United States was only 6,188,000,000 riyals. The 
West European states maintained their order except for France and Italy 
which traded places. 


Exports 


The Kingdom's exports for the third quarter of 1982 totaled approximately 
61,272,000,000 riayls versus 83,743,000,000 riyals in the first quarter. 
The Kingdom's exports center on oil and oil derivatives. Japan was 

the number one importer from Saudi Arabia with 14,755,000,000 riyals in 
imports. The remaining countries in order were France with 5,511,000,000 
riyals, the United States with 4,081,000,000 riyals, Italy with 2,532,000,000 
riyals, West Germany with 2,532,000,000 riyals, and finally the United 
Kingdom with some 1,790,000,000 riyals. It is clear that the Kingdom's 
exports to these six states (which receives the majority of the exports) 
declined by large amounts in the third quarter of this year over the first 
quater levels. 


The Trade Balance 


Despite the fact that the Kirgdom's trade balance was still a surplus of 
around 28,839,000,000 riyals in the third quarter of 1982, this surplus is 
considerably less than the first quarter surplus of around 40, 233,000,000 
riyals. This decline is due to the Kingdom’s cutback in its exports of oil 
and oil derivatives. This improved the trade balance for many states that 
have large commercial dealings with the Kingdom. For example, while Saudi 
Arabia realized a trade balance surplus of 13,991,000,000 riyals with Japan 
in the first quarter, this surplus declined to only around 8,265,000,000 
riyals in the third quarter, allowing Japan to improve its trade balance with 
the Kingdom by around 5,726,000,000. 


While Saudi Arabia's trade balance deficit with the United States in the 

rirst quarter of 1982 was approximately 1,248,000,000 riyals, this deficit 
increased to around 2,107,000,000 riyals in the third quarter, representing an 
increase of 859,000,000 riyals. 


{n addition, the Kingdom's trade balance deficit with West Germany increased 
from only approximately 470,000,000 riyals in the first quarter to around 
1,101,000,000 riyals in the third quarter for an increase of 631,000,000 


riyals. 


Great Britain realized a sizable improvement in its trade balance with the 
Kingdom. Following a deficit of some 1,09i,000,000 rivais in the first 
quarter of 1982, Britain realized a surplus of around 361,000,000 riyals 
in the third quarter. 











France's trade balance deficit with the kingdom declined from 7,111,000,000 
riyals in the first quarter of 1982 to around 3,774,000,000 riyals in the 


third quarter. 


Italy's trade balance deficit with the Kingdom declined from 2,032,000,000 
in the first quarter to only around 600 million riyals in the third quarter, 


Statement of the Value of the Kingdom's Imports in the Third Quarter of 1982 
in Comparison to the Same Figures for the First Quarter of 1982 (in millions 


of riyals) 


lst Quarter 1982 3rd Quarter 1982 
Major Imports Value Percentage Value Percentage Rate of Growth 





Machinery, tools 


and equipment 9,305 27 .8 7,724 23.9 -16.8 
Means of 

transportation 5 , 362 17.5 5,012 L302 -14.5 
Foodstuffs 4,457 13.3 3,966 by -11.0 
Metal products 4,528 } ie 5,588 17.2 23.4 
Chemicals 1,842 pe 2,052 6 .3 11.4 
Textiles 1,645 4.9 2,111 6.5 28 .3 
Building 

materials 1,463 4.4 1,539 4.7 Jee 
Precision equip- 

ment and instru- 

ments 1,070 3.2 1,170 3.6 9.3 
Jewelry and 

jewels 886 2 .6 841 2.6 - 5.1 
Furniture 792 2.4 877 ae 10.7 
Lumber 614 8 705 ad 14.8 
All varieties 

of paper 357 1.1 341 ie | - 4.5 
Other 689 2.0 487 1.5 -29 .3 
fotals 33,510 100.0 32 , 433 100.0 - 3.2 


Source: Foreign Trade Statistics 











Imports and Exports of the Kingdom To and From 
Major Countries in the fhird Quarter of 1982 
Compared to First Quarter Figures (in millions 
of riyals) 


lst rd probably intended] 


lst Quarter 1982 Quarter 1982 





State Imports Exports Imports Exports 
Japan 6,150 20,141 6,490 14,755 
United States 7,471 6,323 6,188 4,081 
West Germany 3,558 3,088 3,633 2,532 
United Kingdom 2,083 3,174 2,151 1,790 
France 1,939 9,066 1,737 5,511 
Italy 1,981 4,013 2,129 2,729 


Source: Foreign Trade Statistics 


of riyals) 

State lst Quarter 1982 3rd Quarter 1982 Amount of Change 
Japan 13,991 8,265 5,726 
United States -~ 1,248 -2 ,107 859 

West Germany - 470 -1,101 631 
United Kingdom 1,091 - 361 1,452 
France 7,111 3,774 3, 337 
Italy 2,032 600 1,432 

8591 


CSO: 4404/201 


Outcome of the Kirdom's Trade Balance With its 


Major Trade Partners for the Third Quarter of 1982 
Compared to the First Quarter of 1982 (in millions 
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INFORMATION MINISTER ON CHALLENGES TO ARAB WORLD 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 308, 15 Jan 83 pp 8-10 


[Article by Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad: "The Arab Nation Faces an Inner Challenge 
and External Challenge"} 


[Text] There are many political signs surfacing in official Arab action at 
the present time. 


Some of these signs exist in themselves as a timely reaction to some event 
taking place or some disaster that has occurred while others are merely an 
indication of deep roots which appear to us in various shapes and around 
which different positions take shape with solutions difficult and around 
which dialogue and debate swirls. However the result is always a wide gulf 
which takes hold of the dialogue and debates and many times takes over the 
dialogue with the parties to that dialogue who raise what they ought not to. 


It is self evident that the divided nation which suffers from the oppression 
of occupation is facing problems and is the victim of differing degrees of 
gravity. However, the worst trial of the Arab nation in its difficult time 
is the division of opinion within it, the wavering concern, the contradictory 
judgements and the immersion in its own maladies with a consequent inability 
to take any effective action to cope with events and lead the tide of 
resistance itself within the regions of the Arab nation and, on a pan-Arab 
scale, through a unified stance and joint action to counter the external 
challenge. 


f we could draw a distinction between what is incidental to Arab life and 
what is a genuine part of this life, we would be moving to cope with "the 


f 
ecognition of the crisis facing it, whether the crisis is that of territo- 
ial occupation, a threat to a pan-Arab existence, protection of natural 
resources of preservation of independence. To put it directly, simplifying 
the issue prompts us to state that is facing our Arab at the present stage is 
a totality of interaction with everything that has gone before. 


The inner crisis has produced a weakness in our ability to move and the 
geographic division placed limitations on the horizons of the rulers. They 
slept in the tace of danger and they were silent in the face of wrongs and 














the Zionist occupation forces benefitted from this division and that inner 
crisis and so detined the shape of the existing struggle between it and the 
"Arabs" right up to this moment. The result was official Arab action 
affected by the events, hesitant and even contradictory in its approach to 
countering them, at times despairing while looking to the future and falling 
apart at the first lapse. , 


The key thing in the life of a person, as in the life of the nation, is that 
a sick man does not have the strength to carry a banner, not to mention a 
sword, and if he does so while ill, he is even less able to maintain the 
banner or strike with the sword. 


The [Arab] nation which is mangled by its illnesses, groping from the stand- 
point of ideology and behavior, and confused in its concepts with an inter- 
mingling of ideas, can be heard to mutter but one does not see it acting. 

It handles its affairs like an automaton, mere movement regardless of the 
nature or direction of this movement. 


The division of the Arab homeland was not only a geographic partition but 
added to it was a partition in social and political systems and a differing 
understanding of the movement of history and its requirements. What had been 
one in the one nation in states and leadership became many countries which 
are still siring new emirates and regions and leaderships, each of which 
claims to be the essence and the beginning and end of the quest. 


Preservation of the new borders of the Arab countries has not become the 
central concern of their leaders who spare no sacrifice for this. 


There came about something expressing a regional structure to be complemented 
by pan-Arab action and working to link up with it. It gave a firm foundation 
to regional bases which took no pan-Arab aspect into consideration. In 

fact, I might go so far as to say that they were regional bases arising from 
concepts of incompatibility and confrontation with the advocates of pan- 
Arabism and pan-Arab integration. 


With our nation, the one flag was transformed into flags and banners jostling 
one another and the one Arab anthem turned into anthems appealing to us to 
be prepared to fight to preserve each of them, as if the Arabs had become 


diverse arabs and nations. 


So regionalism began through geographic partition and the regional structure, 
tollowed by feelings of inflated self-importance by the rulers of the regions. 
What had been known and confirmed to the Arabs while they were struggling 
for liberation from toreign domination and eliminating the mini-states which 
had been created was now forgotten and the sites of confrontation altered. 


A key principle ot the secret movement which sprang up in the Levant during 
the Ottoman occupation was the unity of the Levant as a step on the road to 
the unity of the Arab world. The anti-colonialist resistance movements of 
he African Arabs were closely tied in ideology and practice with the Arab 
st and the ideas of unity and liberation that were boiling up there. 
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The sweeping majority ot the constitutions of the regions which were liber- 
ated rettrirmed the tact this or that region constituted a part ot a larger 
people and belonged to a greater homeland and believed in one Arab nation. 
It was this Arab climate that permitted che spread of the pan-Arab appeal to 
bring into being the one state of the Arab nation and that subsequently made 
it nessible to establish one state from the Syrian and Arab regions. In 
their multitude of regions, the Arabs telt that what had been merely a 
theory had come into being. in the light or this discovery, the discovery 
of the fact of unity as something tangible and always achievable, "organized 
efforts began on the part of the Arab rulers with pre-pianning and in the 
light of the new, totally altered concepts of the pan-Arab appeal to protect 
the regional tramework and to defend its illnesses. 
[In this climate and in rhe light of tnose perceptions, the imperialist scheme, 
which had created the civision and demarcated its regional boundaries, began 
to grow active and to apply pressure and to pursue the task of partition and 
ideological and practical sabotage in the regions of the homeland. The 
sponsor the imperialist scheme were always prepared to engage in military 
intervent if necessary to prevent any possibie change in the map of the 
Arab iouneland. 
And tnev intervened, they intervened militarily several times, and never 
stopped their political, economic and cultural intervention. 
They created division and mobilized their forces to protect it. They 
partitioned Syria and created the "state of Israel" with one primary objec- 
tive i creation being to prevent the reunification of Syria and to cut 
it oft m Egypt and t Other regions of the Arab Magreb. 
[In confronting Israei and its ailies, the otricial Arab position used to 
reaftirm nstantly the nature of the pan-Arab confrontation and continu- 
ously pus rj t Arab action, for tne unity of the Arabs and the libera- 
tion eae Palestine. 

“ ; wre thing ~? How have the centers oi confrontation 
een alte dvocac 1 Arab unity is now viewed as a regional 
2xtens mm one region to another and an envelopement of one region by 
anotner. 
The batti the liberation of Palestine is still shrinking in the eyes of 
the rule til tor t ha come a call for peace with Israel on its 
cer » ev ¢ means the o¢ atio tr all of Palestine and other parts 

f Arab territory a ¥ it it means political, economic and military 

minat e Ara me Land 

: t f lil tion and resista n the eyes of the Arab rulers 

i manship’’ whe ave Straved from the unanimity which 

ght l for nfrontati with the constant enemies, the 
nemies w the land and created the state of Israel in the 











heart of this homeland, it is now the slogan of those who are now described 
as bidders for support, short-sighted, irresponsible and unrealistic and so 
on through a litany of descriptions current throughout the Arab cene. 


What is the point behind citing these notable facts which we have raised in 
a general fashion and have given a priority in citing over others of no less 
importance? 


The point, the conciusion, the essence of the matter is that it is the inner 
challenge of the Arab nation and going beyond this defiance to the inner 
triumph within the boundaries of the homeland which will really put the Arabs 
on the threshold of victory in confronting the external challenge. 


This inner challenge is a defiance of the regionalism which prevails in both 
ideology and action, a defiance of division and its illnesses and a defiance 
of the blindness which does not prompt the rulers of the Arabs to defend, 

if only through an instinctive reaction, their threatened pan-Arab existence. 


The fragmentation has resulted in weakness and differing views and weakness 
is tne ideal condition for the triumph of the external challenge and its 
tyranny. So what if we add to it the differing views and the lack of 
honorable positions which should be present in countering the occupations 
with its savagery, racism and escalating desires for expansion and hegemony? 


Pecoles make their history but peoples cannot make their history while 
afflicted with poverty, illness, ignorance and blindness. 


Peoples begin to make their history, to write with thei1 cree will and pure 
bleod, when they begin to remedy the manifestations of weakness and signs of 
impotence in their bodies. Weakness does not produce strength and a weak 
position does not lead to an honorable position nor does it protect territory, 
preserve an existence and maintain honor. 

ere lies the secret of what is going on now in the Arab homeland and an 
explanation of what point things have reached, a point where tne sites of 
confrontation changes, delusion prevailed and "some of us" ended up in 
positions in common with Israel and those were found who would protect it, 
support it and to call upen the rest of the Arabs to emulate it, and a 

point where "high treason" as detined by the constitutions of all regions 

ot the homeland is now merely a point of view, a mere judgement not deserving 


any reaction, any action. 


fricial Arab action is therefore now pervaded by the slogans of the region- 
alists and it is impossible to bring together the Arab rulers to counter an 
israeli invasion which reached an occupied an Arab capital. Even were the 
invasion to stop, more than 30,000 Arab citizens have been killed. The 
American administration formulated its program to exploit its joint invasion 
with Israel and the countries of the Arab League were able to get together 


and... and propose a peace plan! Weakness does not produce strength. This 
is a self evident tact. However, weakness produces further weakness and 
creates a new breakdown which is added to what preceded it. Regionalism 























He started trom a regional basis and damaged the interests of the region, 
he betrayed his cause and abandoned his Arab nation, diverging from its will 
and committing the crimes of high treason. 


From the ruler of Egypt to others like hin... 


The one premise leads to a common result: the 
should experience no fragmentation or unilater 
G 


al solutions is trans 
into mere points view which should be independently judged or which should 
emulate the act of the ruler of Egypt. For this emulation to take place, the 
Arabs had to erase what they have written about the ruler of Egypt, forget 
what they had said and disregard what was proven to them with absolute, con- 
crete evidence. They began to disseminate an appeal "f a return to Egypt 


for 
because the decisions adopted toward its regime were mistaken and unfair: 
"Arabs, go to Egypt even with its commitment toward ts rael "and Israel's 
terms Fetverine Eh 


say that peace with Israel is a point of view! what could be higher 
treason on the constitutions of the Arab countries. A point of view!!! It 
an independent judgement in which God will reward the proper judgers! 


The regional tumor ig rae to grow and become embellished for its backsliding 
PEnpenens and justify his impotence and negligence. There can be only one 
ets into its host and kiils him. 


08) 


result'’ the tumor 
The proponents of regionalism and "the holy entity" look at themselves and 

see weakness, impotence and dispair about the future and, consequentiy, 

their efforts are directed towara trying to sow despair and impose impotence 
on their countries. The relaxation starts with the impotence and despair 

and ends in high treason. The regionalists do not recognize the dangers of 
their situation until they find themselves tangled in the morass oi their sin. 
ee where they are, only the potential of the country emerges and 


— 


S 
the feeling of impotence is the first thought that governs their behavior. 
If they are warned that the potential of the country would be strengthened 
and made more effective were it added to the potential of other countries, 
if they hear this welcome advocate of the strength of unity, they frown and 
turn their backs and harbor a grudge. 


a. , * , t t tl c . , + @ 
The result is that the "country" of which they are so proud is surrounded 


the divergence of views does its work and the 
s paralyzed and ideas which threaten the fences 
an-Arab action, are earnestly and resolutely 


lost. inen 
ionaiien, | the ideas c 
Our nation has a long aid and has had many experiences, in strength as 
~ell as in inner weakness. 


ous when the strong right arms of men 
inciple raise the Arab, islamic banner and when 
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The United States wants to wreck the Arabs' breastplate and to dominate their 
capabilities and is still doing all this with the approval of this or that 
ruler. The United States wants Israel, its strategic ally and partner in 
each invasion, to have military, political and economic domination over the 
future of the Arab homeland and, in fact, is helping it in an attempt to 
change the social and human structure. 
It is doing all that and then is putting pressure on the Arabs to go to the 
Ls) S& al ~ 
negotiating table with Israel to get the terms for capitulati 
In this prevailing climate in the Arab homeland, feelings of despair and 
impotence on the part of the Arab rulers are being exploited to get them to 
raise their hands in surrender to an unknown fate. 
The leaders or Israel say that their borders lie where the Israeli tanks have 
reached and the Arab rulers are told: Recognize Israel. 
What borders are to be wale zed: the borders of 1948, 1956, 1967, or 1982 
or the political borders expressed by the leaders of Israel when they say 
that our borders are where our tanks have reached and where we establish 
normal relations with all Arab countries? 
They understand normal relations as a takeover of the Arab will and an 
exploitation of everything they have. in return for that, the Arab people 
is to be given a chance to work in the service of the imperialist-Zionist 


economy. 


Everything is quite clear with regard to what is wanted of our homeland. 
rea” " £ 7 c & , . : ~ ¢ > *’ . ° . 9 . 
Will the future ot the Arabs be written in Hebrew or Arabic letters’? It isa 
fateful choice. 

What the Arab ae are choosing is their destiny and it is what they are 
fighting for in ideas and deeds. 

People make their history. Action starts with curing their own illnesses. 
There are signs in the homeland and in the homeland there are genuine forces 
raising and defending the banner of the Arab future. 

The clear, powerful voice which is leading the way to the future comes today 
with a firm will from Syria. 

Syria says: The Arabs must stand in defiance and work together. We want 
Arab solidarity as a force for us with which to combat the invasion forces 
and to liberate our territory. 

We want joint Arab action. We want solidarity in a common destiny so that 
our future will not be written in non-Arabic letters and with a non-Arab 
will . 

The warning of the part cried out that the Tatars were coming. 
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is growing and expanding, that a selection of a fate is still in 
Ls Our unity and that regionalis 
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that all our strength i 
all. 


Syria says: My choice is the choice of the Arab people, the choice of an 
yreparing and struggling and no power can make me 


Arab future for which 


am p 
° . ; — omns Sana Ta aw ~ 
give up or diverge from my principles and goals. 


Is there anyone to hear the warning voice, to shudder in excitement and lift 
a sharp sword in his hand? 


Peoples make their history and the future is always dependent on those who 
i 


The peoples who make their history begin by getting themselves ready to 
assume their own strength and to go into the trenches to express their free, 
independent and honorable will. 


We, in a difficult position and in a difficult time, have only two choices: 
b | z > d b ] 


not three: 
Either acceptance of the challenge and continuation of the struggle. 


Or giving up territory, honor and the future and accepting surrender with 


its humiliation and shame. 

I as a nation, accept the challenge with Syria and continue the struggle, 

let us begin by coping with our inner challenge, let us express our will 
reely and let our future be what we make it with our will and energies. 


The Arab banner then will not fall and Arab history will be written only by 
} y in the illustrious Arabic letters. 


Arab tree wil 
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[Text | NaADuUul , reb i, BAKHTAR--The ri lca plenary session of the Council 
of Ministers was held here today und thairmanship of Soltan Ali 
Keshtmand, member of Politburo of P ind chairman of the Council of 
Ministers r the DRA. 

In his opening speech Keshtmand said that the growth and consolidation of 

the revolutionary process in our country demands from us devotion, sacrifice, 
consistence, indetatiguableness, initiative and organization, love and over- 
whelming interest in the correct and rapid fulfillment of duties. 
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Considering the question of electric energy in the DRA as a very important 
and urgent issue Keshtmand said that the PDPA and the DRA government attach 
great importance to the task of growthand increasing of electric energy 

in the country towards the ensuring of the peoples’ living and economy. 


Keshtmand elaborated that in accord with the proposal of the Council of 
Ministers and reiteration of the PDPA CC Politburo the second gas turbine 
plant with a capacity of 42 megawatts wiil be purchased and installed soon 
in Kabul. 


The feasibility studies for the construction of two great hydropower struc- 
tures under the names of second and third Sorobee will soon be completed. 
The Soviet Union would render great economic and technical assistance to 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan for the construction of these 
Structures. 


Soltan Ali Keshtmand added: It is worth mentioning that the Soviet Union 
has had so far the greatest share in raising the production of electric 
energy in Afghanistan. As far as the future is concerned the Soviet Union 
has alse shown preparedness for the establishment of large energy structures 
in the DRA. 


Great potentialities exist for the creation of large hydropower stations, 
S.A. Keshtmand stressed. Parallel to the all-sided growth of the economy 
and the expansion of the revolutionary process in the country, these poten- 
tialities would be used in the interest of the economic development and 
improvement in the life of people in the process of the construction of 


a new society he pointed out. 


Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the DRA regardin; the status of 
agriculture and livestock breeding in the DRA said: Agriculture and live- 
stock breeding is a major source of the national production, the manpower 
employment and the foreign trade. The relative share of agricultural and 
livestock productions in the gross national product is over 60 percent. 
This is why the PDPA and the government of the DRA are giving permanent and 
special attention to the growth and expansion of agriculture and livestock 


tion of the country. 


Regarding the promulgation of laws and regulations forever further instituting 
the democratic legality, Soltan Ali Keshtmand said: The law on the prepara- 
tion, formulation and approval of the budget of the DRA which was endorsed 

in today's meeting has a special importance. In this law, the authority 
and obligation of the ministries and the departments concerned in respect 
of the use of the state budget and that of its allotments and payments are 
strictly defined. In view of this law, a budgetary commission will be set 

D by the Revolutionary Council of the DRA for a thorough study of the state 
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This time, the Kabul New 
Times reporter visited the 
eighth security zone of the 
Kabul city and spoke to sol- 
diers from this unit 

On the way he also spoke 
to a soldier safeguarding 
one of the state institutions. 
This man showed high mo- 


“After the military train- 
ing’, he went on, “in the 
units of the Armed forces, 
fighting shoulder to should- 
er with other zealous sol- 
diers of the security com- 
mand of the Kabul province, 
I partimpated in several ba- 
sate ttle operations in Logar, Pa- 

- ghman, Chake Wardak and 
other places, fought against 
the counter-revolutionary 
gangs and returned success- 
fully to our quarters.” 

“Defending the gains of 
“Before joining the sacr- the Saur Revolution is our 
i wiieers servien. 1 have historical mission With the 
‘ . victory of the Saur Revolu- 
been working in the techni eran 


on and its new and evo- 

cal services department : 
' - ; — : et lutionary phase, the toil- 
+ ‘Fr noe r 7PHN.071Cai @ 
ee ing and patriotic oeopie of 
survey or the Mines” and Aighenistae are beroirat: 
Industries Ministry as a te- a aac 
ee e 7 ‘ie ly defending the nation and 
chnical official voluntar- . 
fo dale 4 sake of the the revolution under the 
i oined tne ranks . : os 

; leadership of the PDPA and 
country s defence forces to ¥ i, an 

a he DRA Government’, he 
safeguard the revolution ag. 


p idded 
~+ + 7) ~ ry - 
ainst the domestic and for- 


eign enemies. I took this de- 
SION WO Vea’rs aZ0O wbica 


He introduced himself as 
Ghulam Rabani and im a 
very polite and humanitar- 
ian way responded to the 


questions he was asked. 


The vast masses of our 
nomeland, among them the 


militant and patriotic youth 


l ree; 1s the duty ot every ‘ . 
” ft to a ~~ > si 
! LGie@ COUNCLTY, at this ms- 
patrioti itizen Of our Co- . 
+e —— Cai Moment feel 3t their 
. he stressed. 


great and social task to 
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every passing day we ar@ 


Mitness to the rapid and fur- 
ther consolidation of our to 
ling people in the ranks 
of the revolution defenders, 
peace and seouri- 
‘y taroughout the country 
Only 2 few days ago, many 
people from Herat joined 
the defence forces’ 

Many facilities are being 
Drovided to soldiers by the 
revolutionary state ia their 


rem: + 
units, he said. 


(O ensure 


‘We draw a salary of Afs 

3,900 every month Radios. 
‘aievisions newspapers, ma- 
gazines, various kinds of 
political. somal and econom- 
iCal and artistic facilities 
ire also provided. Books are 
also provided. 
In the:r leisure time.  sol.- 
diers can olay chess. carr- 
m and other games and le- 
id 4 happy ife 

il two vears and seve- 
been 

sifferent battle-fr. 

aonth 
‘or annihilating the count: 
er-revolution. By using hi- 
zh mulitary tactics we have 
demsively crushed the ene- 
By extending and in- 
Sinasn- 


4, month we have 


> seVvVerai times gq 


TT! "AS 


> + no ) 
tensifving the 


ing blows dealt at 
the the gangs of the co- 
unter revolution, we have 

inated a large number 
of them and recovered a 
large quantity of ammuni- 
trons from them. These are 
great wins for us. soldiers’, 
he noted 

His term of military ser- 
cimpleted and 
he will be demobbed = svon 
but he says he will never 
cut hrs links with the real 
patriots. Along with his oth- 
er affairs, he wil help pre- 
serve and defend the land 
and the revouution. 


v? ce WI ua De 


He added, “our revolutr 
on is rightful. Our revolu- 
tion has a bright and bloss- 
oming future. [ have seen 
hundreds of inhuman = actI 
ons of the counter-revoluti- 
on in the fronts. Their ac- 
tions are all against the sac- 
red religion of Islam. J, by 
verceiving this reality, feel 
obliged to acquaint mv co 
untrymen with these deeds 
and also with the beneficia! 
objectives of the revoluti- 
on, its usefulness and rea- 
lity 

My mission will be to tell 
people who dont know, of 
the treacherous deeds of 
the counter-revolutionanes 
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as well a the so-called de- 


fenders of the Is!am, after 
1 am demobbed 
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At the end he said 
reactionary forces and 
imperialist circles, beaded 
by American imperialism, 
who have lost their plund- 
erous interests here as a 


recalt of the consolidation 


of the national and democ- 
ratie revolution in our coun- 
try, by sending terrorists 
and looters have shamelessiy 
tried to create obstacles in 
the path of the growth of 
our society and strengthen 

the revolution. The lackevs 
of imperialism commit ex- 
tremely ugly crimes and 
want, by creating <error 

and fear to disrupt the tran- 
guil life of our people and 

provide opportunities for the 
poisonous propaganda of 
their masters mass Mme- 
dia.” 

“Put”, he noted, “the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan are fed 
up with the actions of the 
terrorists, criminals,  !oot- 
ers and traitors bands and 
are always expressing their 
intensive hatred towards 
them and are pledging aili- 
round readiness and devo- 
tion towards safeguarding 
the revolutionary changes 
of the country 


— A Staff Reporter 











“} will not lay down my 
arms tit} the complete el- 
mination of the enemies. 
The revolutionary transfor- 
mations of our somety in 
diverse fields of life is for 
the benefit of the vast ms:- 
sses of our territory and 
are continuing successfully. 
The people of Afghanistan, 
under the teadersmp of the 
party and the revolutionary 
state, are engaged in build- 
ing a new progressive and 
floumshing gemety. The ex- 
olortative and reachenarv 
circles and forces, who can 
not bear these basic trans- 
formations and see it in 
‘contradiction with their om- 
inous and inhuman _ignor- 
ances and objectives. have 
launched provocative and 
propagandist actions, con- 
spirames and have even dir- 
ectly intervened in the im. 
ternal affairs of our free, 
independent and revoluti- 
onary country. They want 
to prevent the process of 
rejuvinatron of our society 
and consolidation of the ba- 
31s of our national demo 


cratic revolution. . 
Our brave people and 
militant youth should = act 


against the expectations cf 
the devil forces and worid- 
devouring imperialism and 
achieve their tasks and 
great national, historical 
ind revolutionary mnssion 
in this critical moment of 
uistory. [They should _ safe- 
guard their independence. 
national sovereignty, terri- 
tomal integrity and the ga- 

of the Saur Revolution 


ind join the ranks of the 
ndustmrous armed and se 
urty forces. In this way, 


they can accomplish _ valor- 
ous deeds and clean the 

homeland of evil. The-. 
se evil forces in no way, 
will be able to achieve th- 
eir evil plots and conspira- 
cies. The Saur Revolution, 
and especially its new and 
evolutionary phase, enjoys 
ful! and decisive support of ' 
all the toilers and national 
and democratic forces of 
our homeland and is irrev- 
ersible. Our enemies can 

not receive any thing else 
but disgrace. Our compat- 
riots, the brave and patno- 
tic youth of our homeland, 
preparing for defending 
the gains of their national 
and democratic revolution, 
are dealing crushing and 
smashing blows to the ene- 
mies of the homeland and 
the revolution and are reg- 
istering their manliness in 
the pages of the contemp- 
orary history of our proud 
homeland 


“Our people believe that 
the ranks of the armed and 
security forces are the best 
centres for demonstrating 
their valour and = mulitancy 
‘toward the homeland = and 
the revotution. 

Increasing its strength is 
one of the urgent and his- 
torical tasks of our people 
That is why they are conso- 


lidating around the’ ranks 


: 


of the armed and securit, 


rees aS to turtner stren- 


gthen and support the tren- 


ches of the defence of the 














Kabir is a serious but ca- 
im and polite man. who re- 
presented the militant you- 
th 

Asked about what mot 
vated him to join the ranks 
of the secumty forces hi 
said, “Twentytwo nonths 
ago I joined the service in 
the ranks of the secumty 
forces and in this. period, 
I nave only fruitful memor- 
ies. Today the soldiers in 
thetr units enjoy 2 tranquil 
life as at their homes. All 
the necessary facilities of 
dailv life have been provid- 
ed to them. The = soldiers 
dont feel any shortage in 
their life and they are be- 
ing permitted to visit their 
families once a week and 
this is a very good oppor- 
tunity for the soldiers” 

Kabir said, he joined the 
military service voluntavily 
in the ninth secumty zone 
At the beginning, he was 
on duty at the security post 
of the thermal power sta- 
tion at the Hoodkhel ares 
He served for sometime a 
the Deh Sabz district and 
at present his service is in 
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Our sensitive anc patriotic 
countrymen. O revolut 

on has a blossoming future, 
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as our people see it. In the 
light of the glorious Saur 
Revolutior especially  aft- 
er its new and evolutionary 
phase, basic and all-round 
transformations have app- 
eared in the somal, econo- 
mical, political and cul- 
tural life of our socety for 
the benefit of the toiling 
masse (ul revoiutional!l 

state’, he said, “takes Vva- 
luable and effective strides 
for the well-being and tran- 


quillity of our people be 
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looters and murderers. and 
express their intensive na- 
te against the counter-rev- 


olution all the time. By per- 
ceiving these actions of 
tne counter-revoiutionary 
elements, our people gre 


always expressing readiness 
ind ail round devotions for 
safeguarding the revoluti- 
onary changes in the cou- 
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He said that the Gover- 
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atements addressed 
to the P 


ashtoon tribes and 
nationalities in this resp- 
‘t “emanating from the 
well-thoughtout decisions 
of the PDPA and the _ re- 
' it ry Government 


lad : 
the DRA.” 
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Let us practicaily mo- 
ve ahead with goodwill on 
this path which is the pa- 
th of glories and honou 
of our national history, 
the path of peace and the 
path of future prosperity 
and progress of Arghan- 
istan’, he said 

He recalled 
Afghans have foiled th- 
rice the colonial plans of 
the greatest colonial po- 
wer of Britain. 


that the 


He stressed that, “in 
the same wav, the Afgh- 
ans must foil today the 
plans of the notorious im- 
perialism and its agents 
and not allow them to 
destroy our country.” 


He told the Afghans li- 
ving abroad frankly in 
this respect that the 


essage to Pashtoon People 


Full text of .message 
to the Pushtoon peoples 
and tribes read out ove! 
the DRA radio-television 
ov Dr Najibullah, mem- 
ber of the Politburo of 

»A CC and Presi- 


) 
f * <7 l.far 
4 Lune tate ini JTeo 


¢ Sor a 
shia. i Wei Viltls 
Y . £ 2. 4 + | 
» - “A TY) ry 
in tne name oi God tne 
XT Xf ‘ ] (* . 
v S awl¢ li ang ~ OLT)- 
a > 
4a >» a 
< + an" ‘ 
a Liié i qd t i > al 4 
rt i 
> ‘ 
s Dae Ud aia 
\¢ a 
+ nor 
4a n Wrsicdad 
‘ , Ww 
; had n rvy 
\ iC¢ DdOrak NAMPiTidi, 
~, > . +. 
My A . ai a wd At 
f + . 
4 } ww‘ - + S 
} 4 be : Dy + 
A Gq [ . a, 


a’ 

ge . 
nirsh 

M ut 


of the Revolutionary 


pirgahs’ 
semblies is the 
of firing, shooting and 
fighting. “That is to say 
security rnust be ensured 
before talks can begin.” 


cessation 


{ 


fe added: “The DRA 
has accepted and wil! acc- 
ept this condition. We 
also address to all those 
who want concilliation 
and peace to stop 
ing and firing to”. ensure 
security in order to pave 
the ground for all of us to 
sit together and explore 
ihe ways and means for 
the building and prosp- 
erity of our country.’ 
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“The subversive actions 
vf the bandits have led 
the Pashtoon tribes to de 
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uncil of the DRA and the 
Central Committee of the 
PDPA, to all of you who 


have listened to 


words 
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now coming to think that 
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ne should avoid partici- 
pation in such jirgah and 
why one would proceed 
ai0ng the pata of destru- 
ction of the country and 
ones own future ana 
vhy one should bring ag- 
nominy to oneself 


Likewise, the tribal 
brothers living in the mo- 


self is such a giorious = Spi- 

and a custom of our Oa- 
tion and people that Gow- 
er great a pride we May 
take in it, it would still be 
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jirgahs and mutual con- 
sultations constitute an 
important aspect of life 
have shown positive re 
action to this declaration 
\» decision of ours and 
seem ready to give any 
sacrifices in this regard. 
Even the elders and reli- 
gious scholars living in 
the districts. have also 
paid’ serious heed to this 
issue. All these are pro- 
ming: prospects for us be 
cause in it lies the pros 
erity and happiness. of 


sv ¥ 


ry 
br 
O ir 


men and peace and pro- 


rit and custom of jirgah and 
consultation has revived am- 
ongst the chivalrous and 
patmotic Muslim people of 
our nation aud on the oth- 
er nes our party and Go 
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he most adequate pert 
for emsuring prosperity, ha- 
ppiness and peace and are 


proceeding along that path. 
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Comrade Basrak harmdl, 
General Secretary of tue 
PDPA CC, by the party, tae 
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and the Goverument. Ai 
declaranois, messages aud 
statements wiuch we have 
addressed to you ww this re 
gard originate from the con- 
sGous decisious of our par- 
ty and the revolutionary 
State and will remain as 
the document of the glitter- 
ing tustory of the nations, 
we will abide by these to 
the letter and will endeav- 
our to the utmost to put th- 
em in practice. 

God willing, Almighty will 
make us come out with pri- 
de before the aation and 
the history. Likewise, in 
addition to whatever we ha- 
ve said so tar we also say 
to you, elders and  semiors 
of the nathon, brothers and 
sisters wherever you may 
be and whoever you may 
be, who as we have come 
to Know are ready for talks 
with us for the prosperity 
of your country in conform- 
ity with our beliefs, custo- 
ms and nationa! history th- 
at we pay greater respect 
and esteem than expected 
by you to your. attention, 
will and readiness. Should 
we act otherwise we will be 
dishonoured before our co 
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uscience, Delief, history and 
yourselves. Then come, let 
us embark on this path, a 
path of glories and preced- 
ents of our national history, 
a path of our present day 
peace and prosperity and of 
progress and happiness of 
future. Let us embark on 
this path with goodwill, co 
urage boidness and Afghan 
chivalry ani make our co 
umtry prosperous. Tne way 
we foiled three times ino the 
past the extensive colomal 
piams of the greates: col- 
OMmlal power, that is. Bni- 
tain, 10 the same way iet 
us foul today this plan of 
world notomeus imperial- 
Sm and their ageuts who 
want tO make us fight ag- 
ainst each other 
desfroy our country and 
brothers and thus we ‘aust 
eam a new honour in the 
world for our future. 
Dear brothers and ist: 
ers, we have both informa- 
tron which is not secret as 
also information through 
secret Means indicating to 
us that a number or inieil- 
ectua! figures, political se- 
mors, national and tribai 
elders, patriotic clergymen 
and youth are endeavouring 
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in thus direchon. A numbe! 
f our brothers who have 
left their homes aad hear: 
ths also have the same 10- 
clinatuons and are Mahing 
the same endeavours. -Le} 
are io direct or iudurect con 
tact with us. We appreciate 
the efforts and will of all 
these peoples and = assure 
them every kind of adelp 
and assistance. 

In this respect we make 

it explotily clear that wu 

anyone wants to hold talks 
through jirgah according to 
the customs, tradition, and 
national historv, it must be 
clear for every individual 
of this nation that the first 
condition of Jirgah is that 
it can not be held when 

firing and shooting goes 
on. That is to say, first fir- 
ing and shooting is stepped 
and then jirgah is held and 
talks take place. Thus, ev- 
eryone who today waats to 
hold jirgah and hold taiks 
should first accept this con- 
dition. First firing and hgh- 
ting must be stopped and 
security ensured and gua- 
ranteed and then the talks 
will take place 
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brothers that, in this iss- 
ue in which lies the good 
of the country and nat- 
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Management of the 
s of banks and establi- 
of a nationai and 
orogressive order of banks 
among economic duties 
JPA. whicn have 
ned in the Pro- 
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Thus, svstematie changes 


in the banking order as 

a major pillar of economy 

needed to be brought ab- 
out. The banking system has 
a profound role in achieving 
economic independence in 
accounting, management of 
the total economic and fin- 
ancial activity of the  gov- 
ernment. coordination of 
credits and other assistar- 
ces in the various fields otf 
economic life. control and 
management of money su- 
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transformations in accord- 
ance to the state socio-eco- 
nomic. development plans 
The leadership and sup- 
ervision of the central bank 
over the activities of banks 
heip in direeting implem- 
entation of the unified sc- 
entific and progressive Dan- 
king policy, hormonization 
otf the banks’ 
management of credit and 
payment plans, credits of 
the banks, orgamised  exp- 
ansion of the banking  net- 
work ali over the countrs 
superviston over the bDalan- 
ced supply of money. They 
provide tacilities for the 
peoples transactions, the 
sound relations of the ban- 
ks with the state institvuti- 
ons. control over local mar- 
kets. Management of taxa- 
tion, balanced = distribution, 
f the national income and 
democratisation of banking 


activities, 


COORDINATION 

Thus, the central Dank 
has taken steps for hormo- 
nisation of all the activities 
of the banks and prevention 
of even undesirable ones. 
The state has endorsed so- 
me regulations like the ones 
for credits and commission 
payments Dy the trade Dan- 
ks, current deposits and 
periodical savings opening 
of letters of credit and 
credit by the mortgage and 
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After the victory of the 
Saur Revolutio: especial- 
ly after the centralisation o! 
the banking system, prio- 
rity nas been given to the 
activities of the banks. In 
accordance with the” anti- 


feudal and anti-imperial na- 
ture of the Saur Revo- 
lution, and requiremerts of 
a balanced growth of the 
national economy, fundam- 


ental transformations ha- 
ve come about 

Assistance of banks to 
the cooperative and state 
sectors as the pillars of the 
new and progressive prod- 
uction along with 
Support tor the private sec- 
tor, are important priorities 
for the state. The activities 
of the central bank and 
sector banks have been dir- 
ected towards cooperation 
with the state and coopera- 
tive sectors. 

Through long and short-te- 
rm bank credits for various 
production arenas of the 
state. for the productive se;- 
vice and consumer cnopera- 
tives, particivation in in- 
vestment with the private 
sector, as a’ context fer 
growth of the mixed sector 
through which the private 
sector can be guided in 
abiding bv the socio-econvu- 
mic development olans otf 
the state, the banking = sys- 
tem has direct and practical 
link with the economic 
changes in the country. 

The sector banks have 
accomplished = services for 
procuring the currency re- 
quirement of the state and 


, 
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state institutions and dist: 
} aay } 
bution of loans and assis 


tance te them. For instance. 


Agricul- 


the activity of the 


$y, Naval 4 Dan] 

ture Development Bank, 
in the first place, is to es- 
tablish agricultural state 


farms and mechanised sta 
Industria 
Development Bank to es: 
tablish small and large state 
industria! institutions. and 
the private and mutxed sec- 
tors and assist the State 


construction projects. 


' 


tions, and of the 


centralisation 
of the banking system has 
a role in expansion of trade 
affairs, strengthening of 
the state sector in the com- 
merce and provision ot faci- 
lities for the local tradesm- 
en in the country. In this 
context, the assistance of 
Export Promotion Bank is 
worthy of mention. 


Moreover, 


e central bank = also 
strives for finding favour- 
able methods to assist ex- 
porters and accelerate tians- 
actions with the foreign co- 
untries. Likewise, ‘hrough 
democratisation of the 
bank's leadership and ad- 
ministration and emsurance 
of closer ties with the peo- 
ple and encouragement of 
the people to save by open- 
ing current accounts great 
changes have taken place. 


his connection the role 


~ 


of Agmecultur Developm- 
ent Bank in solving the 
problems of the peasants 
worth mentioning 

Courtesy Haqiqat? | 
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o Exporters, Impo: cers 


to support the producers and exporters of different commercial 

ym the country and the importers of various goods the Pashtany 
Bank (commercial bank) has rendered Afs 151,500,000, loan to them 
rst six months of the current Afghan year. 


fficial, disclosing this in an interview to the Kabul New Times 
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bank has also granted Afs 3,315 million to the people last year. 


ld be mentioned that the credit loans of the bank during the current 


the tield of letters of credits for importing goods requirement 
Suntry, when comparing with the last year, has been increasing and 
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ped that it will be more than the envisaged plan," he said. 


The bank, despite loan limitations last year, has offered 815 million or 
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33 percent more than the plan target of Af 
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mmendation of the Da Afghanistan Bank (Central Bank): It has 


2,500 million. 


Ww 


e credit and developmental plans of the bank the official said: 

has an allocation of Afs 2,500 million for the current year on 
ood credit facilities to the traders and importers of the country 
g to plan target and the customers are satisfied with the services 
lities provided them by the Pashtany bank.” 


ing a question, he added: "The relations of the Pashtany Tejarati 
ith other big banks of the world is based on international principles 
King The bank can carry the monetary and banking orders of the 
ers to every nook and corner of the world and the customers can 
t from its services whenever import facilities are requested. 

ing the number of the savings accounts and of a last year, the 
al said, "The current account and disinterested deposits in the bank 
O, in comparison with the previous year, has increased and amounted 
147,97 million. Similarly, the number of saving accounts in the 

| ynstrated a considerable increase and the total amount has 

149,999 million which showed an increase of 13,793 saving 

ts and a sum of Afs 393,82 million when compared with 1359. in 
words, the total number of saving accounts, interested deposits and 
Preste feposits and rrent accounts of the bank in 1360 HS amounted 
,»8/6 and its estate to Afe 297,742 million which also include the 

of monetary current accounts of the customers of the bank." 
g prizes for the account holder's lottery for 1360, the official 
he prizes for saving accourts of the bank amounted to Afs 965,000. 
his, sum of Afs 743,000 was for the saving accounts in the capital 
s 222,000 for those in the provinces. 
4600 2) 
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STATISTICS REPORTED FOR LITERACY CAMPAIGN 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 8 Feb 83 p 3 


[Text] Eradication of illiteracy and gaining all-round progress in educa- 
tion, culture and training of the masses are the main duties of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan, 


Accordingly, after the new and evolutionary phase at the Saur Revolution, 
the Revolutionary Council of the DRA has issued a decree concerning the 
harmony and coordination of the literacy campaign. 


On the basis of this decree, eradication of illiteracy is considered one of 
the main tasks of the national democratic revolution and all people of the 
country from ten to 50 years are requested to learn to read and write. 


Also, for the realisation of the illiteracy eradication programmes, a 
directive has been issued for establishment of the state central commission 
and other provincial commissions for eradication of illiteracy in the 
country. 


In the context of the literacy campaign, it has been planned that this 
programme is to be completed in the cities by 1987 and in the rural areas by 
1990. The youth and the women's organisation are being assigned to take 
active part in eradicating illiteracy among the youths and women throughout 
the country. 


For the purpose of eradicating illiteracy and in order to prevent possible 
deviations and errors committed by the terrorist Amin's band who made the 
people face various tortures, scorns, disdainments and apprehensions, 

nd 


numerous versatile programmes have bee rafted and implemented, 


Education of women, studies in agricultural cooperatives, off-school litera 
courses for children, supplementary studies and follow up programmes ari 
among the envisaged programmes which are worth mentioning. As has been 
reported in the ninth plenum of the PDPA CC: "...0ne of the basic objectives 
is eradication of illiteracy. Revolution should enlighten and endow 
knowledge to the people...We, for the coordination of this, suggest this way-- 
every literate person should at least work with and teach them from two to 
five illiterate persons, Endurance and patience is highly needed and demands 
and tendencies be regarded and pressure tactics should be abstained from." 


ie 
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ing to th ified directives of the party and the state, in 1359 
1980), 515,000 pupils in 25,750 courses, in 1360 (1981) 550,000 pupils in 
2,575 ¢ 3s, and in 1361 (1982), 632,500 pupils are enrolled in 1,665 
literacy courses all over the country. 
After the new and ylutionary phase of the Saur Revolution, totally 
1,697, students have been taught to read and write in 84,875 courses by 
$2,537 ficial and voluntary teachers and 16,618 supervisors. From the 
tot Llment, 1,880 are girls and women who are taught literacy by 
2,416 teachers and 2383 supervisors in 6,554 courses, 
or the implementation of the literacy campaign, in 1359, a total sum of Afs 
114 m ns, 1360 a sum of Ags 114,770,200 and in 1361 the same amount 
of money have been allocated in the budget. In the three years after the 
new phase of the revolution, Afs 343,540,400 has been spent on this goal, 
[mn the same pet th first, second and third volumes of the literacy course 
extbooks have been printed in 7,9999,18 copies. Likewise, 20,000 copies of 
the first lum f the off-school elders’ books in Pashtu and Dari languages, 
2,000 cop »9£ the second and third volume of the off-school youngsters' 
books, ; } copies of the first volume of literacy courses textbook in 
bek 11,000 copies of the follow-up pamphlets have been published, 
Uh -up materials have been provided for the literate in order to 
aaintain their ability to read and write and further enhance the level of 
their knowledge. The materials are prepared according to the level of 
information and authority of the literates. 
t ‘th ment ing that for the first time, experimentary elders' 
schools in Wazir Akbar Khan Mena and two more in Shahshahid and Mirwais 
Mai la beer tablished, In these schools, so far, 1,140 girl 
tudents have attended the classes. 
ourtesy: Haquqate Enqlabe Saur). 
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WORKERS SENT FOR TRAINING--About (?267) organizations have arranged for 
workers to go and learn management and guidance to raise the standard of 
living of the workers in the DRA. About 167 workers have been sent to the 
friendly countries of the Soviet Union, Hungary, Mongolia, Czechoslovakia 
and Bulgaria by the trade union organizations. [GF121804 Kabul in English 
to South Asia 1000 GMT 12 Feb 83] 


USSR EMBASSY RECEPTION--Kabul, 24 Feb, BAKHTAR--A reception was held here 
last night at the Soviet Embassy in Kabul to mark the sixty-fifth anniversary 
of the Soviet Red Army. The reception which was hosted by the Soviet mili- 
tary attache was attended by Soltan Ali Keshtmand, member of the Politburo 
PDPA CC and chairman of the [words indistinct], members of Politburo and 
secretary of the [word indistinct] Central Committee, members of the Council 
of Ministers, high-ranking civil and military officials, ambassadors, charge 
de affairs and military attaches of the friendly countries. [Text] [Kabul 
BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 25 Feb 83 LD] 


CIVIL DEFENSE DEPARTMENT CREATED--In observance of the resolutions of the 
Politburo of the Central Committee of the PDPA, the civil defense of the 
fertilizer and power plants of Mazar-e Sharif was officially created on 
Wednesday. The general (?president) of the local organs of trade, (?power) 
and administration spoke at the ceremonies on the role and significance 
of the creation of civil defense. A related source said that 7/50 employees 
e plant have registered in the civil defense of the said plant. A 
number of workers registered in the civil defense of the plant, during 
interviews, said: Due to their artificial nature, the counterrevolution has 
a 


v 


always tried to destroy bridges, hyways, mosques, schools, hospitals and 
institutions and create obstacles in the implementation of the objectives 
of the April Revolution. But it is the duty and responsibility of each 
patriotic and (?conscientious) element in particular the effort-making [as 
heard} workers of the country who render [passage indistinct]. [Text] 
(GF251304 Kabul in English to South Asia 1000 GMT 25 Feb 83] 








BANGLADESH 


REPORTAGE ON BANGLADESH-EEC PANEL MEETING 
EEC Delegation arrives 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Jan 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] A high-powered European Economic Community (EEC) delegation arrived 
in Dhaka on Friday to attend the Bangladesh-EEC Joint Commission meeting 
beginning today (Saturday) reports BSS. 


Talking to newsmen at the airport the leader of the delegation, Mr E. 
Volpi, said that they were looking forward with keen interest to the discus- 
sions with Bangladesh authorities for promotion and development of mutually 
beneficial relations. 


Mr Volpi, who is the Director of Directorate General, External Relations, 
in the EEC headquarters, read out a prepared statement which said that the 
Joint Commission, which had first met in 1978, during its current meeting 
would not only take up trade issues but also cover all aspects of "economic 
cooperation and aid problems". 


Mr. Volpi expressed his satisfaction at the growth of trade between the 
Common Market and Bangladesh and said EEC imports from Bangladesh during the 
first eight months of 1982 calendar year were 58 per cent higher than in the 


ii & 


corresponding period of the previous year. He hoped the trade deficit would 
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decrease further in the coming years. 


He said the Community aid to Bangladesh in the form of project and food aid 
would be around 50 million dollars annually. "If you add member states' 
this, the total envelope is roughly about 400 million 


( 
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i 
dollars, he added. 


Mr Volpi, who is heading a 19-member delegation, hoped the visit will be 
"fruitful'’ and help further strengthen EEC-Bangladesh relations. A seminar 
on Generalised System of Preference (GSP) will be held in Dhaka in mid- 


reDruary, ne salc, 
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Delegation Leader Meets Press 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Jan 83 p 12 
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[Text} The leader of the visiting EEC delegation, Mr Edoardo 
Sunday described the two-day Bangladesh-EEC Joint Commission meeting as 
"fruitful'’ and said the two sides were able to find out new fields of 
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Volpi, on 


cooperation reports BSS. 


Briefing newsmen in Dhaka, Mr Edoardo visualised new avenues for improving 
further economic relations between Bangladesh and EEC. 


He said "We spoke about how we could improve industrial cooperation". 
Though he did not specify the areas of industrial cooperation, yet he indi- 
cated that paper technology and ceramic were the fields where the scope 
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was scope for energy saving or better use 


Mr Edoardo pointed out that ther 
t EEC had already reduced its oil import by 
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of energy. He pointed out tt 
ent in two years. 
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Referring to the Bangladesh's exports to EEC he said it did not require 
yment otf customs duty which he added was a good incentive. 


Asked if the EEC would increase its aid to Bangladesh, Mr Edoardo said "we 
may try to make special efforts for your country taking into account our 
f 


inancial means. 


eanwhile, a joint Press release issued at the end of the two-day meeting of 
the Bangladesh-EEC Joint Commission said the Commission reviewed a wide 
spectrum of bilateral cooperation especially in the areas of food aid, 


. 


project aid, and technical assistance and trade promotion. 


The Joint Commission meeting was presided over bv Mr AFM Ehsanul Kabir, 
Secretary, Commerce Division, and the leader of the Bangladesh delegation, 
The EEC delegation was headed by Mr Edoardo Volpi, Director, Directorate 
reneral ot External Relations, Commission of the European Communities. 


[he meeting held in a spirit of cordiality, friendship and complete under- 
Standing between the two sides, reviewed the concerned project aid and 


th 
on-going projects and noted progress in this regard. 


and food sectors were 
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identified for possible financing and these would be studied in the immedi- 


ite future. 
Regarding food aid, the EEC delegation indicated that every consideration 


would be given to meeting the needs of Bangladesh in this area. 
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sion also discussed ways of initiating new areas of col- 
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laboration in the field of industriai cooperation including energy. 
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The visit of the EEC dulega- 
tion to Bangladesh came at a time 
when the government policies and 
programmes for rejuvenating the 
economy has been put on an even 
kee!. They have had wide-ranging 
ciscussions with officials in varia. 
us ministries in the city. And 
such discussions centred on adop 
tion of programmes having feasi- 
bility not only in terms of the 
requirernents of this country but 
also the world at large. As report- 
ed, the members of the delega- 
tion were basically interested in 
some fields like paper and cers- 
Mic industries. They have how 
ever identified new areas of colla- 
Doration in some industries in- 
cluding energy. 

The leader of the delegation, 
Mr. Edoardo Volpi, is on record 
Mr. Edoardo Volpi is on record 
saying that the EEC countries 
would ike to improve cooper» 
tion for industrial development. 
This is considered by the delega- 
tion ss One of the fundamental 
factors in economic relations. 
Countries in the EEC have advan- 
ced technology and know-how, 


and the same is needed for initia- 
ting new projects and augmenting 
the production of existing indus 
trial projects in Bangladesh. But 
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‘he prevailing constraints in the 
shape of inflow of resources have 
stood in tne way of the import nf 
such technology and know-how. 
Even the comparative advantages 
in labour cost could not De fully 
utilized by loca! or foreign inves 
tors also due to unfavourable in- 
vestment climate of the last de 
cade. 

The present government has > 
already initiated policy changes 
and liberalized the terms for 
entry of foreign investment in the 
country. The industrial invest- 
ment schedule has been thorough- 
ly revised to accommodate private 
entrepreneurs in heavy industries. 
The members of the EEC delega- 
tion would naturally find q wider 
scope of investment in this coun- 
try. It is expected that the visit 
will be followed up by agreements 
on Investrnent in selected sectors 
and actual inflow of resources In- 
cluding know-how and technology. 
for this-more contact and elab«- 
rate discussions on a portfolio of 
projects would be called for. It is 
hoped that authorities in Bangly 
gdesh woul! be presenting to EEC 
countries such a portfolio in the 
coming months. 

It is reported that the authort- 
tles have set in motion a process of 





scanning of projects included in 
the Second Five-Year Plan. if they 
keep the views Of the delegation in 
mind, such scanning should enable 
them to have a roster of viable 
projects for presentation to the 
EEC. Apparently the Joint Bang- 
ladesh-EEC Commission which 
had its meetings in Dhaka has 
outlined areas of cooperation and 
considered the progress of on- 
going projects. More elaborate 
exercise in this regard will be 
called for. The delegation has 
however, studied a wide range of 
bilateral issues including food aid 
and trade promotion. These are 
matters of immediate concern ta 
Bangladesh and the outcome of 
deliberations has been encourag- 
ing as per press statement of the 
leader of the EEC delegation. 

It may be noted that Bangla- 
desh continues to export raw 
materials and .low technology pro- 
ducts to EEC countries. Some of 
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the exports are free from custom 
duty. If measures are taken ts 
improve quality of products, main- 
tain the schedule of exports and 
quote competitive price there is 
scope for getting a wider market 
Share. Like other competitors 
Bangladesh should be able to in- 
crease export earnings from some 
non-traditional items and even 
textile. Investors from the EEC 
countries should be encouraged 
to enter into joint-venture agree- 
ments for these exportable pro- 
ducts. In addition they should be 
encouraged to invest in heavy in: 
dustries including petro-chemi. 
cals, for which this country has 
also a good reserve of naiural gas 
and other non-renewable resourc- 
es. Given the investment climate, 
the move for cooperation and the 
perspective of development colla- 
borative activities with the EEC 
may prove profitable and propi- 
tious for this country. 
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ERSHAD MEETS PRESS BEFORE DEPARTURE FOR KUWAIT 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Feb 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad left 
Dhaka on Monday morning for Kuwait on the first leg of his three-nation tour 
that will later tase him to Morocco and Jordan, reports BSS. 


Prior to his departure, the CMLA told reporters at the airport that he was 
visitins the three friendly and brotherly countries at the invitations of 
the Amir of Kuwa.t, Sheikh Sabah Al—Ahamad Al Sabah, King Hasan of Morocco 
and King Hussein of Jordan. 


He saic that he would discuss with the leaders of the three countries 
bilateral, regional and international matters and issues concerning the 


Muslim world. 


Gen. Ershad expressed the hope that his visit to Kuwait, Morocco and Jordan 
would further consolidate Bangladesh's friendly relations with the three 


iu 


countries. 


He said that he would be in Kuwait till February 2 and discuss with the Amir 


matters of mutual interest. 


The CMLA recalled that Bangladesh's relation with Kuwait was close and that 


} = 7. -~4 rmOYro ha P ] sre i -_ Orn 
HDotn countries were tne members Or the Vit. 


He said that the two countries were also working in close cooperation in 
various international forums. 

Kuwait had provided 36 million dollar assistance for the 
72 million dollars East-West Inter-Connector project of Bangladesh. 


Gen. Ershad said that at present there were 23,000 Bangladeshis working in 
Kuwait from whom the country had earned a remittance of taka 63 crore during 
last 10 months. 

he CMLA said that from Kuwait he would go to Rabaat on February 2 and have 
talks with King Hasan on Al-Quus Committee. He will hold discussions with 


the leaders of Morocco on bilateral matters. 














Gen. Ershad said "We are having century-old relation with Morocco that 


began in the 14th century with the visit of famous historian Ibne Batuta." 


He said both Bangladesh and Morocco were working together in OIC and other 
[Islamic forums. 


Gen. Ershad said that on his way back home he would make a stopover in 
Jordan, during which he would have talks with King Hussein. 


Replying to a question, he said that he would discuss with King Hussein the 
Lebanon and Palestinian issues. 


Asked if Bangladesh was mediating to remove the recent misunderstanding 
between the Arab countries and the United Kingdom on PLO issue, the CMLA 
said, "We have already initiated negotiations and it seems that the mis- 
understanding between them has already been removed." 


[The CMLA's entourage included Foreign Minister Mr. A. R. Shamsud Doha; 
Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives Minister, Mr. Mahbubur 
Rahman and senior officials. 


The CMLA was seen off at the airport by DCMLAs--Rear Admiral M. A. Khan and 
Air Vice-Marshal Sultan Mahmud--Ministers, members of diplomatic missions 
and high civil and military officials. 


Gen. Ershad is expected to return home on February 8. 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON FORMATION OF NATIONAL WATER COUNCIL 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Feb 83 pp 1, 8 


fText The Government has constituted a 2l-member National Water Council. 
The Chief Martial Law Administratot Lt Gen H M Ershad will be the Chairman 
of the Council, says a PID handout. 


The terms of reference of the National Water Council are as follows: (a) 
Review the activities relating to the preparation of National Water Plan; 
(b) Review the progress made in harmessing the Water resources of the 
Country; (c) Formulate overall policy with regard to optimal allocation of 
the water resource among different uses; (d) Determine the investment size 
and pattern for full development of the water resources; (e) Review the 


institutional arrangements for water management and consider measures for 
improvement; (f) The Council may perform any other function in the water 
l that may be considered necessary for better utilisation and 


- A . . ) 
reiated sectors t 


Management of the water resources. 
The National Water Council will meet at least once every three months. 


The members of the Council are: (a) DCMLA and Chief of Naval Sta‘’= and 

Minister for Communication; (b) LCMLA and Chief of Air Staff and Minister 
(c) Minister for Finance and Planning; (d) Minister for For- 

rs: (e) Minister for Agriculture; (f) Minister for Local Govern- 


ro BPrnarotw 
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ment; (g¢) Major General Muzammel Hussain, psc PSO to CMLA; (h) Major General 
Nooruddin Khan psc Chief of General Staff, AHQ; (i) Major General 

Mahmudul Hassan, Engineer-in-Chief, Army Headquarters; (}) Mr Abul Ahsan, 
Additional Secretary, Ministery of Foreign Affairs; (k) Professor M I 


idhury; (1) Dean of the Faculty of Law, Dhaka University; (m) Dr Q 
Khalequzzaman Ahmed, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies; (n) 
Chairman, SPARSO; (o) Chairman, Water Development Board; (p) Chief, Water 
Jivision of Planning Commission; (q) Mr Maqbuiur Rahman, Consulting 

(r) Anwar Hussain Manju, Editor, ITTEFAQ; (s) One Senior Engineer 
experienced in water resources planning drawn from Water Development Board 


(JRC); and (t) Secretary, Irrigation, Water Development and Flood Control 


— 
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Ministry of Agriculture (Member/Secretary). 
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INFORMATION MINISTER REPORTS ON DAKAR CONFERENCE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh has been unanimously elected to the four-member committee 
set up to determine the scale of financial contribution of member countries 
to the specialised agencies of the OIC, Information Minister Syed Najmuddin 
Hashim said in Dhaka on Tuesday. 


Talking to BSS Mr Hashim, who led the Bangladesh delegation to the meeting 
of the Permanent [Islamic Commission of Information and Cultural Affairs 
held in Dakar last week, said that the four-member committee has been 
entrusted with the fulfilment of the information plan such as the Inter- 
national Islamic News Agency (IINA); the broadcasting organisations; the 
scientific, educational and cultural organisations and the Istanbul Centre. 


He said the scale of contributions could be decided, keeping in mind the per 
capita income of member countries. 


The Minister pointed out that Bangladesh played an active and important role 
in the Dakar meeting and delegates welcomed the Chief Martial Law Adminis- 
trator Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad's assurance that “Islam will find its due and 
proper place in the future Constitution under which a democratic dispensa- 
tion suited to the genius and requirements of the people will be ushered 

in by the present Government of Bangladesh". 


Mr Hashim said that President Abdou Diouf of Senegal who is also Chairman 
of the Commission sent a message to Gen Ershad “in recognition of the 
Bangladesh Government's consistent and staunch support to the causes of 
the Islamic Ummah". 


It is in recognition of Bangladesh's distinct contribution to the outcome 
of the conference that the Saudi Information Minister Dr Mohamed Abdou 
Yamani presented a piece of the Ghilaf of Kaaba Sharif to the Bangladesh 
chief delegate, the Minister said. 


The leader of the Bangladesh delegation said that he had informed the con- 
ference of developments in his country in the service of Islam like the 
establishment of an Islamic university, the publication of a 1200-page 
encyclopaedia of Islam in Bengali language and the wide publicity given in 











the mass media to the Palestine liberation struggle and the plight of the 
Lebanese and Palestinian people who had been subjected to genocide in Beirut. 


The Information Minister said Bangladesh played its due role at the confer- 
ence to evolve ways and means to project to the outside world a faithful 


image of [slam as a religion of tolerance, peace, justice and freedom. 
Mr Hashim pointed out that the immediate tasks were obviously to break 
through the mystification and preconditioning of world opinion by the major 


international! media regarding the just Islamic causes and mainly that of 
Palestine and Al Quds Al-Sharif. 


The tirst concrete steps were taken at Dakar to work out and integrate an 
information strategy for the OIC he said. 

A significant outcome of the conference, the Minister said, was the decision 
to welcome the decision of President El Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon to open a 
section to study relationship of Islam with Bantu civilizations at the 
Libreville Centre of Bantu Civilization. The centre was set up earlier this 
month at a conference participated by eleven African countries inhabited by 


Bantu peoples, he added. 


Mr Hashim said Bangladesh particularly welcomed this serious effort to 

-ourage a dialogue between the Islamic civilization and the Bantu peoples. 

also lent full support to existing OIC specialised agencies and those 

proposed to be set up like the Islamic Fiqh Academy in Jeddah; the Islamic 
lid: Games proposed by Bangladesh; the Islamic Translation Institute 

n Khartoum; the Islamic universities in Uganda, Nigeria and Bangladesh and 


The Minister said all these multifarious activities proved that the Islamic 
world had recognised the international threat posed to its position and was 
taking active steps to safeguard its interests. 

Mr Hashim observed that Islam came to Bangladesh long before the Muslim 
vest in the 13th century. During the Khilafat of Hazrat Umar (RA) 


azrat Mamun and Hazrat Mohaimin came at the head of a group of preachers in 
the seventn century A.D. 
The Miniscer said "We will as the Senegalese President said, mobilize our 


integrity and cultural specificity and open them up to other cultures in a 
spirit of mutual enrichment so that we can contribute to a balanced dia- 
logue between cultures that are free of any sectarianism and thus fulfil 


OFT 
the legitimate aspirations of our people for a new world cultural and 
information order" 
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REPORT ON LABOR MINISTER'S TALKS WITH BRUNEI LEADER 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] The Chief Minister of Brunei Datuk Seri Seita Awang Haji Abdul 
Aziz has stressed the need for closer cooperation and frequent contacts 
bewteen the leaders and the peoples of Bangladesh and Brunei reports BSS. 


The Brunei Chief Minister expressed the view when the Bangladesh Labour 

and Manpower Minister Air Vice-Marshal (Retd) K. M. Aminul Islam met him in 
Brunei on January 24 according to a delayed message received in Dhaka on 
Wednesday. 

The Minister conveyed the warm and personal regards of the Chief Martial 


Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad to the Brunei Chief Minister who 
reciprocated the greetings. 


The Chief Minister emphasised the common bonds of religion and culture that 
bind the two countries together and expressed his deep appreciation for 
the Islamic values that the people of Bangladesh and Brunei deeply possess. 


Mr. Abdul Aziz accepted an invitation to visit Bangladesh at a convenient 
time. 


Earlier the Labour Minister met his counterpart Mr. Pengiran Anak Idris and 
discussed matters of mutual interest. The Brunei Minister said that his 
country wanted to meet its manpower needs partially from Bangladesh. 


The two Ministers also discussed ways and means to simplify the procedure 
for recruitment of Bangladesh manpower and to remove the bottlenecks if 
any. In this connection it was also agreed in principle that the Manpower 


deal should be as far as practicable on government to government basis. 


[he Labour Minister also met the Bangladeshi nationals in Brunei and enquired 


ahh 


about their weltare. 


The Minister was accompanied by Bangladesh High Commissioner to Malapsia Mr 


Mustafizur Rahman. ; 
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WRITERS DESCRIBE FACTLONALISM IN AWAMI LEAGUE 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 22 Jan 83 ppl, 8 
{Article by Amin Chowdhury and Moti Chowdhury] 


[Text] The Bangladesh Awami League's (Hasina) internal wrangling is getting 
intensified with the addition of fresh elements into an already depressing 
party situation. 


Apart from the two major factions--one led by party president Sheikh 

Hasina herself and the other by general secretary Abdur Razzak--a new group 
has furaced recently and has been trying to consolidate its position and win 
over some senior party leaders. 


According to some party insiders, there is a 'mystery' around the sudden 
emergence of this group and the insiders further believe that the new faction 
enjoys blessings from a powerful quarter in the country. They are learnt to 
be in favor of the Awami League's taking a stand for the revival of the 1972 
constitution in its original form shunning completely the ideas of one party 


Baksal system as well as diluting the party's demand for ‘socialism’. 


This group is led by party presidium member Zohra Tajuddin, the widow of 
late Tajuddin Ahmed, the former Finance minister of Bangladesh and a one- 
time stalwart of the Awami League. Mrs Tajuddin is being solidly backed by 
Major-General (retd) Khalilur Rehman, a comparatively new but influential 
party leader, and Abdul Momen, another senior leader who was food minister 
in Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's cabinet. 


This group has reportedly been trying to enlist the support of powerful 
presidium member Kamal Hussain. 


Razzak 


Meanwhile the rift in the mainstream of Awami League between pro-Hasina and 
pro-Razzak factions has further sharpened in recent weeks. Widespread 
rumors are there in political circles that Abdur Razzak has resigned from 
the party as its general secretary, though it has been denied both by 

Abdur Razzak and the party. 





What could be gathered by contacting Awami League sources is that the young 
general secretary quit the party's national working committee meeting in a 
fit of anger after having a wordy duel with president Sheikh Hasina on 
January 6. While leaving, Razzak threatened not to attend any party meet- 
ings in future, according to sources. 

The working committee was discussing the issue the party's divided student 
front and much heat was generated while the meeting was in progress. Two 
groups of Chhatra League, one known as Jalal-Jahangir and the other as 
Fazlu-Chhunu (according to the names of their president and secretary), 

are backed respectively by Sheikh Hasina and Abdur Razzak. 


According to some insiders, at one stage of the working committee meeting 
Hasina,expressing her disgust over the affairs of the party, said that some 
of the Awami League leaders were bent on keeping two student leagues for 
their own benefit and were now allowing the student wing to take its own 
program. She further said that the Awami Leaguers had made her the presi- 
dent only for serving their own interests and this has made her a contro- 


Collaborators 


According to the same sources, she went on adding that it seemed to her that 
people now disturbing the peace of the party were the collaborators of her 
father's (Sheikh Mujib) killers. 

pourings from the chair shocked all the senior leaders, it is 
gathered. Abdur Razzak, however, found it too much to digest and vehemently 
protested Hasina's remarks. He also sought permission from Hasina to speak. 
But Hasina did not allow him to speak saying that she was yet to finish her 


Such out 
} 


speecn. 


‘ 


Undaunted, Razzak said in an emotion-choked voice that since he and the others 


wWct 
had been accused of association with the killers of Sheikh Mujib, he would 


y 


not stay there and if necessary he would resign from the party and so saying, 
ting venue. 

With Razzak's walk-out the meeting ended abruptly and Hasina adjourned it 
till January 21. Some other party leaders, however, pacified Razzak and he 
ittended another meeting of the party at the same premises of Road No 32, 
Dhanmandi on January 10 which was arranged to commemorate the return of 


ct ‘1% 4, set 7 _ >) = z = ° 107 
Fheikh Muiib from Pakistan in 1972. 


Meanwhile there has been no progress in the process of unification of two 
factions of student league. <A 13-member subcommittee with Hasina, Razzak, 


Tofael Ahmed, Korban Ali, Abdus Samad Azad and others was formed to unite the 
two warring factions But not a single meeting of the subcommittee was 
t 


Both the factions of the Student League announced separate programs to 


observe their founding day on January 4 last but later at the request of 








the Awami League leaders the Hasina backed Jalal-Jahangir group withdrew 
their programs. Abdur Razzak backed Fazlu-Chunnu group, however, held a 
function on the day. 


The Awami League president Hasina issued a show cause notice on Fazlu- 
Chunna Student League and asked it to express regret for the defiance of 
party instructions. But the faction is learnt to have taken no cognizance 


of the show cause. 
Yubo League 


Meanwhile the youth front of the party, Awami Yubo League and workers front 
Shramik League also stand clearly divided with one faction lending support 
to Hasina and the other to Abdur Razzak. 


The Hasina-Razzak division in the Awami League, according to party insiders, 
began right from the day Sheikh Hasina was elected the president of the party 
with blessings from Kamal Hussain, Tofael Ahmed and others in 1981. Abdur 
Razzak and others who had the majority support of the party councillors 
wanted to make Abdus Samad Azad or some one else of their liking as party 


president. 


ut they had to accept Sheikh Hasina as the president because of the deep 
emotional attachment of the party members with the naue of late Sheikh 


a) 


Mujibur Rahman. 


Sheikh Hasina by maintaining a measured neutrality for sometime, however, 
started clearly siding with Kamal Hussain--Tofael faction and differences 
with Razzak group widened. 

Lately Hasina group is criticized in the party for having a loose link with 
the present regime. This allegation was based on Hasina's refusal to sign 
a joint statement with other political parties for launching a movement. 


nowhile the known pro-Soviet elements in the party like Mohiuddin Ahmed 
! Motia Chowdhury of former Muzaffar NAP is maintaining a neutral posture 


anc siVrE-ad 

ind Abdur Razzak is working together with Abdus Samad Azad and Abdul Malek 
Ukil. 

The differences in the party have also spread to district and other units of 
the part 

In Dhaka City Awami League leader M,A. Hanif who was so far aligning with 
Hasina group has now reportedly shifted his allegiance to Abdur Razzak. 


In Chittagong district Akhtaruzzaman and Abdul Mannan who were strong sup- 
porters of Abdur Razzak once now are learmt to have crossed over to Sheikh 














BANGLADESH 


LEFTIST GROUPS SAID TO REASSESS MAO THOUGHT 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 22 Jan 83 ppl, 8 


[Article by Mahmud Rashid Montu; second item in a series. For first of 
series see 


[Text] Some of the leftist groups have continued operating underground 
keeping intact their revolutionary political strategy. 


Most significant development in the politics of these circles is that they 
no longer consider China as "the citadel of revolution". They have rejected 
Mao thought and his three-world theory altogether. 


In their reassessment of Mao thought they have pointed out domination of 
nationalist elements instead of Marxist-Leninist principles in it, 


Two splinter groups--Revolutionary Communist Party of Bangladesh-ML 
(RCPB-ML) led by Abdul Hug and Lt. Col. (retd) Ziauddin's faction of 
Sarbahara Party have retained their old tactics of clandestine operations 
based on the theory of protracted armed struggle. 


Their view about the open Marxist-Leninist parties which have apparently 
abandoned or tactically suspended underground activities is based on the 
hypothesis that "they have capitulated to different imperialist forces and 
their local lackeys forming the power caucus of the country." 


The RCPB (ML) had strongholds in the districts of Jessore, Kushtia and 
Khulna and in many parts of Faridpur district. But following a series of 
cleavages suffered by the party inthe process of polarization for the unity 
»f Marxist-Leninist torces over last few years the party has been reduced to 
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The successive cleavages in the party resulted in the desertion of stalwarts 
like Sardindu Dastidar, Amjad Hossain, Bimal Biswas who now belong to the 


revolutionary Communist League. 


Abdul Huq, the key figure of RCPB (ML) who was once a staunch advocate of 
Mao thought and his "three world theory" changed his position and started 


criticizing Mao strategy. 








Abdul Haq has also expressed himself against the present leadership of 
China rather vehemently. During the latest round of polemics in the RCPB 
(ML) his opponents who stressed the need for unification of the Marxist- 


Leninist groups charged him with pursuing the Albanian line of politics. 
His close comrades, Amjed Hossain and Bimal Biswas, joined hands with Abdul 


S 
Matin, Tipu Biswas and Sardindu Dastidar to form the Revolutionary Communist 
League. 


According to the appraisal of Abdul Huq 'US imperialistm' has been maintain- 
ing its dominant role in the governance of the country. 


This group of the Marxist Leninist camp has developed a sort of fraternal 
rapport with the faction of Sarbahara Party led by a fugitive army officer 
and independence war-hero named Lt. Col (retd) Ziauddin. 


Sarbahara Party 


The Sarbahara Party suffered a schism after its supreme leader Siraj Sikdar 
was brutally killed by the Mujib regime in 1975. 


The RCP8 (ML) and Ziauddin's group of Sarbahara Party were locked in a pro- 
longed dialogue for a long time for their fusion in a single entity 

because of their identical views on some important ideological questions, 
but their parley was deadlocked at a stage because of what is widely 


believed to be their "hidden contradiction" on the leadership issue. 


Fraternal Relation 
sr, the two groups are now maintaining fraternal relationship between 
nd trying to strengthen it through regular contacts. 
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[he taction of Sarbahara Party led by Ziauddin has rejected Mao thought and 
his three-worid theory like RCPB (ML). Besides, it has reassessed Siraj 
Shikdar as a nationalist leader and not a Communist leader. 

While analysing the East European countries including Rumania and Yugoslavia 
Zia-led Sarbahara Party observes, "national democratic revolution was 
completed in these countries, but in the aftermath of the revolution these 
countries have tumed into capitalist ones abandoning the path of socialism, 
proletariat dictatorship and policy of internationalism." 

About China it said, "The present Chinese leadership has thrown away revolu- 
tionary class struggle by putting forward the three-world theory. Conse- 
uently, burzeois-fascism has been established in China and it has joined 
world imperialism as it has abandoned proletariat dictatorship and inter- 


Another faction of Sarbahara party was at its initial stage branded by its 
‘the Mahatab clique." It was taken over by Probir Niyagi who 


his control over the party after his arrest in 1977. 








The leadership of the group slipped into the hands of Anwarui Kabir who 
launched efforts to reunite both the factions of the party, but there was 
no positive outcome of the efforts. This group retains the political line 
of Siraj Sikdar almost intact and allegiance to Mao thought. 


It may be 


Ziauddin 


Chittagong 


pockets in the 


strong 


pointed out that while the faction of Sarbahara Party led by 
has confined its main activities in some parts of Chittagong and 
Hill Tracts districts the Anwarul Kabir-steered faction had 


Madaripur sub-division of Faridpur district. 


The open Marxist-Leninist parties like Bangladesh Communist League and two 


factions of Samyabadi 
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Dal (ML) have not made any major change in their 


stand. 


parties consider Mao thought as the latest development of Marxism- 
Regarding recent changes in China these parties observe, "they 
ing the changes and they cannot explain many of them as these 


re taking place in the context of Chinese reality”. 


They maintain that it is "US imperialism" which is now the "principal 
enemy’ of the people of Bangladesh. 

[he Abbas-led faction of Samyabadi Dal (ML) believes that in the sub- 
continent US imperialism-Saudi Arabia-India axis has emerged as the main 
threat to the freedom-seeking nations of the region. 

The significant development in the overall leftist camp is that almost all 
Marxist-Leninist and revolutionary parties have now concentrated their 
attention on national politics and it is a major shift from their previous 
political stand. 
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POLITICAL PARTIES SIGN STATEMENT ON EKUSHEY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jan 83 pp l, 12 


[Text] Fifteen political parties in a joint statement issued to the Press 


on Sunday appealed to the people to observe the coming Ekushey February on 
the basis of a common programme under a common set of slogans. 


The programme was endorsed at a meeting of the representatives of the 
political parties held on the day at the residence of Maulana Abdur Rashid 
Tarkabagish with him in the chair. It includes the formation of all-party 
Ekushey Observance Committees throughout the country, intensive joint 
publicity highlighting the significance of the Ekushey February non- 
communalism and arousing national consciousness, firm opposition to anti- 
people language, cultural and educational practices; holding of seminars 
and sessions of patriotic songs; placing of flora, wreaths at all shaheed 
minars in conformity with traditional practices, and holding of mass oath- 
taking functions at all shaheed minars including Dhaka Central Shaheed 
Minar. 

The signatories to the joint statement included Sheikh Hasina and Mr. 
Abdur Razzak of Bangladesh Awami League (Hasina), Major (Retd) M. A. Jalil 
and Mr A S M Abdur Rob of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, Mr Mizanur Rahman 
Chowdhury of Bangladesh Awami League (Mizan), Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed and Pir 
Habibur Rahman of Bangladesh National Awami Party (Muzaffar), Mr. Mohammad 
Toaha and Mr. Asaddar Ali of Bangladesher Saimyabadi Dal, Mr. Moni Singh 
and Mr. Mohammad Farhad of the Communist Party of Bangladesh, Syed Altaf 
Hossain and Sardar Fazlul Halim of Jatiyo Ekota Party, Mr. Rashed Khan 


Menon and Mr. Haider Akbar Khan Rono of Bangladesh Workers Party, Chowdhury 
Hdaroonur Rashid and Mr. Pankaj Bhattacharjee of National Awami Party 
(Haroon), Dewan Farid Gazi and Mr. Mohiuddin Ahmed of Awami League 


(Farid), Mr. Khalequzzaman of Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal, Khondoker 
Mr Dilip Barua of Saimyabadi Dal (M-L), Mr Abul Bashar of 
Mazdoor art Maulana Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish and Mr. Abdus Samad of 


Ma ZCOO! ‘ ers er 
Jano Azadi League and Mr. Siddiqur Rahman and Mr. Nirmal Sen of Sramik 


ri ik Samajbadi Da 

The mmon slogans endorsed by the fifteen political parties for the obser- 
vance of the Ekushey February include the guarantees about the freedom of 
Press, restoration of Constitution, holding of free and fair elections for 
transfer of power to the elected representatives, firm and resolute resis- 
tance ¢t ti-independence forces and preservation of sanctity of 
the Shaheed Day and the Shaheed Minars. 
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ONLY ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION ACCEPTABLE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 24 Jan 83 p 8 


(Text } 


Maulaca © Mobammadollah * 


Hafezji Huzur chief of Bangla- 


desh Khilafat Andolan and over 


a buodred ulema yesterday said 
people of the country would not 
accept apy cons(itution other 
thao Islamic one. 


In an open letter to the. 


Chief Martial Law Administrator 
they seid a mere anoouncemcrt 
would sof help establish Islamic 
‘hukumat’. A constitution ensur- 
ing complete reflections of Islam 


io all spheres of life has to be | 


guranteed, they said. 


The alems held that collec: 


tion of ‘zakat’ by the present 
governomen’ was not ig accor- 
dsace with the tenets of Islam. 
They also opposed the family 
9 lanning. ‘ 


‘op the Ganges 
adverse affect of the Farakka. 


~~ Hafezji Huzar ‘aod the ulema 


said, India by withdrawing the 
Ganges water at Farakka had 
tyrned a'vast area of Bangladesh 
in to a desert. They emphasised 
oa the construction of a barrage 
to offset the 


To this objective an aggressive 
foreign policy had to be 
followed for ensuring inater- 
national assistance, they said. 


They further said the Indian 
proposal for Ganges-Brabma- 
putra jink canal had to be 
resisted at acy cost. The link 
canal would destroy 35 per cent 
cultivable iands of Bangladesh 
aggravating agricultural eco- 
pomy of ithe country, the ulema 
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JUTE MILLS REPORT PROFIT, REVERSE TREND 
Diaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


BANGLADESH 


The Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC) earned a profit of 


Taka 9.94 crore during the first half of the current fiscal year, reversing 
the trend under which it suffered a loss of Taka 66 crore in the preceding 


year (1981-82). 


The gains were made in spite of recessions and slump which caused serious 


fall in the prices of jute. 


lanl 
iti 


e Corporation achieved the breakthrough in August as a result of its 
coordinated and allout efforts to check the lcss and earn profit. 


Of the 46 jute mills operated by the BJMC, 30 mills made profit while 16 


other mills incurred loss. 


The jute mills under the Dhaka zone of the 


Corporation earned the highest amount of profit of Tk 7.37 crore. 


The ten mills of Khulna zone earned a profit of Tk 6.32 crore. 
In the Chittagong zone, 


mills of the zone incurred loss of Tk 20.35 lakh. 
six mills made a profit of Tk 2.64 crore while seven mills in 


suffered a total loss of Tk. 4.72 crore. Fourteen jute mills 
zone earned a total profit of Tk. 7.37 crore while five mills 
total loss of Tk 1.5 crore. The Adamjee zone suffered a loss 
Lakh during this period. 


out the jute industry in the country for 
a protit of Tk 104 crore in 1979-80. 
it also earned a profit of Tk 39 crore. 
sion and fall in the export prices gave a serious blow to the 


as a result, it suffered a loss of Tk 66 crore in 1981-82. 


Of the 30 
owners under disinvestment programme, it is learnt. 
CSO: 4600/1716 
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rofit made by 30 jute mills during this period was Tk 
e the remaining 16 mills suffered a loss of Tk 6.40 crore. 


Two other 


this zone 
of Dhaka 
incurred a 
of Tk 41.34 


the first 


In the following year 
But international reces- 


industry and, 


mills, 15 earned profit at the time of transfer to the former 
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MORE THANAS SELECTED FOR UPGRADING PROCESS 
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Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jan pp l, 16 

fText|] One hundred and twelve more thanas have been selected for upgrada- 
tion in two phases by April next according to an official announcement in 
Dhaka Wednesday night reports BSS. 


Of the total 112 thanas, 55 will be upgraded in the third phase on March 24 
while remaining 5/7 thanas on April 15, according to a decision taken at a 
meeting of the National Implementation Committee for Administrative Reor- 


ganisational Reform held on January 24. 


The Chairman of the committee and DCMLA Rear Admiral M A Khan presided over 
the meeting held at the CMLA's Secretariat in Dhaka. 


The meeting reviewed the organisational set up of the upgraded thana 
administration, discussed problems of these thanas and took a number of 


decisions towards solving these problems. 


s decided that Thana Parishad will be formed in the upgraded thanas 
under the Local Government (Thana Parishad and Thana Administrative 
Reorganisation) Ordinance 1982. The Thana Nirbahi Officer will act as 
Chairman of Thana Parishad until the Chairman is elected or nominated by 
‘omposition of the Thana Parishad will include representa- 
Union Parishad Chairmen as members. The official 


members will be i 

Education Officer; Thana Agriculture Officer; 4) Thana Engineer; 

>) Thana Cooperative Officer; 6) Thana Livestock Officer; 7) Thana Fishery 

Officer; 8) Thana Social Welfare Otficer; 9) Thana Rural Development 
fficer; Thana Mass Communication Officer; 11) Thana Revenue Officer 


ind 12) Officer-in-Charge, Police Station. The Thana Parishad will also 


include Chairman, Thana Central Cooperative Association, three women mem- 
bers and one nominated member. 


The Ministry of Works has been directed to undertake the construction work 
of office and residential accommodation in the newly selected 112 thanas 


immediateiy. 


Earlier 45 thanas were upgraded in the lst phase on November 7 and 5) thanas 
rr é t 
s 


last year. 


i 
upgraded in the 2nd phase on December 15 








Names of Thanas 


Following are the names of thanas selected for upgradation 3rd phase-- 
24 March 1983. 


ML Zone 'A' Dhaka, Dohar, Rungoni, Daulatpur, Saturia 
Mymensing, Nikli, Kuliarchar, Durgapur, Madan, Kalma, Kanda 
Jamaipur, Madargoni, Nalitabari 

Tangail, Bhuapur 


Zone 'B' 


Raishahi, Mahanpur, Charghat, Porsha 

Dinaipur, Kaharole, Debigoni 

Rangpur, Gangachara, Badargoni, Brurungamari, Jaldhaka, Palashbari 
Bogra, Shibgoni, Dhunat 

Pabna, Sujanagar, Tarash 


Zone ‘C' 


Chittagong, Raozan, Kutubdia 
Chittzzong Hill Tracts, Baghaichari, Dighinala 
Bandarban, Rumeé 


Zone ‘'D' 


Comilla, Muradnagar, Debiduar, Barura, Naginagar 
Noakhali, Ramgoni, Senbag 
Sylhet, Bishwanath, Kanaighat, Bahubal, Kulaura, Jaganathpur 


Alfandanga, Zanjira 
erokhada, Tala Rampal 


Kushtia, Kumarkhali 
lessore, Chowzacha, Harinakunda 
Barisal,Muladi, Babugoni, Tazimuddin, Nalchiti 
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PatuaKknail, ratnargnata 


Names of Thanas Selected for Upgrading 4th Phase--15 April (lst Baiishak) 
983 


Dhaka, Sreepur, Araihazar, Gazaria 
Bhairab, Austagram, Bazitpur, Katiadi 
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Rajshahi, Tanore, Manda, Lalpur, Bagtipara, Gamastapur 
Dinajpur, Nawabganj, Haripur, Tetulia 

Rangpur, Mithapukur, Patgranu, Hatibandha, Chilmari, Nageswari 
Bogra, Sonatola, Akkelpur 

Pabna, Bera, Belkuchi 

Zone 'C' 

Chittagong, Mirsarai, Banshkhali, Ramu 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Manikchari, Belaichari 
Bandarban, Rawangchari 


ry ir 
4one ) 


Comilla, Daudkandi, Burichang, Bancharampur, Hajigan} 


Noakhali, Ramgoti, Raipur 
Sylhet, Gowainghat, Barlekha, Jamalganj, Lakhai, Nabiganj 


Faridpur--Baliakandi, Kasiani, Shibchar 
Khulna--Dumura, Assasuni, Fakirhat 
Kushtia--Damurhuda 

essore--Monirampur, Sreepur 
Barisal--Mehendiganj, Monpura, Bhandaria 


p- rawhald Ya } ~hG 
Patuakhali--Galachipa 


CSO: 4600/1719 
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REVISED RULES ON FOREIGN CONTRIBUTIONS SUMMARIZED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jan 83 pp l, 16 


[Text] The Government has revised and laid down detailed procedure of 
regulation of foreign contributions and of voluntary activities funded with 
fore tn donations under the Foreign Contributions (Regulation) Ordinance, 
1982 and the Foreign Donations (Voluntary Activities) Regulation Ordinance, 
1978 respectively, says a PID handout. 


The main features of the revised procedure are mentioned below: 


(1) The Foreign Contributions (Regulation) Ordinance of 1982 applies to 
all donors as well as recipients. Any contribution in cash or kind including 
free air tickets comes under the purview of law. It is obligatory for both 
donors and recipients to obtain government permission for making or receiv- 
ing any contribution. If such contribution is to be used for voluntary 
activities, the provision of the Foreign Donations (Voluntary Activities) 
Regulation Ordinance and Rules made thereunder become applicable. If any 
voluntary activities are funded by foreign donations, then the registration 
he agency or individual undertaking such voluntary activities will be 
necessary. Registration for undertaking voluntary activities funded by 
reign donations is one exercise while obtaining permission for receipt 
of foreign contributions is another. 


4 
ma 
rr 


(2) Registration is obligatory for both foreign and Bangladesh agencies or 
persons undertaking voluntary activities in Bangladesh with foreign dona- 
registration, agencies or persons are required to apply to the 


tions. r 
Director of Social Welfare in for FDI under rule 3 of Foreign Donations 
(Voluntary Activities) Regulation Rules. 


(3) For receiving donations for undertaking or carrying on voluntary activ- 
ity all applicants are required to apply in form FD 2 to External Resources 


ab ue 


Division (ERD) of the Ministry of Finance and Planning. Twelve copies of 
ipplication are required to be submitted. Application in form FD 2 should 
be made simultaneously with the application for registration in form FD l 
bv the agencies or persons not yet registered but obligated to do so to the 
Director, Department of Social Welfare. 


4) All applications for permission to receive funds must be accompanied by 
imilar number ot declarations regarding receipt of foreign donations 














nd their resources (in form FD 3) and, where applicable, the manner of 
their utilizatio in form FD 4). 

9) For receiving foreign contributions which are not specifically meant 
for voluntary activities, all recipients are required to apply to ERD in 
form FC 1. Twelve copies of such application should be submitted. 

6) For making contributions, foreign agencies or individuals are required 
to appl or permission trom ERD in form FC 2 furnishing therein information 
on (a) beneficiary of the contribution, (b) purpose of contribution and 
(c) amount and terms of contribution. 

(7) No Governmental agency shall sign any agreement or memorandum of under- 
standing with a voluntary agency except when authorised by the ERD in 
pursuance of an understanding with bilateral or multilateral official donors. 
Registration of voluntary agencies under the Joint Stock Companies Act 
should also ce*se and all of them should be registered in accordance with 
the procedure laid down herein. When the field of activities or its loca- 
tion is intended to be changed by any YT cena agency >» it should be 
cleared with the Standing Committee in the ERD rough the concerned 
Ministry or Directorate of Social Welfare. 
(8) Al roposals for employment of expatriates under any voluntary organi- 
zation must be within the sanctioned strength as decided by the Standing 
,oOmmittee 
(9) In the matter of employment of local staff under any voluntary organi- 
zati the rovision of! lutea (4) of Rule 5A of the Foreign Donations 
(Voluntary Activities ‘ulations Rules, 1978 as amended by Home Ministry's 
Noti it yr Oct r 6, 1982 should be complied with. In urgent cases, 

wever, an organization may employ local staff provisionally under intima- 
tion to the Ministry of Home Affairs pending issue of clearance as required 
Inder tne sald ru:e. 

[Inspection a1 idit of voluntary activities will be carried out in 

the Lowlt! manner: 

i) 1 istrative Ministry will exercise the power of inspection, 
yuditin iccounts, etc. as provided in section 4 & 5 of the Foreign 

mation ntarv Act ities) Regulation Ordinance, 1978 and rules 
6 & 8 of » imed thereunder. 

1 nge will be received by every organization/ 
rson thr account specified by the Bangladesh Bank. The Bank will 
ide wit st of projects and Seiad action by the Director of 
( we e er] licaily 
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ELECTION COMMISSTONER REPORTS PREPARATION OF LISTS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jan 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] Preparation of electoral rolls (voters' list) begins throughout the 
country from today (Friday). 1,08,730 enumerators and supervisors will 
begin collecting names and other particulars of eligible voters by house to 


& > sek 


Cc 
nouse visits. 


Announcing this at a Press conference, the Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. 

Justice A. K. M. Nurul Islam, said the final electoral rolls would be made 

ready hopefully by August 5 this year. The Chief Election Commissioner 

estimated that the number of voters this year would be between 4.5 and 5 

crore. This he said would be the third time since independence that the 

nation was going to have a full voters' list. The number of voters in 

1978 election was 38,951,614. 

The Chief Election Commissioner said that the Election Commission would try 
utmost to enroll every citizen of the country who has attained 18 years 

of age on January 1, 1983. 

The preparation of electoral rolls, Mr. Justice Nurul Islam estimated, 

would cost more than Taka eight crore. The Election Commission, he said, 


had prepared a budget of Taka 8.89 crore for the preparation of the elec- 
toral rolls this vear. The cost for the preparation of electoral rolls in 
1976 2 3.8 crore 


The Chief Election Commissioner said that the Election Commission has 
appointed 83 Registration Officers and 785 Assistant Registration Officers 
' preparing electoral rolls. The Sub-Divisional Election 


or t purpose of | 
Officers have been appointed Registration Officers while the Assistant 
Registration Officers have been appointed from amongst the thana level 
officers He said that the Registration Officers have already appointed 
required number of enumerators and supervisors within their respective areas. 
There shall be one enumerator for each one thousand number or fraction 
thereof of the population and one supervisor to check and verify the works 

ir enumerators. A total of 86,918 enumerators and 21,822 supervisors 


ive been appointed by the Registration Officers throughout the country. 


supervisors were 


Nurul Islam said that the enumerators and su 
iven adequate training to make them conversant with the laws, rules and 
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also trom the autonomous bodies as well as retired but still active govern- 
ment servants, literate and well reputed people of the locality not involved 
in politics. The supervisors have been taken from amongst the high school 
teachers, headmasters of primary schools, senior clerks of the government, 


iers of government schools. 
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ding t im, there shall be revising authorities to be appointed by ¢ 
Election Commission throughout the country for the disposal of the claims 
ind 2ctions against the draft electoral rolis. Any decision passed by 
the revising authorities in this regard shall be final, he added. Con- 
tinuing, the Chief Election Commissioner said that the last date for the 


: e 
disposal of tne filed claims and objections by the revising authorities on 
claims has been fixed on May 3. The last date for incorporation of deci- 
sions on claims and objections May 23 and final publication of the electoral 


. 1 ~} ] nace - ’ 110 
rOii x ila i de TNade on August »e 


ntin moandment and rcrarrect ft : he slartaral r le dea: ey - 
~Oontinuedad amenament ind correction in the electora! rolls is a continuous 
— . R ,otr . 7 NEE4nore .; > ¢ \NrID Ye” 2 < y o 
process. ine ReQ1St ition Urricers are empowerea to correct and amend the 
e-nawval ¢ i | aes - ° 2 le ~ <nart } . aes —e — 
Orai rolis after its preparation and aiso to inciude names of persons 


whose names do not appear in the roll, but who are otherwise entitied to 


ye enrolled as voters. There are provisions in the Ordinance and Rules 
for doing t ame In ] : 


In 1972, when the first electoral roll was prepared 
1 tal number of voters stood at 


1O7; . ’ _ J T1686 —— hava £7 > eer 
»92,05,642. In 1976 fresh electoral rolls were prepared for the second 


time. The total number of voters in the country stood this time at 
3,83,63,868 and in May 19/77 during Referendum the same number of voters 
irticipated. This snowed that an additional number of 31,58,216 voters 
were included in 1976. In June 1978 Presidential Election, the total number 
rs was 3,84,86,247. This showed an annual increase of 1,22,389 


. 96 —<ee es oo an 10 : ° P s , —~oan ‘[Dawit 4 ar ie | . -Anc 7 
ters. n February, 1979 Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament) Elections l, 
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Ww VOter were enrolled as the total number of voters stood at 239 97 / 664. 
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SOVIETS TO PROVIDE AID FOR POWER STATION CONSTRUCTION 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] The Soviet Union will provide Bangladesh equipment and materials 
worth 76.6 million U.S. dollars (over Taka 180 crore) for the construction 
of the fourth unit of the Ghorasal Power Station, reports BSS. 


According to an official handout issued on Thursday an agreement for the 


unit was signed in Dhaka recently between Bangladesh Power Development 
Board and Ms Technoproexport of USSR. 


-_ 


O 
is expected to be completed by early 1987, the handout added. The present 
generation capacity of the power station is 110 megawatt. 


Another contract was also initiated by the two countries to expedite the 
construction work of the on-going third unit (210 megawatt) of the power 
Station. With completion of the two additional units having 210 megawatt 
tity each, the total generation capacity of the Ghorasal Power Station 
will rise to 530 megawatt. The cost of the on-going third unit has been 
updated with the latest studies and requirements and accordingly an addi- 
tional 2.26 million dollars will be required to complete the work by 


c 1984. The total cost for the third unit now stands at 74.46 million 


Vecembe 


lie construction work tor the power plant began in the pre-independence 
period and power station went on operation in the mid-seventies, Power 


Rnard aenire cat 
Board sources Sald. 


The cost of the entire project will be provided as loan by the government 
of USSR, the handout said. 
[The contract also ensures expeditious supply of equipment and materials to 


complete the work on schedule. It is expected that with the addition of the 
two units, the Ghorasal Power Station will meet the growing power demand of 
the country to a great extent, the handout added. 


CSO: 4600/1721 
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REPORTER NOTES GROWTH IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 29 Jan 83 p 


b-- 


{Article by Amin Chowdhury] 


[Text] Has the government decided to allow limited political activities 
despite martial law regulations to the contrary? 


The growing spate of political activities in recent weeks and non- 


interference by the authorities have given rise to speculations that the 
regime is seriously considering the initiation of political process sooner 


One foreign broadcasting agency quoting highly placed sources in Dhaka 
has recently reported that a decision to allow politics without actually 
lifting the martial law or amending its regulation had been taken by the 


y y + - . - : 7 
overnment sometime ago. 


eaders of some major political parties, however, said that they have not 
been given any indication, even informally, of any such gesture. As 

outine political performances, the parties have been observing some cere- 
monial occasions like party founding anniversary or commemorative meetings. 


| 
rt 


At ist one political party--the BNP--took prior permission of the authori- 
ties for holding a memorial meeting on the occasion of the birth anniversary 
of its founding leader, late President Ziaur Rahman. 


Awami League (Hasina) also held a rally at late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's 
Dhanmondi residence when his youngest daughter Sheikh Rehana returned to 


t ICY isl WeeCara. 

On both the occasions there were slogans and processions without any inter- 
» s ae ‘ oa} > . thanriahkh hd? wmt<¢«naantc r Ol ay i _4 

vention trom the authorities though big contingents of law-enforcing 


ivencies were present during the rallies. 


Besides, political parties have been frequently hoiding meetings of their 
ecutive and other committees and have been holding consultations among 

themselves without any disturbance. 

Such harmonious coexistence of the politicians and the military has been 

made possible so far because of restrained behaviour of ail concerned. 
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"CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE' IN BANGLADESH COMMUNIST PARTY 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 29 Jan 83 pp 1, 8 


(Text) The pro-Soviet communist party of Bangladesh (CPB) now faces a 
crisis of confidence organizationally and appears to be not sure what 
particular political line the party should follow in the current circum- 


~ 


Stances. 


[he senior leaders of the party including its chief Moni Singh want to toe 
a political line along with and acceptable to the Awami League (Hasina) 


while a powerful section of the CPB's junior leadership and the rank and 
file of the party are learnt to be against this line. 


sim 


The dissident leaders and workers feel that the CPB should abandon its 
‘id policy of 'taitism'. They argue that association with the Awami League 


nas already damaged the party in popular estimation; and its progress has 


Moreover, the Awami League (Hasina) itself is beset with internal problems 
very powerful section of it is against keeping any solid link with 


fhe large-scale induction of pro-Soviet elements in the Awami League has 
a 


O 
resulted in increasing the influence of Soviet politics in the party. 


It is gathered that the senior leadership of the CPP is against the split 

of Awami League (Hasina) at this stage and they are learnt to be advising 
their like-minded Awami Leaguers to keep the party united on the 'socialist' 
road of their choice by inrluencing its policies and programs. 

[t is further gathered that Moni Singh and other senior CPB leaders are 


1lso opposed to a policy of confrontation with the present administration 


it the moment 

a’ + rp , + + + | 7 rear -_ ; 1 sho ~317D he +}, A , Mi 1} M 

bnis facti1o1 ft the ieadersnip 1S apprenensive that tne party witn its 
>urrent w level of popular support and appeal will not be able to absorb 


» ii oo ures from the regime. It is further gathered that the CPB 
is even reluctant to sign a recent joint statement with other political 


parties criticizing tne fundamentaiist torces. 








s ‘inaction and confused political view and stand’, as one CPB Supporter 


ini 
put it, of the leadership, has made the majority of the party workers and 


izers restive and even indignant. 
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According to this source, a section led by party general secretary 
Mohammad Farhad is trying to fight this trend inside the party and in favor 
of a joint action program along with the Workers Party, JSD, Sramik 


Krishak Samajbadi Dal and others. 


CSO: 4600/1722 
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WORKERS, STUDENTS FORM 'NONPOLITICAL' ORGANIZATION 
Dnaka HOLIDAY in English 29 Jan 83 pp l, 8 
[Article by Jaglul Alam| 


[Text] The formation of a 'nonpolitical' organization with its wings among 
the students, workers and peasants is under way. 


The workers' wing of the organization was formed last week in Tongi with 
over 2,500 primary members. The Dhaka branch of the workers’ wing will 


' , . . , P 
ead snortiy, 1t 1S iearnt. 


’ 


Some days ago, the students’ front of that 'nonpolitical'’ organization, was 


formed with a number of students of Titumir College of Dhaka. 


front of the organization is going to be formed this week. It 


alice ADGUli e- ail u 

is gathered that a number of peasants' representatives assembled in Dhaka 
ym January 2/7 to chalk out the basic policies of the front and adopted some 
nant 40 € l 510NS. 


The first meeting of the central committee of the workers' wing of the 
m January 14 at Tongi where the aims and objectives 


a 


yr tne \rganization were announced. 


Accordin the announcement, no non-worker would be allowed to become the 
tion. The workers charged with criminal offenses in 


st would not be allowed any office in the executive committee but 
the organization. 


they may take the primary memberships of 


T , ! } win l4nbk crt teh ry nnltedanral nart f c c -ho 
ine workers ivin link with any political party or if ousted from the 


workers’ wing of any politica] organization would not get membership in 
the cuti mmittee, it is gathered. 


rganization would not take any direct financial help from any external 


et’ 
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t C é the organization would take the initiative to 
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ge they proposed to include some 
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But the proposal was flatly 


newly formed committee. 


troductory brochure said that the 


ics and devote themselves mainly 


to stand against the coterie 
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Followiog is the Esulish rea- 
deriag of address to the oation 
by Chief Martial Law Adminis- 
trator Lt Genera! H M Ershad 
last Sight : 

My dear coustrymes, Assa- 
amu A.aikum, 

I have come ‘9 you again 
afier the great Victory Day of 
December 1610 say something. 
We are on the threshold of the 


mooth of February, dreached 
with tears of one to all io 
Bangladesh. © sich an occa- 
sion 31 year. ago, our student 
community bad raised its voice 
in defence of the dignity 
of tbe mother tongue. After 


this, the movement gained mom- 
entum phase by phase through- 


out the month of February. 
Bang'a had been = recog”ised 
as a state language. I odelieve, 


we al! irrespective of our party 
af.jiations wel preserve. its sanc- 
tity keeping 10 mind the sacrifices 


of the Shaheeds and take a 
resoiluie sow to introduce Bangla 
ip all wa ks of fife. 


It is really unfortunate, thou- 
gna reality, that we couid sot 
estaoiish proper status of Bangla 
as a state language even aiter 
3! years. The commitment to 
Baogia had been coo- 
merely tO snmeeches, state- 
merts aod iunctioos. My appeai 
to ‘he professors, researchers and 
Inteliectua's associated 
different academies aod udiver- 
sities i$ hat you. Ma«e carnest 


er.orts ‘*o ac 


istroduce 


haed 


NATION in Engli 


by immediately compiling termi- 
nologies for science, engineeriag 
aod other technolog:cal subjects. 
In this respect the Government 
ig eager to provide more active 
assistance. 

I have poticed that Bangia 
as a language is not being used 
upto expectations even in CGov- 
ernment offices. I am requesting 
the Government employees to be 
more active io this respect. I 
am calling upon the intellectual 
community, researchers, uciver- 
sities, newspapers and different 
academies and mass-media to 
perform their role properly to 
create a new enthusiasm for 
mass use of Bengali language io 
all spheres of our daily life. 

The movement which took 
its birth in the blood-soaked 
February of 1952 had culminated 
id full form io the liberation war 
of 1971 through achievement of 
independent and sovereign Bang. 
jladesh. I pray for the salvation 
of. the departed souls of ihe 
Shaheeds of the great language 
movement, 

Dear countrymen, 

All of you know we had to 
shoulder the responsibility of the 
Goveroment at a critical situa- 
tion of the country. The Natica 


and the country was in worse 
crisis with thousands of prob 
lems. 

Being the sons of the soll, 


respoosidriity of 


we {OOK up tae 


runoiog toe staie aiairs o8 {nat 


day. Io my address to the nation 


year I said 
Law this time 


on March 724 !ast 
that the Martial 
would be different. The objec. 
tive of Martial Law this time is 
to restore healthy democracv—the 
Martial Law is of the people. 


You have noticed that our 
Martial Law is. certainly a bit 
different from Martial Law of 


other countries. We have seen 
many a things lenient'y. We 
have shown our restraint ina 
number of times inthe face of 
provocatioG and agitation. We 
have welcomed constructive ¢eriti- 


cism of the newspapers. We did 
pot ban the political parties. 
We treated the activities of 
a section of  studen: leaders 
as having 30 relations with ine 
common students. But we have 


to bear io mind that it will soe 
be desirable for them to take 
this attitude as iicence to nro- 
mote selfish activities of certains 
quarters. In this connection I 
like to remind that as sons of 


this soil th peasants, workers, 
scidiers and the people from a!! 


walks of iife fought shoulcer to 
shoulder ia the Uberatioa wart 
braving deaths. 

The wor!td that day saw the 
expression of our orm Diegge. 
So, there :s a need of total sari. 
onal unity for quick and success. 

Olementation of ‘neso 


ful im 
devotediy programmes uccer’a- 


»** 


keo bv Martial Law Adcmins:stra- 


WOKS [Of *raBsiticod °“O temo- 














implementation. It 1s imperative 


tO have a comprenensive asd 


proper outage oOo every matte: 
adnre the start oi pel tical 


activities and we are Cetermined 
to formulate that 
There is n0 dearth of honest 


acd dedicated politiciaSs ia 
Bangladesh. But fev haves 
failed to bring success in the 


absence of healthy atmospnere, 
sysiem 20<] institution. 
aod {tolerance and fregara ito 
Opposition ieaders are helpiu! io 
democracy. 
(heae were very 
B OUr politics Curiayg the 
Poinical uarese 
aod intolerance Orcught todisci- 
. violence and corruption 
or the couotry aod the scauon 
od immense misery for common 
peopie instead atiaioing 
we'llare 
Betore 
po siitieal 
conditions ia the | 


Restraint 


evidedt 


last Osty 


fo 
of 


the resumptios of the 
orocess we havea few 
igat of the past 


experience. These cooditions are 
indispensable for the functioning 
of democracy properly and io 
the reai sense. The _ people of 


Baacgiadesh particularily millrons 
of those negiected in the rural 


saved from 
anorhiliation. There is a big gap 
the rich ang the poor. 
ngiadesh 
gnored. We have 


have to oe 


sania af r 
HeoOoOie€ 1 Ural 


tO make ao arrangement for 
these conditions for the ecosaomic 
emase. pation be commons 
masses 


secec 


s that tnose who tfIramed .aws 
were the secn.e 3 representatives 
But the goversmen:t = officials are 
resp le fo tecution of the 
aw re or edge x jod iV 
7 “-s 

\ iwe@ teer 2osence of 
coordina ° ecwees sl xo 
oO the past for weak ses .o the 
sysiern AS esu "he ‘aws 
aere sroperiv Iclemented 
RAOUL in es (hese were 
2 SO he .aw-makers and 

‘ aad a ; < 

" nace C favie e 
=e ensure re wrac 
Ths ) 5 . on 





v'.. ~) ~~ . af 
4 ie 17 7WeEMea oe wu) (ois 
(accangement) has aifeacy odeen 


(baca-level adm 
trative system bas been introduced 
to give the overai! responsibility 
to the elected representatives. 
oew thana ad- 
ministrative Structure in such 2 
manner that ali tae thaoa ofuci- 
als are made accountable to the 
ciected preseniatives. J have 
made the arrangement to leave 
the contio!l of the management 
Of deveiopmesdt activities to the 
elecied representatives, The 
Ministration af disirict level is 
dering «= forcruiaied on the same 
priocipkes. Ail (hese mean 
thar the be responsibility 
f implementation of the smail 
loca! lvdananeni Projects would 
be under the complete  coatro! 
ocils at the 
district and thaoa levels. There 
is cO other way out other than 
this for the economic and overall 
imorovemeot of the conditions 
of sural Bangladesh. 
yne hundred up- 
uoder the sew 


reiorms Dave ale 


‘OU ktOwW 
graded thanas 
admraistrative 


ready started fuoctioniog. One 
hundred and twelve more have 
been selected for the upgrada- 
too 


have been 
e supervision of the 
overail development Q 
the upgraded thanas 
created & Dew awakening among 

a 


tne peopie 16 the vitiages 2 


takeo for tt 
Worked | 


, 2 L 
This has 


Batglacesn for ceveiopment 
WOKS i have myself seen this 


while visiting some of the ‘haaas 
upgraded. 
Secondly, we want to have 


a coostiftulronoal arrangement 


which would ensure the existence 
a powerful opposition in the 
ropcsed satrona issemoly. A 
e Jemocra ao not 
succeed withoi a powerui 
oposition 
qT) n¢eaos making ao arraoe- 
nent for a complete Bpattial 
ecticos. One should sot exne 
e rene 1G Of ul? he aaue 
ver 3 oO ifte 23 
oh ve Widl io ave 
ws ie e A 
9 *9 d ~ mM sc X } 


2 . ¢ wn! anal . i. 
growth o political parties are 
checked The existence of a 
wAtitina arey bovis 4 P 

portuicai party socyu!ld Hot oe 


desirable unless it 
level of votes in the 
generai elections. 


Steps have 


takeo in respect of the first of 
the three conditioss. Necessary 

measures in respect of the 
remainiog two cuaditions wil! 


be takes alter 
of a!! sections. 
I want to say 


o 
democracy is inseparably linked 
c 


Dav.08 oOpioiod 


with political tolerance and rese 
. mainte . a Va 
pect to other points of view. [5 


¢ 
@ruiiog party wii! claim mono- 
poly of patriotism and the 
Opposition branded as the esemy 


of ibe coun 


We bave takeo the adminis- 
tration aad the judiciary oear the 
general masses. The people have 
already begun to emsoy the dene- 
esiabiishment of the courts 
at the thana leve! for the 
disposal of thousands of smalier 
cases and the High Courts:a 
ditferent areas. Those who sutfer 
wii! ocly koow bow it :$ misera- 
ble ¥ '$ unavailable at 
cheaper costs and cases are not 
aisposed of withio a short time. 

You will be surprised to 
know that there were about one 
lakh and fifty ‘tnousand cases 
pendiog before 
for disposal before the 


5 ¢ 
if oi 


“ 
-~ 
Cc 
wn 
7 
42 


of Martial Law Out of these 
about thirty thousaod were 
efore sessions courts asd ine 
number of cases odefore her 
cour's ¥25 OUgn.Y one iaka 


ebich ooly saw $n. 
for trial 
On the other haosd, 


6i JOuSand cas vere disrose 
or ia the past few 2 ns Trere 
were adoul sesventeer usangd 
aod a bail cases pending *efore 
setting up High uris ac wife 
ent areas But io the ‘as ur 
mH WAS ao { ur Oe dog 
cases were gisposec ve 

mnusf rememoer taat é e'a be) 














dispensation of justice and denial 
of justice mean the same. 

Our basic philosophy is 
“Bangladesh survives if sixty- 
eight thousand villages survive.” 
The subservient admicistrative 
system Of pre-independence days 
bas thus been radically changed 
to suit the needs of the peopie 
aod we are firm determined 
to deceatralise the administration 
at the thana and district leveis. 

With the ead of this process, 
we bope to be able to work 
Out the cutline of the proposed 
national assembly. In this respect 
opinioas of all sections will be 
considered with sincerily. Mean- 
while, work on preparing a new 
voters list had started throughout 
the country on January 28. On 


be basis of this voters list, arran- 


gements wil! be made to hoid 
the proposed elections at thaca 
level aad also at other Jewels. 
This is one of the primary st:ps 
to pave the way to democracy. 
Immediately after this, the 
process of giving democracy and 
fundamental rights in accordance 
with the constitution will start, 

Side by side, the present 
Government is determined to 
reOrganoise the country’s economic 
structure. Unoecessary projects 
have already been discarded. 
Atrangements haves been made 
to revise (he (op heavy plans and 
programmes. Instructions were 
issuec to reduce expenditures io 
Government offices. We don't 
want to yoodecessarily iocrease 
the Ourdeo of foreign aid. 

We have deen successful io 
boldisg dack the increasing 
inflation. There are already 
beneficial results of the simplifica- 
tion of the wwethod of realisation 
of income tax and excise duty 
There are reasons to be opiinis- 


ase in indusirial outout follow. 
ing creation of the cooditioas 
of competitiveness as maay 
industries aod factories were 
baoded over to private sector 

I invited the iodustrialists 
{oO Jemoastraie their sxill 
aoc cooperation Remem er, 
there are 90 more the orief-case 
aod fake .odustriaiisis aod oug- 


gessmen. Arrangement bas beeo 
made for banking credits for gea- 
vine businessmen aod indusiria- 
lists. The industrialists have beeo 
eatrusted with the task of ensu- 
riog fair wage to the workers to 
create a healthy condition in ine 
industrial belt. The Government 
iS Maintaining a careful watch 
on ihe situatiog aod ensuring the 
arrangement for the protection 
of the rights of the labourers. 

We are firm on the pro. 
gramme to further strengthen the 
rural development programme 
and achieve self sufficiency io 
food in two years, To achieve 
the goal agriculture is being 
given the top-most priority. 

Ia the agricultural field it is 
encouraging to fiod that the area 
of cultivation of mustard crop 
iscreased this year to six lakh 
86 thousasd acres from four 
lakh and 77 thousand last 
year. Compared to 13 lakh 
acres of laaod last year wheat is 
being cultivated this year on i4 
lakh aod 24 thousand acres. 
Compared to last year an addi- 
tional one lakh acres of land have 
been brought usder boro cultiva- 
uoo. It is my drm belief and 
losballah, this rate of progress 
ia the agriculture will be maia- 
‘tained io future and we shail be 
able to face the food situation. 

Half of our populatica is the 
womeofolk. Socio-economic im- 
provement of the couniry cas 
not be conceived without them. 
{ have taken necessary progra- 
mmMe aod policy to ensure their 
Jue place of respect in the 
society and (heir participation at 
all levels of development. 


Measures have been taken 


ty amend the Musiim Family 
Lawof I96l with a vew to 
Oringiog aod ead to repression 


aod oppression on §=6—women. Side 
by side sieps have been takeo 50 
that children are oot takeo out 
j couatry to use. them for 

heiaous purpose io the 
name of adootioa. Meaowhile, 
‘wo ordinaoces 


this effect. 


have e6 
Sromulgated tc 
is tbe oew industrial policy 


nas 


empnasis 


greater 
giyeo * 


yf Comage 


{2 AIAS ‘ 
(oe eapansiod 


industries in the rural areas for 
creating addiisonal employment 
opportunities io the villages. 
Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Small 
and Cottage Iodusiries Corpora- 
tion has implemeoted a taka 80 
crore cottage industry schedule. 

You koow a (wo-year emer- 
gency programme has been takeo 
in hand by giving top priority 
tg, population control. Thirty 
thousand workers were given 
training to materialise this pro- 
gramme. The population con- 
trc! programme is such that it 
necds whole-hearted cooperation 
of the people for its success. 
We all must keep ooe thing io 
miod that the process of progress 
is being hinderd time and agaio 
as a result of quick iocrease 
in the country’s population. 

Now, I want to speak a few 
words on the foreign policy. The 
basic principle of our foreign 
policy isto maiotaio friendly 
relations with all the couotries. 
We believe that national develop> 
ment aod regional and ioterna- 
tional problems can be solved 
in a peaceful atmosphere and 
through mutual understanding. 
With this end ia view, I have 
already visited a osumber of 
couatries and exchaoged views 
with tbeir leaders. 

Keeping this io miod, I am 
beginoiog my visit to two bro- 
therly couatries from tomorrow 
atthe invitation of the Amir 
of Kuwait aod Kicg of Morfo- 
cco. I hope that the discussioaos 
with these leaders will Iosh-Ailah 
strengthen further the existing 
relations between us. 

Dear countrymen, 

Now, I want to speak 2 few 
words on the education system. 
This has beeo agreed Dy ail that 
the present ecucatios§ syster 
is totally upsuitadle to meet the 
requirements of the country. 
As a result it bas Secome nece- 
ssary to have an educatioo system 
befitiag ao independent country. 
The Education Miunistry 5as 
already prepared an outline to 
the proposed education sysiem. 


As per the decision of the 
Council of Ministers, opi-ioes 
have deen sougot from. ail 








coscerneg oo the outiine of community, ihe whole interest of as ye. Neher we are Gg 





the proposed education sysiem the nation and the country is ding the credit. 
aod Qguestionoaire have been involved in this respect. We well that the fate of ai! of us is 
distributed among the mem- have mentioned very siocerely dependent on the future pro- 
bers of the public. [ appeal to time and again about our good gress and prosperity of the 
you ali, to put forward your inteption. country. 
vaiuadle opiaioas aod send back I regret to say that none had We are atthe helm ot run 
the questionnaire after Ouag so far approached us to iaform ning the affairs of the state and 
(oem up about the dearth of books inthe for that all others are bad 
I beiieve people of al tiers educational iostitutioss and insu. we sbali not say such thing 
will give their well-considere mhcient arrangements for sports uncer any circumstances. Patrio- 
pinion, Because we want to aad games. Theelocted student tismMis pot the monopoly of 
estadiish Gr nly the iegitimaic representatives have cot men: anyone. The state administration 


right of education through the 
proposed education policy. We 


tioned that many seats of the has come to our hands at the 
residential halls bave remaioed critical juacture of the couctry. 


Waot {0 create congenial and uoder the occupation of the old During the interim period we 
caiihy atmosphere ia the edu- students as examinations were have tried to sure oo several 
catiooal iastitutioas sad swive not held on schedule aod that maiters. This is to take the ad- 
macifold prodlems. the newly admitted students have ‘muisistratiog aad judiciary to the 
During the last tea months been liviog a miserable life. People througo ceceotralisation 

{ dave addressed many — pupiic i firmly believe that the great «assign the = regpoasidulity of ihe 
gatheriogs ia the far-Suag areas majority of the student commu. local government aod development 
of (he couatry and aeard the view nity are eager to keep congenial programmes to the elected repre- 


points of many represeatative atmosphere in (he educational sentatives, ietiadace indenendenl 
bodies. Bur sone had pur forward 
(me = preseat problems of the 
students before us properly. i 
want to state with clear and 
opeo inind that as my coileagues 
aod J do not cliog to ady poli- 
veal group and their views, we 
are capable of giving possiols 
Aawiess solution t the ioog 
standicg problems of the students 
We have learnt from. different ; ae - i Hannes al lies 
sources that the studeots have tional institusions. All inciucisg a ine clei of cemoct- 
demands. We are eager to know the students and guardians wi!! acy through election in a paased 


1.2 fr f ) «d i 7 s r. We sh ii SO 0% ‘ 7 
the sudjiects of their problems be saved from the ordeai of maoaci shail cocsidet our 


arena and determined to devote judicial sysiem at thaoa level 
themselves to studies. We waot and recast the economic struc- 
to extend) our band of coope. ture and establish the legitimate 
ration to them. rigbt of education acd lastly our 

have issued orders to hoid goal is also to irmly =, the 
ali deferred cram tations democratic aod Pyodamenta! 
and take measures for publicae ‘fights of the people dhreeed the 
tion of results in the current year restoration of the constitution 


wath a view to preserving coa- with full bonours. Keeping in 


genial atmosphere io the educa- view the Islamic values and by 


iu 


j uncertainty if if 1s possible to seives fortunate if we can acco- 
cirect oe cass - 
nave eknlained tear take examioations oo schedule. mplish these objectives and orfer 
i v paineg if C€ f a _ 
smansud aera Shukria’ to Allab the Mereifu.. 
terms before about the preseat Dear countrymen, 
Oodition of the country and tne The time for evatluatira Khuda Hafez 
ae "ea = ,or . f +b + TARi« ‘ af a 
AMUSE: PLOGTSMIEES OF INS GOvEtN regarding the success of our Bar . 
ment. Besides the students various activities has not come g.adesh Zindabad 
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SITUATION IN FOOD PROCUREMENT STILL UNSATISFACTORY 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 29 Jan 83 p 3 
[Article by Jaglui Alam] 


T 


[Text] With the poor yield of wheat and aman paddy, unsatisfactory stock 
position and uncertainty in fulfilling and foodgrain procurement target, 
‘ood situation in the country remains uncomfortable. 


be. 


— 


the OVeTa ii 


Earlier, the government set a target to produce 31.50 lakh tons of aus, 78 


tons of aman, 31 lakh tons of boro and eight lakh tons of wheat this year. 
subtracting 10 per cent of the total yield as seed, and wastage, it was 
estimated that the country this year will face a food shortage of 14 lakh 


cons. But consequent upon the poor harvest and outlook of wheat, aman and 
| ne shortage would now reach about 23 lakh tons. 


ct 


It has been estimated that only the production of aman, the major foodgrain, 
would lag behind its target by at least 10 lakh tons. The aman setback 
ed by an unexpected drought in the northern districts and flash 


floods in seven mator aman producing districts of the country. 

Y re a } ary ge = £7 pan 4 $+ 4 ho wa. fF j nad ’ 

Due to inadequacy of irrigation facilities, the production of boro paddy 
+ z + a 7 1, } 

w1 i - rt «¢ target Dy tnree iaKkn tons. 


Both the Bangladesh Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) and the 
Bangladesh Krishi Bank had tailed to provide adequate number of irrigation 
ment to the farmers for which there was substantial loss of crops. 


equ it ¢ 

me months ago BADC launched a program to set up 3000 shaliow tube wells 
in Rajs i district, 1500 each in Bogra and Pabna and 1000 each in Rangpur 
ind Dinaipur. According to reports only 25 per cent of the target set in 

r Rajshahi has been achieved so far while achievements in setting shallow 


tube wells in Bogra and Pabna stands at only 10 and |l5per cent respectively. 
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ect r : 100 shallow tube wells in that region have been 
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According to government statistics, up to the third week of January only 
148 tons of foodgrains were procured in Pabna, 68 tons in Kushtia, 79 


tons in Jessore, 342 tons in Khulna, 358 tons in Dhaka and only 89 tons in 


the district of Tangail. 


It is reported that in most parts of the country, the farmers are not 
interested to sell their produces to the government procurement centers 
because the prices in the open markets are higher to that fixed by the 


government for procurement. 


The government has fixed that each maund of paddy should be procured at 
35 takas while each maund of paddy is now selling in the open market at 


about 175 takas, it is gathered. 





CHITTAGONG EXPORT ZONE MAY CAUSE LOSSES 
E NEW NATION in English 24 Jan 83 p 2 
CHITTAGONG, Jan. 25: bills. Few days earlier the irms 
The delay in  estadlishing declined to carry oo the remaining 
Export Processing Zone In the works uoless their dues were paid. 
port city of Chittagong may However, the CDA made them 
hamper sincerity of the govern- agree to conticue the works 


ment in attracting foreign and 
joint venture capital into the 
country under private sector. 

The sluggish progress of works 
with tbe approved amount of 
Taka 300 crores for the Export 
Processing Zone has raised a big 
question among private entrepre- 
neurs challenging frmness of the 
government in the implementa- 
tioa of its economic policies for 
inviting foreign investment and 
encouraging local investment io 
private venture. 

The government which has 
been putting emphasis and tryiog 
utmost to attract foreign capital 
may face serious hurdles if the 
remainiog bulk-work of the zone 
is not completed as soon as 
possibiec. 

The uplift works at the 
EPZ site were kept suspended 
for over eight moaoths§ in the 
recent past for fioancial cons- 
traints. The government, how- 
ever, sanctioned Tk. 35,00,000 
recently to run the remaining 
works on che partially construc- 
ted muittstoried administrative 
block and two warehouses. 

But Chittagong Development 
Autbority which was entrusted 
to develop the EPZ is now 


faciog acute prodiems with this 
ypadecuateé amount. The cos- 
structioag «6 Grms, bulldog the 
aforesaid structures snil owe Tk. 


m the autho- 
coostruction 


pearly 20,00.000 | 


rity as Outsianding 


paying dues party. 

The EPZ was scheduled to be 
completed by 1982 but S50 p.c. of 
the plot-development works has 
yet to be compieted. Tiii to date 
only 92 plots were developed 
with earth work out of the sche. 
duied 118 plots. — 


Though the establishment of 
the zone is still a long way, till 
now over 600 entrepreneurs from 
home and abroad have put up 
their propasals to the govern- 
ment to set up vanous plants, of 
them only 17 parties including 
ove foreign and 3 joint venture 
parties were approved 

According to a source, vari- 
ous petitions regarding setting up 
industries at the zone are pouring 
in but none of them has yet 
been given any green signal to 
start works. 

A group of private entrepre- 
neurs toid the New Nation that 


Pe sluggish progress io the im- 


plementation of the zone raised 
doubts whether the private sector 
would be patronised or negiected 
by the governmeni. 

The zone if at all established 
fully will require a total of over 
10,00,000 gallons of water. Cig 
WASA at present is not able to 
meet the city reqairement and 
the hove of water supply to the 
yone io future is bieak, according 
to many 


cooperatioo with 


fhis CDA :0 
Ctg. WASA bas charted out a 


plan to meet the water require. 
ment. According to the plan, 2 
deep tube-welis will be set up to 
supply over 12,00,000 gallons per 
day to prop sed 2 undergrouaod 
and 3 clevated tankers. 


It may be mentioned that so 
far one underground reservair 
with a capacity of 3,00,000 gailonos 
was built. The remaining one 
such reservoir and 3 elevated 
tankers with 1.5 lakh galloas 
capacity each are yet io the 
planning stage and the works to 
build those have not yet begun. 

Moreover, roads criss-crossing 
the 658 acre EPZ wers covered 
with brick soling in first half of 
last year but the works of foot 
path and drains have not yet 
been completed. 

Besides, the partially construc- 
ted admuoistrative block and 
warehouses only a2 tin-shed 
office house has been erected and 
opened for activities. All excep- 
ting one of the rooms of the 
house remaio open where a clerk 


sits dozing aod waits for aay 
inquirer io (2:8 regard. 
Oo the other band, the EPZ 


authority has also another office 

at CDA buildiag for which the 

authority pays Tk. 2,000 monthiy. 
There :s also a clerk available 

while the eatire (wo-roomed office, 
studded with valuable furniture, 
remaios virtually empty. 

The orivate entrepreneurs 


opined that the works at EPZ 


shouid de completed in no time 
to pave the way for private 
investment iowards acreasing 


expo rt from Bangladesh 








BANGLADESH 


MINISTER URGES OPEN DIALOGUE ON EDUCATION POLICY 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jan 83 ppl, 8 
(Text} Education Minister Dr. A. Majeed Khan on Thursday called for an 

"open discussion" on all aspects of the new education policy. He felt that 
all sections of people should come forward in placing their views and sug- 
gestions on the policy. The replies to the questionnaire which is being 
circulated for eliciting public opinion on the education policy, particularly 
its implementation mechanism, will be sorted out and collated for reconsider- 
ation of the policy itself within the next three months, he added. 

Addressing a Press conference at his Secretariat office, the Education 
Minister gave an overall review of the existing state of affairs in all 
spheres of education in the country and termed it as being in a very 

pitiable and sordid condition calling for both short-term and long-tert 


- ¢ 2 ‘ ? - . "’, 7 ‘ 
rei rms Radda restru¢ Curing. 


lr. Mateed Khan stressed need for having a ‘national consensus" on the educa- 
tion policy and stated that the purpose of circulating questionnaire was to 


gauge and understand the views and opinions of the cross-section of people 
about the new education policy. He opined that the implementation of the 
education policy could be facilitated only after the considered views of 
lifferent sections of people including teachers, students, other profes- 
ional groups and education administrators were known and taken into due 
considerati for initiating the course of action on the education policy 


t 1 > + } . ) e } aN wae : +4 ; ; Ae sAI1I? A M Tapneu } } 
ric oa iU ‘ ge LOOUL 20 thousand questionnaires on tne equcation poilcy nad 


1 t = 1 ne } T. 7 7 1 - . ° . 2 i 2 7 . . 
t1lready been circulated. In all, one lakh questionnaires will be distrib- 
; a 
uted, S bu +e 
. ’ "1 ' _- : et] = ; . a = = < — b I 
t } Cé ptimisth imout Naving a wide and extensive response to the 


juestionnaire circulated by the Ministry of Education for eliciting public 


f. . A ) a hh, : 1 ,,7 i? Casznunrahkia . ~'! S L, 

DINION. anen asKxea whnetner tne Initilai untravouradie response or tne 
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ead to poor response to the questionnaire, he said that he would expect 
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" Cion rT peopie C ut their views and suggestions on the education 
IO LG lL \ Wiis wid , ma t Ce! oft nat LONai concern. 
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The Education Minister noted that one must first tr aii convince otners 
4 } Q cr d >) Ff Yo MQ no 
qa TO De Scrappe DeIOrTre la K1INL 
e h 


“ nt why the eu ediucatio Wiecy would 
about why the new education poiilcy wouia nee 
Tr 
a 


tne demanc for scrapping the pol iCy. lose wno Né 
a — . a aes ae lin <P 
demanding the scra ping or the new education poiic 


Ai 


added. 


ave 
O an open discussion he 


r A ry . rin: > oe A } ~ , : en _ i , mes - . 
Dr. Majeed Khan categorically stated that the new education policy with 
ee. CU ; se . , ath; .7 say “awed cae ee ? antants,; 
its greater accent on content, methodology and process of implementation 
1A - “Ar - : -4 ; - Imnaret - >} ya 17 , he he ; 
would not nave any restrictive impact at all. It will on the other hand 


facilitate the meaningful expansion of the literacy base in the country, he 


a +i 


1 


added He pointed out that the cases of student drop-out at the primary 
level had recorded an alarming rise over the recent years. The enrollment 

] 2 per cent less than that in 1978 and the 
~- He failed to understand 


5 rT S on . 7 : ' . 10¢ 
it tne Primary ilevei in i938 
’ actual enroiiment wa 


S e ut 
7 L. —_ — » 2 = — 3 1 ~ ' - . " 
why the new education policy would not be a ‘“pro-people one’. 


About the introduction of Arabic as a language course from Class I, he 
“+ aa 4 @ }. + _ "yy " a f an ’ La -40o¢ 3 1, - ian “ Tolamd- 
Stated that the new education policy emphasised on the teachings of Islamiat 


S 
A kia a. fs - _ _— a. a 7 M nr Ahacac ao w~ ¢ _— 
In Arabic script from UiasSs i. sucn an emphasis coes not mean the intro- 
T? 


luction of Arabic as a language course, he noted. When asked whether this 
Stand would now suggest a retracting move on the part of the government from 
its earlier stand on the introduction of Arabic, he replied in the negative 
while saying that it would mean only giving more flesh lier 


policy decision. He added that most children in the vi = 
Arabic prior to entry into Primary school or at the very first primary 
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When asked to comment on the existing state of academic atmosphere in the 
educational institutions, particularly at the university stage, Dr Majeed 
Khan said that the government was trying to improve the situation. He 
mentioned that students today are leaders of tomorrow and they should come 
and give slogans ‘with us and not away from us'. 
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rtial Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H. M. Ersh 


the Government was striving to 
t of security in their 
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of Titumir Government College on the occasion of 
'We propose to 
a realistic manner by identifying the requirements 


: Tee ae cy - . eecde - ae 

and possibilities of both the student and the nation . 
He reminded the students that the nation wanted to see them not as a 

. . | } - . . " —_ 1 ge c tty . ~ - - ~ > a+ 
liability but as self-reliant and an asset. You can overcome frustration 
ind prove useful to the society by inculcating a sense of discipline, 

i ‘ . ‘ . ? . « tt . amd - * 
jedication and devotion to the pursuit of knowledge he said adding 
tt . 4 ‘ . - ] ‘7 7 : . ! 
build yourselves into a source of hope and strength for the nation 
ar J sad rr ] P " . ~ . : : 1+ £ ane 
Gen. Ershad said amidst cheers “I have come to you not for any political 
exploitation or gain but to help you solve your problems. I want to see 

! . a} ‘ ie ane a L- —ead 6 12¢,!! 
you established in life. Il want to see you nonourea in iife . 
: 1id "Allah has given me enough--the highest ho one c¢ spire as a 
le Sailc Atian has given me enougnh--the nignhest nonour one can aspire as a 
soldier. [ have nothing more to ask for. Now I want to give whatever I! 
. ' BY 
can in my humble capacity . 
oan Val 1 »} + a , sy | hea handae 1 wae Mre Ll, 
ine MLA ur qa the students Cf strengtnen nis nands and saic If you 
remain aloof and agitate from a distance I cannot get you correctly or the 
things in their correct perspective. I want to stand Dy you. You have so 
far Kept rselves isolated deliberately. But to me you are like m 
4 ? 
hildren id close to my heart. 
He said i nined him to see that the students remained so much isolated 
° t 1 = 1 tiem 
ieav Ln a wide pga! etween tnem and the rest or tne society. They are 
fT t ott wv. 1, 5 
uur integra irt H in we > without them ie asked. 
en rsha minds C tudents that the Government be n t then 
° ° 1? 
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Ihe offering of flowers 

uu have given to me 

[In returm accept my assurance of life's inevitable triumph 
The songs of love 

You have sung for me 

n return harken to the call of heart's dreams. 

f you give me 

A share of cherished values 

In return I will offer you the taste of lLiwve-triumphant. 


- 


" Union Office where he was 


he CMLA visited the college Students 
2s of students including the Vice- 


profusely garlanded by the representative 
jent and the General Secretary. 


He also went round the college hostel dining hall and the common room. 


he teachers and the students thanked the CMLA for his personal interest in 
the welfare of the students and teachers and development of educational] 
tutions and assured him of their wholehearted cooperation. 

[The Minister for Local Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives Mr. 


Mahbubur Rahman, also spoke on the occasion. 
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MORE ON PROB] 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 29 Jan 83 pp l, 8 
(Article OY Kazim Reza 


Text} The question of lowest flow of the Ganges is likely to get priority 
in the ensuing ministerial level meeting of the Joint Rivers Commission 


cr 


Bangladesh is eager to get the assurance of the minimum guaranteed share in 


case of “exceptionally low flow" as enunciated under the guarantee clause of 
the previous agreement of 1977, signed during the regime of late President 
-iaur Rahman. But the issue is yet to be solved as the 80 per cent guarantee 


lause was dropped from the memorandum of understanding signed October last. 


In t next meeting scheduled to be held in the city, Bangladesh may press 

India for ensuring a 70 to 75 per cent flow of water in case of exceptionaliy 

low flow in accordance with the guarantee clause of the previous agreement. / 
Banglades ficials e to reach a specific point of agreement regarding 

this unsolved as»vect of the problem. The issue, if it remains unsolved in 

the memor jum of understanding, effective for two seasons, is almost sure 

to pr idice a long-term solution to the Farakka problem. 
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ations and decide how to minimise the burder to either country. 
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experience of the past reveals chat it would be nothing unexpected if the 
procrastinated process takes t.ie whole season to solve the problem raised 
in any of the "ten-day exceptionally low flow period " And the ;resent 
wemorandum of understanding is valid for only two dry seasons. 

Bangladesh successfully invoked the guarantee clause only 12 times out of 
75 times of detected “exceptionally low flow" during the last five years. 
And hence Bangladeshi experts raise questions about the effectiveness of 
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T be allocation for the propo- 
sed Teka 113i crore Ganges 
Barrage Project may be enhanced 
ip ibe revised Aodual Develop- 
ment Programme (ADP) for the 
curreat Sscal year io view of what 
bas beeo officially stated to be 
consensus” of Bangladesh with 
its neighbouriag countries 08 
various issues. 

The Cabinet in a receot meet- 
ing Okayed a proposal submitted 
by the Irrigation aad Flood Con- 
tro! Division to raise the ongiaal 
ADP allocation for the oa-going 
preliminary works of the project. 

The original ADP allocation 
for the proyect was Gxed at Tk. 
S iakb which the Irrigation and 
Flood Coatrol Division coasi- 
ders as (oO meagre {oO Maintain 
the curreat tempo of its initial 
works. 
aad Sy putting forward the plea 
the division Jemanded enhasce- 
meot ci the agoua! sliocatioa 
for the prolect from the origsaal 
ADP allocation of Tk, 5 lakh to 
Tk $0 lakh io the revised ADP. 

During discussion oo the 
issue (a the «©©Cabinet meotiog it 
was pornted out that the ioral 
should 


works of the prosect 
costinue because of “political 
reasons. ' 

However, a prolonged discu- 
s$i00 19 (he meeting ied to @ 
deasion ic favour of the ea- 
haageemesn: of aliocauoa ino the 


revised ADP for 1982-83, Dut 


approval was given to Tk 3S lakh g UK-based 


iastead of the proposed amount 
of Tk $0 lakh. 

Ao approximate sum of Tk. 
1.75 crore has already been con- 
sumed io little works which were 


done earlier. 
The Bangladesh Water 
Development Board (BWDB) 


made a Tk. $.23 crore implemen- 
tation programme for the current 
fiscal year's Annual Development 
Programme. Of this amount, 
the foreign exchange component 
was Tk. 2.23 crore. 

But the Planning Commissioa 
brought down the allocation of 
Tk. $0 lakhs as proposed at the 
oreparatory stage of the ADP to 
asma!! Ggure of Tk. 5 lakhs as 
the project lost importance 
ia the eyes of the decision- 
coakers. 

The project was conceived io 
order to create facilities for utili- 
zing the Ganges water for irriga- 


tion. The total area of toe 
irrigable land is 610 lakh 
acres while the area’ of the land 
that can be agiually irmgated is 


425 lakh acres ooly. 

The tota! cost of the project 
was catimated to. be Tk. 113) 
exore including 2 foreign exchange 
component of Tk. 219 crores and 


the entire project is due to de 
completed ia a period of {$ 


years. 


mary Aanrary 
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The BWDB negotiated with 
consultancy firm 
Messrs Sit William Halcrow and 
partners to prepare  desigo of 
the project. 

Aad the cost estimated to be 
required to complete the design 
works of the project invoives 
foreign curreocy of about 8.54 
lakh pounds and. local curreo- 
cy _ of nearly one crore taka. 


In the meantime, the present 
government changed its position 
vis-a-vis the project and began 
to rethink over it. A high-level 
meeting held on July 15 with 
the Planpiog sod Finance Mini- 
ster io the chair to discuss the 

‘ agricultural projects of the Anoual 
Deveiopment Programme resol. 
ved that the implementation of 
the Ganges Barrage Project had 
tobe decided in a Cabinet 
meeting. 

A meeting of the Zonal 
Martial Law Administrators 
(ZMLAs) that took place at 
the CMLA'’s Secretariat oo 
July 20 went through a oumber 
of issues including the Ganges 
Barrage Project and a = decision 
was takeo there that such a 
Messy project should be dropped 
from the ADP for 1982-83. 

But the project bas suddenly 
assumed sew dimeosion of impor- 
tance with the emergiog relation- 
ship odeiween Bangladesh and 
lodia. 








It is cansidered by the relev- will not be dificult to line up continue the works of the pro- 
ant department to be the key to foreign currency for such a ject with the reduction of the 
water resources development in project. ADP allocation from Tk 50 lakh 
the south-westero region. According to acompetent to Tk. § lakb earlier. 

The BWDB believes that it source, it has become difficult to 


CSO: 4600/1720 











pretle 
a | 
CA OL 


a ait 
sInt 
JOLN 
> ¥ 
‘ 
iv 
+p 
i A 
fo 
A C 
r > 
..iC 


in £n 
raiyu 

7 

Se wes | 

ih ‘ os 
rt 


+ , 
Ie ala a 
rr > { 
cNe | 


i= . 4 
+ 
Js 
' i 
sida - 
; 
a. an + 
LAL 
' 
MOT 
ii Lili 
! + 
> 
AS oan § 
r 
> 
~ * « 
t 
; 
y 
~¢ = - 
i Wil 


i-dimensional water dispute 
ver preparing a work schedule for what they call th 
t 


(ED UNDER CARPET’ AT GANGES TALKS 


_ 
ho 
¢ 
oe 
3 
CO 
we 
ae) 
ae) 
os 
CO 


4 » 
‘ 


BANGLADESH 


» Bangladesh and India are 


of the two sides' projects for augmenting the dry 


‘ 


es. 


They have started, as though, de noveau on the 


water experts of the two countries, set up by the 


(JRC) at its Delhi meeting last month, had four days 


of 


en 


the pre- 


trusted with 
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Sheikh Rehana, the youngest 
daughter of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahmao was welcome home yes- 
terday oy Awami League leaders 
aad workers at the Zia Inter- 
national Airport. ; 

She was accompanied by her 
husband Mr Shatig Siddiqi, son 
Redwan aod daughter Rezwana. 

From the airport they drove 
straight to her father’s house 
at32 Dhanmondi along with 
her cider sister Awami League 
chier Sheikh Hasina Wazed 

In a brief speech before a 
arge crowd in front of the house 
Sheil cautioned the 
people that was 


ik} Hasina 
a coaspiracy 


being hatched by certaio quarters 
to drag religion into politics. 


TO DHAKA 


She expressed concern at the 
Prevailing economic situatioa 
which, she said, was going from 
bad to worse every day. 

The Awami chief reiterated 
her demand that the trial of the 
kijlers of her father should be 
heid on the soil of the country. 
She condemned al! political 
killings. She called for resto- 
tation of democratic process io 
the country. 

Awami League leaders who 
were preseot atthe airport to 
receive Sheikh Rehana are Dr. 
Kamal Hussain, Mr Qurban Al. 
Mr Abdur Razzak, Mr Tofael 
Ahmed, Mrs Sajeda Chowdhury, 
aod others. 
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CHINA STUDY COMMITTEE--An organisation named [The Committee for Understanding 
China’ was formed in Dhaka on Saturday in a meeting presided over by Mr 
+ 


Fnayetullah Khan, according to a Press release. The meeting was attended, 
amone others, by Messers Qazi Ghulam Azmiri, Anwar Zahid, Shafi Hossain Khan, 
Mohsin Shantrapani, Nurul Huda Mirza, Dr Munir Siraj and poet Samudra 


Gupta. Mr Mahbub Hasan Jamil and Prof Musa Ansari were elected Joint- 


Convenors of the organisation. The aim of the organisation is to hold 
review and discussions on China and bring out publications on China in 
view of strengthening friendly ties and cooperation between the people of 
Bangladesh and China. Text | {Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 
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MEETING WITH AMBASSADORS---London, Jan. 30:--Foreign Minister Mr. A. R. 
Shamsud Doha presided over a briefing conference of Bangladesh envoys 
tationed in Europe here last Thursday, reports BSS. The envoys who were 
present in the eight-hour conference are Mr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, High Com- 
issioner in the United Kingdom; Mr. Mirza Rashid Ahmed, Ambassador in 
Soviet Union; Lt. Cen. (Retd) Mr. Saukat Ali, Ambassador in Federal 
Republic of Germany; Mr. A. K. H. Morshed, Permanent Representative 

in Geneva; Mr. Nazrul Islam, Ambassador in Yugoslavia; Mr. Manzur Ahmed 
Chowdhury, Ambassador in Belgium and Mustafa Kamal, Ambassador in Sweden. 


T ’ : Emta } ath + +} : A , are 
1 the afternoon the Foreign Minister had lunch with Sir Anthony Parson, 
» - 7 = a _ } nm , 713, 7 P oe ; Yr) * ¢ 1 TY . . . + 
rhe recently appointed Foreign Policy Adviser to British Prime Minister 
a io) en : on “ys _ } r —. mr 5 ) ATI r 7 Avpecr xyrr + aa ; | r ; Q2 
Mrs. Thatcner. [ Lex |'Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jan 83 
p , j 
. — ’ r rT .Y? ’ i a) r ~~ 1 " . 7 . . ’ . > en . . 7 / me ‘ ar 7 . : 
Vit EF PURCHASE--Bang idesh Jute Mills Corporation (BIJMC ) W1lii export 
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Ver +, J { ns yi ite rk od > Fo tne poviet Union. An agreement Was Signed 
uy n RM nd Erxenor?} ion ‘ the Soviet Union in Dhaka on Monday in this 
CLweeli 2 a i tidku | P, Ao ® Ge i ivi Ja LCne oc viet Union Ati Liana fia il lady ai bias 
; Stic } | With hic Dar + hy ——- a lee £ > 
nne cfion. iS published } witn tnis agreement tne totai value Ol sSaie of 
1 Pe FOOCG DY tT (1€e ¢ rporat LUILi CO the Sov 1e¢t Uniton DSW I< I Guring tne current 
; 14 _ ; 1 T.L- 1 kare 7} <" , 
Ca year wouid ome to around Taka 316 mill LON. ine total earnings [rot 
ar : } ( r+, Infan Anrinoe L, lag Fimnanntal wo 
r 3a Le hue YG C¢ tne Soviet Union Gaurine tne last Tinancildal year 
! ad 114 aw A RIMS Depec >. ee Sn os 4 1, - 
ime NMiv iadka iv iliiion, A BJM Press reiease issueda 1n Dhaka Sala 
sf . a - ' ' . wr) } no ~ Vx T | ) < Y y7 aan bh so . T 1 ‘ 4 
it the ractie id earmedad nheari Laka ; crore bdetween JULY anGd 
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LENE NEW DELHI. Jan. 27 yews strongly om controversial sues ke 
The drafts of the political and economic Afghanistan or Kampucnea, none of these 
declarations Orawn up Dy India for adoption by countnes is bent on carrying ts dissent to he 
tne nor-aiigned summit with some modifica point of precipftating a crisis within the move 
uons will De released [0 Member-countries ment. tt has been pomted out to them that they 
smuitaneousty on Monday through their wil be given full opportunrty to express tneir 
permanent represemtatrves to the UN. m New postions without any hindrance. 
Yor and ther diniomatic missrons in Dem Main issues: Apart from Afghanrstan and 
The drafts ave been prepared by inde. m Kampuchea, the other issues on which some 
fs capacrty as host to the forthcoming summit. Sharply differing views are likely to De ex- 
m consuttation with eading member-countries oressed are Chad. Western Sahara. Nicaragua. 
of the non-aligned ovement to ensure the Faikiand siands, the !raqi Did to host the next 
Necessary CONSENSUS On Most SSUES. summa” in Baghdad and the question of Korean 
Semor indian of:crals wno have wsited reunification. The general procedure acooted 
VENOUS NOMangned captais have returned wrth Mm non-aligned conferences is that the Chawman 
the reassunng feeling thet. in voicing thew sums UO (ne consensus after the discussion and 
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“he Indian poiicy on Chad and Western 
Sanara .s 10 follow the weil-estabdiished conver- 
“On of aDdiding by tne views of the Organisation 

f Arrcan Unity (OAU) on ail sucn ssues But 
ine citcuty this time s that OAU tseff is 
smarty divided over both these prooiems with 
tre resut nat two successive attempts to hoid 
ts annua summit in Tripol have failed due to 
cx of Quorum. 


The raq-iran war oy tseff does not pose 
any Sromems tor the Dein: summa. since the en 
“re NON-a) gned community 8 united in ts cleas 
"© the two countries to end the conflict But the 
rarian DG to DBiOck any decsion to et 
Gagndac next summit in 1986 wil 
create oO cules since an ntormai commament 
“as 2eacy Deen Tece ‘Oo Iraq while Changing 
the venue of the current summit to Dein 

in tne absence of 2 Consensus on letting 
faq OST (ne next suMmM*. several Countnes are 
expected ‘o stake ther ciaim Among those 
com peung ‘or this nonour s North Korea which 
“aS areacy Started pressing 3 Case. 

The Brtish have ceen prese! 
som of Tenuon of tne ngnt of 


for some 
Ceterm ine 


"100 Of De onabitarts of tre Falkland slands n 
am reference "Nhat nay be made to thw pro 
n the politcal declaration But the Latin 
American group wants to go aiong with the 
Argentine stand cal.ing 'or decolonisation. 


em 


to the 


‘an countries are expected Co 
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The Korean issue ‘s likely to figure in a 
signtty mocified form wath the pnmery en 
phasis on peaceful reunification A reference 
wih MO Goubt be Made [0 ¢*he continued pre 
sence of American forcas in South Korea. out 
wthodt any sument demands for Wei earty 
withdrawal to peve the wey for a dialogue 
betweer the two Koreas on unification. 

Bulky documert The economic draft s 
along the expectec ines acnering cisely to 
the stand taken at various conferences on tne 
need for glotal negotiations. South-South 
cooperation. increased North-South ‘iow of 
Capital ang technica assistance, pleas ‘or im 
creased quotas, revision of commodity onces 
and better payments procedures Despie 
dia s attempts "o Keep t a concise document 
the draft has become quite Dulky since it nas to 
Make suitadle references to the stand aireacy 
taken on ail these sues, while pleading for a 
vigorous Dursuit of these objectives. 

As a host county, India $ xeeping in re 
serve some  aiternatve formulations on 
sensitive poutcal ano economic ssues [0 
accommodate the views of differant groucs in 
the larger interests of the unity and conesion of 
the non-aligned movement T dees will be 
spelt Out Curing the conference itseif depend- 
INg on the trend of the discussions and the line 
up of the various regional and Kk. ‘ogica 
groups within the nor-angned movement 
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Ke Sene tw Geo SoArose 
.(S STEPS IN ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
1 hg T " = Tiah 
aia Wa . api Qk weds pe w~ adil 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 


bes directed thag the Intexrated 
Rural Development Programme 
Balwd be expanded ta cover waali 
and marginal farmers, reports PIL 


She has also desired that specval 
Ste-s should be taken to complete 
the programme of supply of drin«. 
ing water to all problem villages be- 
fore the close of the curr@nt Plea 


grt tte ee 


The two schemes are part of the 
point economic progranme Th 
overmment nave been engaged ‘tor 

e tune in a detalded review of 
» impact of the programme on 
the econom- cally weaker sections 


The Prive Minister hag algo db 
rected that scheme for housing for 
tBe S@cOhomically weaker SeCtions of 
the 90; tion should be accelerat- 
the remaming years of 


A team of senior officials of the 
concerned Ministrieg and deport. 
ments of the Uasion Governax nt 
have be@n engaged for several weeks 
steparing schemes for implemen 

the adove directives, Lk wus 


oflec:ally stated on  sundday, 


IMPLEMENTATION 


Ag a result of the exercife c¢r- 
tain schemes have been formulat 
ed Discussions at official level with 
some State Governments Rave also 
been completed. 

The scheme for amal] and margr 
Nai farmers envisages the «rant of 
subsidy for certain inputs for inr 
proving productivity. The  scReme 
tor additional housing is expected 
to be financed by commercial banks 
and implemented by HUDCO thr- 
ough State Housing Boards, 

The scheme for supply of drink 
ing water to problem villages was 
recently discussed with represeata- 
tives Of the FICCI and the trace 
acd tndustry have readily come for- 
ward to finance the additional cost 
involved by adopting problem vif- 
lages for the purpose, it was stat- 
ed. 

Discussions are being held wim 
Other representatives of aS8soctations 
of trade and industry to enlis: their 
cooperation in adopting probiemn 
villazes 

Before the formal introduction of 
Che three schemes all over India. ‘ 
Is oronosed to have consultations 
with the Chief Ministers of the 
State Governments. 
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NEW OFLA! Feb. | 

The new Minster of mation. Mr RN. 
Vircha who ras gone 'o Dhaka to attend the 
carn meeting of tne Uoint Rivers Commission, 
wi ity tO sete tne aifferences oetween india 
and acesn over the operation of the in- 
‘er arrangements for the division of Ganga 
WES pending an agreement of augmentation 
™ tne fow during the dry season 

The standard scneduie for sparing the flow 
netweer January anc May was spelt out in the 


‘3977 rte agreement. providing for a 
oreferartial pro-rata division of the waters 
anicn anutied Bangiacesn to an assured 


T™OIMUM IN MOTMa: CITCUum stances . 
But dificutes rave anser over the 


Or arnon of "he forruia nn years wnen tne 
how *e) far heicw norma: The indian interoreta- 
pon § that when ne flow s ‘ess than 75 per 
cpm tre avaiabe waters srould be snared 
aQuaily wtMout cetrment to the interests of 


atner side 
Pnnciple of equal pnonty: Bangladesh s 
contertior "as ceen ‘nat t snouid :n ail circums- 
‘ances jet a guaranteed minimum of 26.000 
CUSECS aporying "ne orincipie of equal priority 
wth wy a marginal reduction. But the indian 
dea + a 30S aivision neiow she cut-off point 
WOUKD Dve INS COUNtry a siigntly iarger snare 
“an arat Bangadess was mrepured to agree 
"oO kung TP! prev OLS Dscussrons on the suo 


J 

ec 

‘ oo <Any” 
Mcugh the ‘9 


warm aqreement ex- 


oreac - Novemoer ‘JB? * was aqreed during 
me sangadesr Chef Maral Law Ad- 


™ministrator Gen “ M Ersnad’s visit to India in 
Jeoner ast 10 amend this arragement on the 


mectCc understanding that ‘he two countries 
WOLI ane a determined effort *'o evoive a 
sa Via. xccectabie sxreme for ‘ong-term 
acgmern’ ator “he Temora dum of unwerstand 
AG 3OPed On that occasion orovided tor tne 
ye oer CO Of “easitilty Studres Dy March 
364 O09 “he aCOnOm IC and technical aspects of 


Ter"alve SCOeMeSs suOMmAmted Dy the two 


Bilateral arrangemerts with Nepat As ¢ 


“BOCES AMP TR MOO SAHGid COMMISSIO“L 'S 


meeting n Draka, the Prime Minister of Nepal. 
Mr Surya Banadur Thapa, 's vist.ing Oeihi for a 
discussion on Indo-Nepalese reiations wi ich im 
clude the river waters prooiem. The Bangadesn 
strategy has Deen to nternationalise the Gnaga 
waters ssue by proposing the participation of 
Bangiadesn these discussion. while india 'S 
resolutely opposed tO +. 

But India and Nepai nave been discussing 
tor years a joint utilisation of the waters of tne 
troutanes of the Ganga througn oilateral 
arrangements for both irrigation and power 
generation. The Bangiadesn proposal i to 
Ould dams for storing the waters of these very 
rivers to augment tne Ganga flow during dry 
5eason. 

There as jatety been a perceptible 
chance in Nepalis poicy on the rver waters 
issue in tne sense that it is No longer going 
aiong with Bangalaesns attempt to interna 
tronaiise tne Ganga waters problem. On the 
contrary. it 'S evINCINg a keener interest iN Com- 
ING 10 an understanding with india on the use of 
these very waters whicn Bagiadesn wants to 
wtilise for ts benefit. 

Teesta waters issue: Ancther controversial 
issue that s Deng deat with Dy tne Indo-Bangia 
Joint Rivers Commission at ts present meeting 
in Draia reiates to Doth the ong-term and short: 
term uses of tne Teesta river waters. An intenm 
agreement s Deing 7eqgotiated to provide for a 
varying ratio with a ‘airty wide margin of ervor 
'O compensate for an unexpected ‘aii of the 
row Doeyond a point 

Wrie nda s ciaiming 65 per cnet, 
Bangiadesn « oressing for a 40:40 division wth 
a 20 per cent Targin of error and West Sengal 
wants to concede onty 20 per cent to t [ne 


aternative oroposais uncer consideration 
range from 35 38 30 to 45.35 2 


The ongterm uses oftne Teesta waters 
oste with smilar complexities since Mere s 
not enouGn water for Du ding two separate Car- 
ages “he irdian pian $ t0 Nave a Oarrage for 
rm getng 54 ann rectares, Out Bangiadesn nas 
nN ew a More amoitous project 'or Cuiftvating 
923 ann nectares 

















DELHI ANNOUNCES POLICY 


750: 


DECISION 


THT CTAT TO SMAN in 


eo. e Ser . 


NEW DELHI Jai 28.—The 
Governmest today announced its 
Poucy Gecision to appoint Cobiet 
Jusiices Oi: igh courts from out 
sale ihe States concerned 

The announceme:t which also 


laid down certain Droad ZJuide 
ines said that tOis step had deen 
tame’) “pursuant %o a persistent 


demand from responsible bodies, 
diler considering Various aspects 
of the matter and alter consuiting 
the Chief Justice of India” 

[he move to appoint Chief Jus 
tices and at ieast a third of the 
rudzges of Rizgh courts from Outside 
the States was initiated and vigo 
rouSiy canvassed by the tormet 
Law Minister. Mr Shiv Shankar. 
ie had often quotea trom ar ear 
lier report of the Law Commis 
sion "0 justify suen a step. But 
severa, legal expert. Nad felt tbat 
the Minister hud not put the com 
Missiun’s recommendation in its 
proper perspective ama Nad atu 
expressed the fear that transfers 
could De uSed a: 4 DOunitive wea 
po: my the execulive 

As iat am Ve tzansfer of Chie 
Justices of figh courte wae co” 
cerned, the Crret# Jusuce of tBe- 
Supreme Court Bad earlier mai» 
‘a ced that he would not agree to 

anolesaie transter of Chief 

ices. but wvourd dZree {0 eNXs- 

e a Ch case of transfer on its 
sem? ToOway’s announcement. 
which comes about a month after 
the Supreme <ourt’s judgment Jn 


ON JUDICIARY 


English 29 Jan 83 p 1 


the transfer of judges case. point 
ediv refers to “the consultation 
with the Chief Justice”. 

In this context the two relevant 
points in the jJudgmen: in the tne- 
ges case are that “consultation” 
need not mean consent and tha 
rhe executive has the last word tn 
the mutter of transfer of judges 

The guidelines that would be 
foJowed while implementing the 
new policy would be: 
poses Of elevation as Chief Jus 
tices the inter seniority afr pulsne 
judges wil be reckoned on the 


Das.$ Of their seniority in their 
own high courts and subject to 
suitability, they wil] be considered 


for appointment as Chief Justices 
in Other high courts; a Chief Jus 
tice who has oniv one year or /eys 
to retire may 10t be transferred 
to another high court; and ga pit 
sne judze in g high cour: who has 
one year or ‘ess to retire when 
his turn for being considered tor 
elevation as Cdief Justice arrives 
may subiect to suitabilitv be con 
sidered fOr appointment as Chief 
Justice in his own high court if a 
vacancy ic tO occur in the office 
of the Chief Justice in that higa 
court during that per:od”. 


The announcement a'so said that 
whi.e !mplemerting the policy the 
appointments and transfers shall 
be made );n 3ccordance with the 
provisions of Article 222 of the 
Consutution as the case may be. 





“For pur- 
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REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF NIGERIAN PRESIDENT 
New Agreements Signed 
[Text] New Delhi, January 27. 


India and Nigeria today agreed to increase and diversify bilateral trade, 
with the latter country importing more Indian goods since the existing trade 
balance is against this country. 


The two countries signed a trade agreement, a protocol for co-operation in 
science and technology and ratified the cultural agreement signed between 


stu 


them in Lagos last year. 


The agreements were signed in the presence of the visiting Nigerian Presi- 
dent, Mr. Shehu Shagari, and the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, who had 
wide-ranging discussions on the world situation and bilateral relations over 


the last three days. 


Tt 
and the Nigerian commerce minister, Mr. B. M. Yusuf. The two countries 
will accord the most-favoured-nation treatment to each other in imports, 


exports, customs duties and taxes. 


he trade agreement was signed by the commerce minister, Mr. Shavraj Patil, 


T 


Joint Panel 
A joint committee will be set up to implement this agreement which will be 
automatically renewed for a further three-year period. It will compare trade 


y — 
< 


statistics on a yearly basis to reduce imbalance and suggest steps for 


Jha 


expanding economic co-operation. 


The two sides identified the commodities that India could export to and 
import from Nigeria. The possible Indian exports include rice, jute, mica, 


J 


iron ore, tea, cotton, machine tools, light engineering and industrial goods. 


Besides, India has offered to build cement plants,cotton textile mills, 
transmission line projects, power plants, farm machinery, coastal vessels 
ind ships 


The Nigerian side ofrered to export to India rubber, zinc, crude, petro- 


leum products and liquefied gas. 























Under the protocol on scientific and industrial research, India will train 

Nigerian personnel and collaborate in joint research projects. 

The agreement was signed by Dr. G. S. Sidhu, director-general of the Council 

sf Scientific and Industrial Research, and Mr. T. 0. Asiwaju Dada, high 

commissioner ot Nigeria in India. 

Later, addressing a press conference, the Nigerian President said that 

Nigeria would extend its fullest support to India to strengthen the non- 

aligned movement. 

He appreciated that India had agreed host the non-aligned summit since 

the "outside forces did not want the summit to be held at all." The non- 
up a united front. 


aligned nations ond close their ranks and put 


In reply to a question he said 

intervention with Mrs. Gandhi. He emphasised the need 
the struggle for a new economi 

against imperialism was carried on earlier. 


Mr. Shagari was confident that differences within the 


Chad and the Sahara would 


its solidari 


(OAU) would demonstrate 
The Nizerian President denied that there were any political prisoners in 
his country or that illegal immigrants were being shot at. 
Report on Communique 
ileutta THE SIATESM'N in English 29 Jan 83 p l 
,eXC NEW DELHT. Jan 28—Ind'a While stressing the imperative: ‘ion‘nterference in the internal 
and Nigeria today reiterated their ness of the need to mobilize world affairs of al! States. 
conviction tmat the non-aligned public opinion to achieve general “They called ior a political set. 
countries, liaked together by @ and complete disarmament under tlement on the basis of the with. 
shared perspective in internation. effective internationa! contro!, the drawal of foreign troops and strict 
uw reullons, represented the “one two leaders exoressed their alarm respect for the independence 
real hope fo; steering the world at the stockpiling of lethal wea- sovereignty, territorial ‘integr:t ty 
towards peace and security and poris, particularly in the nuclear and non- aligned Status of Afchae 
away from the patb of contronte field which, in their view, posed a nistan”. ‘For India the ref ference 
uon and strife”, great threat to the survival of to withdrawal! of “foreign troors” 
In a joint communique Issued ™2nkind. against the previous formulation 
here at tBe conclusion of the _ Im this context tbe President of “all foreign troops” is a marked 
Nigerian President, Mr Albaj! 2nd the Prime Minister expressed departure). 
Shesu Usnan Aliyu Shagart’s In. &rave concern over the increasin The joint communique critt- 
dian visit. the vy siting leader ard eScalation of great Power military cized the role of Israel] and de 
the Prime Minister. Mrs Gandh! Presence In the Indian Ocean re manded the withdrawal of all 
nave expressed their bede¢ toat %!0n. They urged intensification Israeli troops fram Lebanon and 
by strengthening tne movement, Of efforts for the declaration of the establishment of a homeland 
ity unity and sclidarity, and by ‘he Indian Ocean as a zone of for the Palestinians. They urged 
asserting their common commit. Deace as suggested Dy the UN. immediate negotiations for a just, 
ment to its ideals amd principles, Thev demanded that the Dego comprehensive and durabie solu- 
the non-aligned would be reinfore. Garcia base be returned to Mau tion to the West Asia problem. 
Ing international peace and secu Fitius. They deniored the continuing {ra- 
rity They reaffirmed their {faith Referring to the Afzhan crists ‘¢?icidal war between Iran and 
in the policy of the movement and rather obdliquely, as “recent deve qraq. 
the.r commitment to the princi- iopsments in south-west Asia”. the The communique expressed 
Dies aod o0jectives as e.adorated two leaders viewed these as a na- strong condemenation of the racist 
in the various meetings of the 0n- tural consequence of the aggra lOUth Atrican regime and its con. 
aligned countries, vated tensions and great Power They 4 ee on Namioua. 
[t was their hope that che New [0%/rontation ‘1 TRIS Tegion a. of the A! cen Jeiges Mr 
Deh: summit “would be a Zzreat which posed ¢ tnreat to the en Nelson Mand v ee 
success aiid wil] achieve its 7) tlre Third World” They reaffirm. t andela a 
ij] achieve its aims d th a. 8 . —. They called for the resumption 
and ;urposes’, the communique ° cialis page in PP caTdd4. oe the North-South dialozue and 
quoted the two leaders as saying aon ee encouragement to South-South co 
aperation in the meantime. 
cSO: 4000/1695 


he had discussed disarmament and military 


for continuing 


c order in the spirit in which the fight 


African community over 


be resolved and the Organisation of African Unity 
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REPORT ON REPUBLIC DAY RECEPTION AT ISLAMABAD EMBASSY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jan 83 p 1 
[Text] New Delhi, January 27 (UNI): The Pakistan President. Gen. Zia-ul- 


Haq, attended the Indian Republic Day reception held at the residence of 
Indian ambassador, Mr. K. D. Sharma, in Islamabad yesterday. 


This is the first time that a President of Pakistan attended the celebra- 
tions. 


Mr. Zia told ambassador Sharma that "we look forward to fruitful cooperation 
with India during the coming seventh non-aligned summit in New Delhi." 


Gen. Zia congratulaced Mr. Sharma and asked him to convey his sentiments and 
good wishes to Ind:.an leaders. 


Others who attended the reception included the Pakistan foreign minister, 
Mr. Yaqub Khan; finance minister, Mr. Ghulam Ishaq Khan, and local self 
minister. 


Gen. Zia, talking to newsmen at Mr. Sharma's residence, said "it is my 
honour today to be the first president of Pakistan to attend the Indian 
Republic Day reception.'' He told the newsmen: "Please share India's 
rejoicing on its national day." 


Gen. Zia treely mingled with the large number of dignitaries present at 
Mr. Sharma's residence and congratulated the Indian embassy staff. 

PTI add Diplomatic observers in Islamabad attach great significance to 
ren. Zia's presence indicating as it does a new high in their chequered 
relationsnip. 


ren. Zia also expressed a desire to visit St. Stephens College in Delhi 
where he had studied for four years and also to meet some old friends 


‘ . Larch rieaq 
lurinz his March visit. 
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BRIEFS 


COOPERATION WITH VIETNAM-:-India has offered cooperation to Vietnam in 
developing its water resources. The offer was made by Irrigation Minister 
Ram Niwas Mirdha during his talks with the four-member Vietnamese delegation 
in New Delhi. The delegation, which is headed by Vietnam's vice minister for 
water resources, Dinh Gia Khanh, is on a tour to study the irrigation system 
in India. [BK180537 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 GMT 18 Feb 83] 


COUNCIL OF ECONOMISTS--A five-member council of economists has been set up to 
advise the prime minister on specific issues relating to economic policy and 
development. The council will be headed by the former member of the Planning 
Commission, Prof Sukhmay Chakravarty. It includes Dr K.N. Raj, Dr Manmohan 
Singh--governor of the Reserve Bank, and Dr A.M. Khusro and Dr C.H. Hanumantha 
Rao~-both members of the Planning Commission. Apart from advising the prime 
minister on such specific economic and development issues, the members of the 
council have also been authorized to bring to the government's consideration 
other important issues which they think call for action. The council has been 
constituted for a period of 2 years. According to an official spokesman, the 
recommendation of the council will go directly to the prime minister. He said 
the council is essentially an advisory body and it will noc duplicate the func- 
tions of the Planning Commission. [Text] [BK170700 Delhi Domestic Service 


in English 1530 GMT 16 Feb 83] 


NATIONAL INCOME RISES~--The national income recorded an increase of 5 percent 
in real terms during 1981-83. This increase is over and above the marked in- 
crease of 8.1 percent achieved in the year before. Thus, the average annual 
growth in the first 2 years of the Sixth Plan period has amounted to 6.6 per- 
cent. According to quick estimates made by the national statistical organiza- 
tion of the Planning Ministry, the per capita income was estimated at 720 
rupees in 1981-82. This is 20 rupees more than in the previous year. The 
total national income last year was over 498 billion rupees against 474 billion 
achieved in 1980-81. The increase in national income was attributed to the 
moderate improvement in agriculture, mining, electricity, gas, water supply, 
transport, storage, communications, trade, banking and insurance. The esti- 
mates show that foodgrain production went up by 2.7 percent in 1980-81. The 
output in mining was 12.5 percent more and the performance in the power 

sector registered an increase of 10.6 percent. Except forestry and fishing, 
all other sectors contributed to the rise, the estimates said. [Text] 
[BK100419 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 GMT 10 Feb 83] 
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Feb &3] 


BAHRAIN--Sharat Kumar Bhatnagar, 


a di: 
Ine aa. 


E AMBASSADOR--New Delhi, 4 Feb (SUNA)--Indian President Zail Singh 
the credentials of 


"Abd al-Mun'im Muhammad Mustafa as 


[Text] [JN141604 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 


Indian ambassador to Bahrain, on 


presented his credentials to Amir Shaykh 'Isa ibn Salman al-Khalifah. 


} > 
March at the 


relief. 


on the occasion Shaykh 'Isa said that he was looking forward to visit- 


time of the nonaligned summit, adding that he fondly 
to New Delhi and Bombay in April 1981. The two 
ties he said. [Text] [BK271620 Delhi ISI Diplomatic 


yemation Service in English 0855 GMT 25 Jan 83] 


1. Japan will extend grant aid totalling 


Feb, 


(yen 3,634,653,000) to India for social environment im>rove- 


Of this 1,500 million yen would be for environ- 
The notes on this were exchanged today between 


Hara, Japanese Ambassador here and Mr. M. Narasimham, Secretary 


remembered his last visit 
countries had very strong 
Inf 

AID FROM JAPAN--New Delhi, 
Rs. 15.27 crores 

ment project and debt 

ment improvement project. 

Mr. Eikichi 

© f jor 


Affairs, Ministry of Finance.--PTI. 


83 p 


INISTRY CHANGES-~-Kohima, 
Jamir ministry in Nagaland today 
Governor S M H Burney administered the oath of 
incumbents--three Cabinet ministers and 


= 


o the S C 


for the first time, a non-Naga member, Mr 


Mr Punhjak Phom. 


[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in 


Feb 2 (UNIL)--Nine more Ministers were 

‘aising its strength 

cfice and secrecy 

of State-- 

to Nagaland 

A Hussain. 

Dr Vizadel Sakhrie and Mr Rothrong. 

Mr Kihoto, Mr Puse, Mr A Hussain, Mr Niklem Konyak, 
Mr Sherimo Sema is the president of the 

(New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Feb 83 


six ministers 


Bhavan. This is the largest ministry 


Mr N I Zamir, 


[Text ] 
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DETAILS OF IRAN'S NEW OIL PRICING POLICY EXPLAINED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Perslan 14 Feb 83 p 18 
Interview with Minister of Petroleum Mohammad Gharazi by KEYHAN 
on 13 Feb 83; place not specified] 
Text] The minister of petroleum of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran participated in a 
oress, radio and television interview yesterday 
afternoon, announcing the policy of Iran 
regarding the price of oil. 
The economic correspondent of KEYHAN reported in this connection: 
The minister of petroleum of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
referred in the beginning of his talk to the annoucement of the 
Ministry Petroleum of the Islamic Republic in regards to 
[ran's views on the reduction in the price of o11 and said: 
These days, political activities in the area of oil are at issue 
and much activity has taken place in this regard. Hence, it was 
necessary for the Islamic Republic to express its views directly. 
For tnis reason, an announcement was made by the Ministry of 
Petroleum of tne Islamic Republic of Iran as follows. 
Che Iranian Ministry of Petroleum belleves that the steady 
fecline in the orice of oil in the last few weeks 1S artificial 
ind that for the following reasons, the prices of crude 011 must 
ot pe decreased. 
lL. Since the beginning of the current Christian vear, the 
iverage daily vrodauction of the member countries of OPEC has been 
inder lt 1llio arrels. This shows that in order to put 
ressure on the oil producing countries and cut prices, the 
industrial cou ies are using a Significant amount of the oil 
reserves which have been created as a result of the over- 
roduction of oil of Saudi Arabia. These reserves will be used 
ip in the short term and, once again, demand for OPEC oil will 
lncrease. 

















ct 


7 


idition, some of the developing o11 exporting countries 
ebt of about $1600 billion to the world banks. The 
. in Oil vorices will increase the problems of the 
{i Ol1l vroducing nations and 7111 cause yre disruption of 
rnational economy. 

ylicy of the Ministry of O1l has always been that oil 

uuld be somehow determined in order to enable the 

antry into the market of o1l-Substituting eneryy and to 
the uncontrolled use of depleatable oll. In this way, 
irces of energy will gradually replace oil as the world 
rves decrease. If tne price of o11 is lowered, the 
fependence on cheap 011 will increase and before lona, 

Will face another economic crisis. 
ing the above issues, the Iranian Ministry of Petroleu 
that an emergency meeting of the OPEC oil ministers must 
and the following decisions made. 
2 price of $34 per barrel of crude oil which has been 

iid ratified in the previous conferences must be 

nce agaln. 

; , as ; ; | ee = Leen 
Lling for OPEC production must be set at 17-17.5 million 
per day for 1983. 

rare for each one of the countries must be declared in 

= ee 

‘e with the agreement reached in last month' 
tive meeting in Geneva. 

Ing other issues as well, a group of experts of the 
yantries must immediately hold a session and present 
ews to tne conference. 

ter of oil referred to the export of OPEC o11 to the 

rid: ince the last meeting, the Western countries 
to purchase less oil from the members of OPEC. Tne 
roductrion of the OPEC members before the recent 
waS 1 illion barrels daily, which, under present 
pnces, has veen reduced to 16 million barrels. We 
t the consumption in the market 1S much more. At the 
time, t il consuming countries are using their 

rnd in this way, are exerting pressure in order to cut 

barrel price. The price of o11 will be set at $34 
1. In our Opinion, what has taken place thus far has 
ae ,; on the part of others. We will insist on the $34 
port it. 

red t ran's proposal concerning tne OPEC 
111 1 said: Iran has proposed a ceiling of l/- 
rels of o11 per day for the 13 members of OPEC, 
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"AL-AHRAM' INTERVIEWS BANI-SADR ON IRANIAN SITUATION 


a 


[ View with Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, former Iranian president by 
Sami in Paris on 19 February] 


[Question] Yesterday was the fourth anniversary of the Islamic 
ion in whose leadership you took part and in which you played an 

ny role alongside Ayatollah Khomeyni so that it would succeed. Do 
you think that the revolution has achieved its objectives and followed the 
course set for it? How do you view Iran's future? 
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st part of your question is given in mv book 


(dere he presented to me a copy of his book "THE BETRAYED HOPE" which he 
began writing in Iran and completed in Paris.) 


You ve probably seen French television today presenting the Iranian 
people's celebration of the revolution; the streets were 5 cai empty and 
obviously the masses who staged the revolution 4 years ago have abandoned 


. . 
- - -4 + - 
1t today. 





<homevni's regime has isolated itself from the people, who daily see their 
son tall victims to the scaffolds and prisons and detention camps, which 
now hold between 50,000 and 60,000 citizens. 

masses are demanding a return to normal life, the restoration of freedom 


Oo 
t for the citizens’ rights and wishes. In other words the 


. — 


pec 
ry should be ruled democratically. 





Nevertheless, the hope for change is very slim or almost nonexistent because 

there is no organized political power capable of change. The political 

‘adres are either on the battlefront or in jail or have been executed. 
indreds of military people tried to stage coups and were executed by 


Ptetan wos ' = 4 ; . inten Pane ~ anew athe 4 
lring Squads. ine Dilma repressive regime refuses to see any otner viet 
_ 4 . : = _ _ : ann: e@hawia tmees Fis 
Anom nil > w« wi ab 3 ndon ‘ n 1S stat 1c and corr upt pol Ly ana SNnCULG instit ite 


: : : ; Laws! «a! 
e based on the rules ot the Islamic Shari'ah. 














~ + _ | . , . 1. . - Aaewa £ Rn nha lh 8 } Alacra . eh 
ie ry haS gpOne DacKk to the days of the shah’s rule. vwever in tne 


r of¢ L + » hac 20 eo mir llance - 2 
lackest days of its history has Iran seen such economic collapse as at 
= = -wrent + . nr kk Sti.- — 8 . 2 ... hawt s a,, la iia ie -Ar 
present. LOrruption and bribdery are the regime s dDasic ruie, and commodities 
IY 2 - vr ) r r 1 wal" mn k C 1 2’ r I™ r > Yn rm 27 rq ~ 
iG 4 Abe id ( ‘ 1.€ VAGtN mar ce a iV ~ LCS tne AVUiindi re LC e 


es | 1h, - _ +h annectihs eee. AFT , ne : ~h- = ,£ iy 9 
lest1ion, what are the possibilities Ot cnange, tnatC 1S a Cnange Of reylime: 
~ T : -co fh] . . } 1 Khomexmnite - ;Im¢ whic , oO siar 
Answef Lf iS possibdie CO oOvertnrow AnoOMeyni S regime, wnicn 1S rejected 

, > ~ + a + ko > 1 hp Witla : h- ] o 
the great majority ot the people, but the problem is that there is no 
‘ther subdstitute being proposed on the Iranian scene. 
, AE chase alia . Bie aic . % 17 he f 
[I cannot speak about the ruture. In order to be able to judge the future 
T ah = 17 int erm - . ’ : kK 7 ~ om ; T - ~ } As 
[ must have full information available to me and I need to be up to date 
rt , a“ an) T VT ! ~ > . A £, 1 "7 , : ion ‘Sean ~ = ~ -4 7 —' WD 
with events in Iran's streets and following up elements of potential change. 
- = ma ¢ t - 1 1 AF Ax, . } - L Attar £ a 
Sbuf€ Simce . came to curope tne trend of events nas Deen neading ror a steep 
7 - > Y + L. - T IAF Ty + 
i1ade tndt expectCeda oerore 1 iert iran. 


a i o the national economy 
that the lraq-lran war has brought following the bombing of the oil wells 
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economic development plan intended 
S een 


. . - ‘ ’ . 7 . 
11S 1S in addition to tne destruction and rulnat 
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3 > la “maae aoe bance =< - . - | at 2 coe : 1 Ladder 
CO ce op the country has been stopped and all investment plans have 
fat Aarahk tama | . . = 
ial problems resulting from this 


C 
ir, wnich yhomeyni exploits in order to strike at those who oppose hin, 
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} LOW, inf Ur Opinion, Wlilt the war witn iraq, which nas peen 


LI n tor 2 years and has brought such destruction, as you say, come to 
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. CRITICIZES PLO'S 'POLITICS OF DESPAIR' 


| TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Feb 83 p l 


f $a} me ATL F C+ ; 
[Article by Ali Zulfigari] 


THE most prominent feature played upon by the 
imperialist media and policy-makers has been the 
despair of the PLO since the Zionist occupation of 
Lebanon and dispersion ot the Palestinian fighters 
throughout the Arab countries. The acceptance 
ot the PLO of the imperialist intrigue to evacuate 
West Beirut turned a military deadlock into defeat. 

It was the success of the U.S.-Zionist strategy 
that allowed the Zionist-imperialist media to boast 
blatantly about the success of the Zionist adven- 
ture into Lebanon. The Zionist Time Magazine in 
its issue of Dec. 13, 1982 wrote: “The leadership 
of the PLO may understand the significance of 
what happened in Lebanon this summer, but the 
message has not reached ail guerillas, who are now 
scattered among Arab countries. The PLO spent a 
decade building a military establishment in 
Lebanon. Now it is gone, and the loss is so pro- 
found and irreparable that the very nature of the 
organization has changed.” 

The West Beirut episode may have been a 
temporary reversal, but the PLO despa chat 
tollowed in its wake seems to have changed if into 
a crushing defeat. Here was an opportunity for 
the Palestinian leadership to evaluate its ideology 
and strategy; a chance to evaluate norms for dis- 
tinguishing frends from enemies. Here was a 
stituation that challenged the historical vision of 
the Palestinian leaders and demanded an initiative 
to remould the strategy within the context of the 
Globai [slamic Movement. 

Untortunately the PLO leadership has proved 
that it not onlv lacks the courage and foresight for 
torging such a historical perspective, but that it 1s 
ready to succumb to easy, quick and dishonorable 
solutions. Instead of banking on the nsing wave of 
Islamic 4Wakening, the PLO has submitted to the 
proposals set torth by the dwindling imperialist 
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intluence in the region of the Middle East. 

The Zionist Tume Mayazine reports a West 
Bank mayor saying, “‘It the hard-liners have any 
alternative to offer, we will listen. But we are not 
interested in dreams any more. The most impor- 
tant th now is to realize the urgency of the 
situation."’ Such a stand belies total insensitivity 
to the thrust of the Tumes. The Palestinians should 
Know that it is the Zionists not they who have to 
beg tor time. It is the Zionists who stand up to the 
ears in the rising tide of [slam in the whole of the 
Mosiem world and it will not take long before 
they are swallowed in its current. It the time was 
on the Zionists’ side, they would nor so crazily 
scramble to establish settlements on the West 
Bank. 

What is necessary is that the Palestinians should 
revise their ideology and strategy to utilize the 
mounnng tide of Islam. Decades are moments in 
the history of nations and reversals however 
guidying, are only ups and downs on the highway 
of its desmny. Ziorism, too, was no more than a 
remote dream when the Zionist Congress in 1897 
in ats Basle Declaration talked in muffled tones 

about the creation of a Zionist state. The Zionist 
state was made possible by the victory of British - 
imperialism and son be of the Ottoman empre, 
and its perpetuation by the rise of U.S. mperial- 
ism. Today, the British power has beaten disgrace- 
ful retreat to its island sanctuary and the Great 
Satan of U.S. imperialism dangles its feet in the 
ditch of destruction. The Soviet Union ca. never 
dare two overtly patronize the Zionist regime on 
accoumt of its more than 50 million Mosiem popu- 
ation. And even if m dared, the Moslems of the 
world will teach it a more indelible lesson than it is 
pow fearning in Afghanistan. 

The Zwnist state cannot stand alone and its 
destruction is a total certainty in the context of 
the Global Islamic Movement. it remains for the 
PLO to choose berween an urgent disgrace and an 
everlasting honor, between a solution born of 
poi and a victory forged by vision and fore 

t, between integration within the rising Global 
mic Macisege and mtegration within a dwind- 
Img imperulist — between enduring right- 
eousness and meral evil, between cooperation 
eith the mobil Moslem masses of the world 
and cooperation with the temporary traitors in 
power, between sian ecg politics of courage and 
patience and the politics of defeat and despar. 

















TEHRAN (IRNA) French 
Foreign Minister Claude Cheys 
son started a five-day tour of 
three Middle East states of 
Jordan, {raq and Syma accor- 
ding to dispatches 

Meanwhile. French press 
cammented that Cheysson’s trip 
to «the region was part of 
France's programme to heip 
lraqg_ and in this connection 
aithough the Frenen Foreign 
\iunustry has completely rem- 
ained silent. the tnp ts ‘very 
sensitive and inmportant’ smece 
tne lrag-lran war has directly 
aftected France 

Pror to nis departure. 
Cheysson expressed Pans an- 
«ety over fina! victories to be 
xctueved by the lranian comba- 
tants in the war fronts, adding 
that there were a number of 
other states in the region which 
were wormed about the 
outcome of the war 

What has made Cheyssen 
anxious iS the spread of the 
Islamic §=6 Revolution in the 
rewgon and imminent victory 
of the Islamic combatants in 
the lraqi imposed war 

Political analysts in Tehran 
helieve that political Movement 
and later French military per- 
sonnel’s tnp to the region are 
tocussed on the solution of 
two major issues in the Persian 
Gulf area: | -Elimunation of the 
Isiamuc Revolution or limuting 
it to inside its ooundaries, 2-To 
Out an end to the war without 
the victory of the Islamic Rep- 
ubuc, a scheme approved by 
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superpowers and delegated to 
France for implementation. 

To confine the Islamic 
Revoiution to the Islamic Rep- 
udlic is planned to be carried 
Out through bringing closer the 
reactionary governments, an 
example of which is the for- 
mation of the (Persian) Guif 
Cooperation Council composed 
of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, Bahrain and the UAE. 

At the conclusion of the 
war with no victory by the 
Islamic Republic, Mitterrand 
has Stressed that the war 
should not result in victory of 
either party and that France 
was maxing efforts to establisn 
a balance of mulitary torce in 
this war. This statement ts 
made at the time when the 
works Mmas$ media Nad con 
fessed 10 the imminent wic- 
tory of the itsiamic comna- 
tants un this lraqi imposed 
war 

Following Mitterrand’s 
comments in wis respect. dis- 
patcn of various French and 
Somet-made armaments to lraq 
took a wider dimension and 
France. ov granting nuge loans 
(0) «6 Baghdad, embarked soon 
viclous endeavors fo save 
Saddam from an = inevitabie 
downfall 

The motive to. setect 
France for such a purpose ts 
laid in this courtrv’s hypo. 
Critical attitude ‘Owards the 
Turd Word anc especialy 
Mosiem countnes One ot the 
difficulties France is facing 
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in fulfilling its mussion ts the 
strong coordination of iran and 
Syria. Syria. Dy taking explicit 
stance in supporting che Islam: 
ic Republic ot Iran in the lraqi 
unposed war and Dy cutting 
the flow of fraqi ou through 
Svnan pipeline. dealt a severe 
blow on Saddam s economy 

Contrary to what French 
press say on Chevssons trip 
to the region, rhe main objec- 
tive’ is the establisnment of 
unity between Jordan, iraq and 
Syma, isolating the tsiamic 
Republic trom Syria 

Because, international im 
perialism believes that with the 
separation of two traternal 
countries of Iran and Syma, the 
Islamic Revolution would be 
limited to fran and also with 
the re-tlow oi Lragi oi through 
Syrian pipeline, [raq would be 
rescued trom a financial bank- 
ruptcy 

On the other hand unity 
of Jordan. lraq -and Syma 
would pave the wav for vicious 
propaganda attempts to rep 
resent the Iraqi fmposed war as 
a war of Arabs and non-Arabs 

However, today it 1s crys- 
tal clear that the war was 
commenced by Saddam with 


[mperalism. Zionism and then 
lackeyS om one end and 
Moslems and oppressed peuple 
of the world on the other 

The franian nation is now 
determined. tor the restoration 
of legitimate mghts of Arab 
peopie trom Zionists, to 
remove a person called 
Saddam. 

l1 Should be noted that 
Cheysson’s trip 1s taking place 
at a time when representatives 
of tran, Libya and Syria in a 
gathenng wm Damascus. stress 
continuation of the fight unal 
Saddam's overthrow which. in 
turn, Nas trightened internat 
tonal imperialism 

The coordinated and allied 
move oft tran. iibya and Syria 
with rhe common stance in 
the fight against Zionism. has 
further endangered interests 0! 
imperialism in this strategic 
and sensitive Persian Gu!! 
region and in the Middle East 
and Africa 

Efforts underway in the 
region are aimed at separation 
of these three countries, ulti 
mately damaging the Stead 
fastness Front and destroying 
the Isiarmic Revolution 














GHAFFAR KHAN CRITICIZED FOR COMMENTS, VIEWS 


79F 181212 Karachi NAWA-I-WAOT in Urdu 14 Feb 83 International Edition p 3 


(Editorial: '"Pakistan--A Slave of Slaves?"} 


[Excerpts} While addressing the students and correspondents in Dera Ismail 


Khan, the red shirt leader Khan Abdul Ghaftat Khan said that the Soviets are 
in power in Afghanistan and the Soviet spate in Afghanistan has destroyed the 


ad 
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[This speech and its tone appeared to be different from the leader's previous 
utterances, and is closer to the truth. In fact this appears as a pleasant 
rprise and one wonders what caused this change of tone. Perhaps we are 


SU € 
trying to convince ourselves with such thoughts. The Khan has also said that 
\fghanistan has become the arena of a power struggle between the two super- 


powers--the United States and the Soviet Union--and has warned Pakistan that 
Soviet torrent is at Pakistan's doorstep because the Soviet Union consi- 
ders Pakistan to be a supporter of those elements which are fighting against 


Mr Ghaffar Khan's chronic and usual practice has been to blame Pakistan for 
everything. He has said, on the one hand that the Sindhis, Punjabis, Pathans 
ind Baluchis should unite and stem the Soviet tide which could embroil Pakis- 
tan in a war which could lead to its complete annihilation, while on the other 
hand he has said that the "rat race" for more power and money has made the 
whole Pakistani nation "a slave of slaves." 

Mr Ghaffar Khan has said about national unity without any kind of national 
discrimination without a doubt must be lauded, and the talk about power, lust 
ind money is also true, but what does he actually mean by "a slave of slaves?" 
Who is the slave and who the enslaved? Is he trying to imply that Pakistan 

‘en created to be subservient and has not been able to cut off the tram- 
mels of colonialism and thus has become a "slave of slaves?" And is he in- 
iting that if we had become "United India," we would have been free and 
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1affar Khan complains that no one could understand him in Pakistan 
t 


true because his utterances have been very cryptic; "an enigma-- 


whicn seems Cr 
which nor } “ry 1 ve e 7 : ical ‘ anr ha . 1 3 1 
which cannot be solved. ror most people it cannot be attributed to tne 
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since the inception of Pakistan he has claimed 
"servant of humanity''--name of Ghatfar Khan's party] but he has done nothing, 
lutely nothing for anyone. 

ndoubtedly, the Soviet Union and the United States are poised against each 
ther on the international level and the Soviet usurpation of Afghanistan 

is part ot this scene, but this is clearly an act of aggression and expan- 
sionism by the Soviet Union and the large-scale devastation in Afghanistan 

of this aggression. Things may not be perfect in Pakistan, but 

n no way are the Pakistanis "slaves of slaves" despite their weaknesses and 
shortcomings. If the Khan wants people to respect him due to his old age, then 


~ 


he must take into account the susceptibilities of the Pakistani nation and 
respect them and to halt this attitude of disrespect and slander. 








PAKISTAN 


"DAWN' URGES END TO SECTARIAN STRIFE 
GF281305 Karachi DAWN in English 24 Feb 83 p 7 
(Editorial: '"Call for Sanity"] 


(fext! All right-minded people across the nation will be deeply anguished by 
the eruption of sectarian strife and violence in Karachi on Tuesday, result- 
ing in the death of five persons, injuries to many more and considerable 
damage to public and private property. The scale and intensity of the inci- 
dents were such that the provincial government has had to impose curfew in 

the disturbed areas in an attempt to prevent further clashes and to restore 
public order. It is somewhat chastening to realise how worked-up passions 

and emotions, especially when they are aroused in the name of causes which 
people are wont to hold dear and sacred, have a way of getting out of the con- 
trol of leaders and turning into a blind, destructive force for the whole 
community. Tuesday's outbreak of violence was all the more tragic because it 
was wholly unnecessary. From all accounts and as clearly set forth in Monday's 
zovernment press note, the representatives of Sawad-i-Azam Ahl-i-Sunnat [Sunni 
Organization] and Anjuman Fidayan-i-Panjtan [Shi'ite Organization] had reached 
agreement on the remaining point of difference between them, namely the status 
ind utilisation of the controversial plot no. ST-60 in New Karachi. Under the 
agreement, the plot was to be returned to the KDA on the assurance by the 
administration that it won't be used for religious purposes and that the KDA 
was to provide an alternative plot to the Anjuman for shifting its imambargah 
. ts present disputed location. The representatives of both the Sunni and 
Shia communities had expressed complete satisfaction with these arrangements 
ind accepted the accord without any reservations. 


~ F% * 7 - . 
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e between the two sects did not suit the purposes of 
1 section of extremists and malcontents who did their worst to sabotage the 
iccord and fomented. Tuesday's troubles and clashes: It must be stressed that 
in an atmosphere of frayed nerves and unabated tension, even a tiny spark is 


t 
enough to set off a big explosion of lawlessness and disorder. The small 
yroup of recalcitrants who were responsible for Tuesday's tragic happenings 


obviously took advantage of such a situation which, unfortunately, has existed 


since the sectarian clash of 28 January over the siting of an imambargah in 
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No useful purpose would be served by going into the detailed asp 
ifferences at issue in the present episode or the modes and 

each side adopted in pressing forward its point of view. The essential need 
of the moment is for the sane majority, irrespective of their sectar 
aftiliations, to assert themselves against the forces of violence and 
still active among sections of the two communities and help restore peace and 
public order in the affected areas. The leaders of opinion on both sides must 
realise their crucial responsibility in the present situation and join hands 
together to call a hait to the madness that has swayed sections of the people 
in this city these last many days. They must not sit idly by and let things 
drift while a handful of zealots and trouble-makers find it possible to 
unleash lawlessness and disorder and, on one pretent or another, tear sectarian 
harmony and peace and order in the city to shreds. 
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PAKISTAN 


TRADE TIES WITH KUWAIT TO EXPAND 
GFO11236 Karachi DAWN in English 27 Feb 83 p l 


[Text] Kuwait, 26 Feb--The Federal Commerce Secretary, Mr Izharul Haq, has 
said that a joint Pakistan-Kuwait committee would be formed to expand trade 


j 
between the two countries. 


Mr Izhar visited Kuwait last Wednesday on his way back from Baghdad to 


Pakistan. 


He told APP that he discussed the possibility of forming a joint committee 

he chairman of Kuwait's Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He also 
emphasised the need of frequent exchanges of delegations betweem Kuwait and 
s Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


' 


Dale tc , 
raKkistan 


During his three-day stay in Kuwait he also conferred with his Kuwaiti counter- 
part, ‘Abdallah al-Hamad. Their talks tackled different fields of bilateral 
economic, trade cooperation and the establishment of a number of joint 


projects. 


r commerce secretary said he also explored the possibility of estab- 
lishing a permanent display centre in Kuwait for Pakistani products. He said 
centre some of the items would also be available for sale. 


Mr Izharul Haq said that during his meeting here with Kuwaiti officials, ‘ 
businessmen and Pakistani community members he found a genuine desire for 
expanding trade relations with Pakistan. 


said that with the exception of rice and cotton all of Pakistan's exports 
were in the hands of private exporters. The government was exerting all 
efforts to facilitate and encourage the traders to boost exports of the coun- 
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During his meetings with the members of the Pakistani community here he was 
requested to follow up the demand for a direct Kuwait--Lahore flight which the 


L 


-ommunity was urging for the last many years. 


In Baghdad, Mr Izharul Haq attended an UNCTAD meeting of Asian group. Pakistan 
is an active member of the so-called Group of 77 along with Kuwait and Iraq. 
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PAKISTAN 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, TRADE DEFICITS REPORTED 
BK281740 Hong Kong AFP in English 1723 GMT 28 Feb 83 


‘Text! Karachi, 28 Feb (AFP)--Pakistan's balance of payments registered a 
deficit of 11.493 billion rupees (898 million dollars) in 1981-82 as compared 
to 7.42 billion rupees (580 million dollars) the previous year, the Bank of 
Pakistan reported today. 


The extra 4,073 billion rupees (218 million dollars) was mainly due to larger 
import payments and lesser export earnings, offset partly by an increase in 
met receipts under unrequited transfers. 


The trade deficit increased to 36.458 billion rupees (2.85 billion dollars) 
in 1981-82 from 27.373 billion rupees (2.14 billion dollars) in 1980-81. 


The increase in the trade gap over the previous year was the combined result 
of larger import payments by 6.048 billion rupees (473 million dollars) and 
export earnings lower by 3.037 biliion rupees (237 million dollars). 


In the general government sector, long-term loan disbursements net of repay- 
ment totalled 2.072 billion rupees (162 million dollars) as compared with 
2.951 billion rupees (231 million dollars) the previous year. 


Total utilisation and repayment of long-term loans and credits amounted to 
7.418 billion rupees (580 million dollars) and 3.208 billion rupees (251 
million dollars) respectively. 


CSO: 4600/367 END 





END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


ARCT) A & 
@) 











